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INTRODUCTION
This work is a, introduction, survey and commentary on the two letters by the Apostle
Peter. My goal is to do an accurate exegesis of the Epistle, but also to relate it to our
Christian living. Although there is practical and theoretical information woven throughout
the Epistle, The letter is primarily focused on practical Christian living in a world that seems
like it has turned upside down.
The primary motivation for this commentary comes from my Liberian pastor friend, Eric
Sumo, and my wife Esmeralda (Esmie for short). It is written as a text for a Bible School
course for Newman Bible Academy. I appreciate the student’s encouragement.
With this introduction, let me tell you a little about Esmie and Me, give a short segment on
how to be saved, and then we will jump into the Epistle itself.
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hold regular pastor’s conferences and women’s conferences with hundreds attending.
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HOW TO BE SAVED
The Bible gives us the message (gospel) of how to be saved. By this we mean how to gain
forgiveness for our sin and how to gain eternal life. Summarized below are the steps of
salvation as presented in the Bible. We urgently invite you to receive Christ as Savior.
I. Agree in your heart with God that you are a sinner in need of His salvation:
"For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23).
2. Know in your heart that there is a penalty to your sin:
"For the wages of sin is death" (Romans 6:23a).
3. Believe in your heart that Christ died on the cross and rose from the dead to pay the
penalty for your sins and to give you eternal life:
“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners. Christ
died for us" (Romans 5:8)…"being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption
which is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24).
"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life" (John 3:16).
"but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 6:23b).
4. By faith pray to God: tell Him you believe the above in your heart and ask Him to save
you through Jesus Christ. Remember that God is more concerned with the attitude of your
heart rather than your exact words.
"For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of
God; not as a result of works, that no one would boast" (Ephesians 2:8, 9).
"if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in our heart that God raised
Him from the dead, you shall be saved; for with the heart man believes, resulting in
righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses resulting in salvation" (Romans 10:9,10).
"Behold, I (Jesus) stand at the door (of your heart) and knock; if anyone hears My voice
and opens the door I will come in to him, and will dine with him, and he with Me"
(Revelation 3:20).
"But as many as received Him (Jesus), to them He gave the right to become children of
God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born not of blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:12,13).
The following is a suggested prayer:
Heavenly Father, I admit to you that I am a sinner in need of your salvation. I believe that
Christ died on the cross and rose from the dead to pay for my sins and to give me eternal
life. I believe that only through Christ can I be saved. I ask for and accept by faith your free
gift of salvation. Please come into my heart and be my Savior and Lord. Thank you for
doing so. In Jesus' name, amen.
Dr. Willis Newman, 2014.
Newman Ministries International, Inc.
www.Bible-teaching-about.com
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INTRODUCTION
I. GENERAL BACKGROUND

A. THE BACKGROUND OF
PETER, THE APOSTLE
As we look at the background of Peter and the circumstances he lived in, I am struck with
the similarities to which we now live. His epistles were not relegated to some distant
culture, political apparatus and morality. It is as if Peter was looking through the prism of
history and writing about the world in which we now struggle, suffer, live and die. The
Christians he was writing to were horribly persecuted, and so are today’s believers. That is
you and me! Consider the sobering words of Archbishop Thomas Wenski’s recent homily
(4/23/15).
“But even as de Tocqueville pointed out almost 200 years ago, despotism comes in
both soft and hard forms. Your patron, St. Thomas More, beheaded for refusing to
consent to King Henry VIII’s takeover of the Church, fell victim to a hard despotism.
This type of hard despotism is decimating the Christian populations of the Middle
East. But, in this country and other liberal democracies, people of faith are being
increasingly subject to a soft despotism in which ridicule, ostracism, and denial of
employment opportunities of advancement are being used to marginalize us”
(Religious freedom is under stress. Archdiocese of Miami).
It would take a man with Peter’s character and faith to stand in the face of brutal
persecution, but also give gentle comfort and stern warnings to those first Christians who
were in danger of wobbling in their faith. His counsel reverberates down through the
corridors of time to give us solid hope and plain instruction on how to live when the world
seems like it is upside down. These epistles do not disappoint.
Who was this man who would give his life to defend our Faith? Maybe the first impression
is to remember the Peter who denied
his Lord. But He was much more.
Peter was strong, aggressive,
Peter was strong, aggressive, an
an energetic man of action, and a
energetic man of action, and a natural
leader of men. However, he was
natural leader of men.
sometimes impulsive and weak-kneed.
He took on the risky leadership at
Jerusalem during the beginning of Christian era, and before Antioch became the epicenter
of the Faith. Peter is also referred to as Cephas and Simon. Cephas is the equivalent of
the name Peter in Aramaic.
It is said he was a big man, tall, with thick curly hair and beard, and with a jaw of a fighter.
Likenesses of Peter are found in an early third century bronze medallion. Two later
portraits of Peter were found in the Catacombs, very like the head on the bronze
medallion. He was tough, hard, but with a huge loving, passionate heart.
His dear friend, the Apostle Paul, referred to Peter, James, and John as “pillars” of the
church at Jerusalem (Galatians 2:9). Peter drifts out of sight in the Book of Acts after the
council at Jerusalem (A.D. 50) of which he was the chief spokesman (Acts 15:7ff.). Adding
to his life history, Paul mentioned Peter’s presence in Antioch (Galatians 2:11).
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Peter is normally thought to be the leader of the 12 Apostles of Jesus. Peter’s father was a
Jonah (Matthew 16:17), who earned a living as a fisherman, working from the family home
in Bethsaida (i.e. house of fish) nestled by the northern shores of the Sea of Galilee (John
1:44). Peter and his brother Andrew followed their father’s occupation. However, when
they met Jesus, the brothers were living in Capernaum (Mark 1:21, 29), located roughly
five miles across the Sea of Galilee. Jesus lived there after He left Nazareth (Matthew
4:12-13).
It could have been that the brothers were business partners with James and John, the
sons of Zebedee (Luke 5:10). Peter also had a lovely, devoted and faithful wife, who
traveled with him as an itinerant missionary (1 Corinthians 9:5). As we shall see, this dear
woman preceded Peter in martyrdom.
Peter was present at the stunning Transfiguration of Christ (Matthew 17:1-9), and in the
agony of the Garden of Gethsemane (Matthew 26:37-40). In his drowsy naiveté, Peter fell
asleep when Jesus prayed – and also received another scolding. In spite of Peter’s
impulsiveness, Jesus appointed him a special niche in the founding of the Church, and he
first confessed Jesus as the Messiah, the Son of God (Matthew 16:15- 18).
Recklessly, Peter attempted to walk on water during a storm that whipped up on the Sea of
Galilee, but whose faith gave way as he started to sink (Matthew 14:28-31). The sea was
known for its sudden but short squalls. Peter also owned a house in Capernaum, and was
the place where Jesus healed his mother-in-law (Mark 12:9-31).
Peter had his weaknesses. He could be staunchly bold, then quaking in fear. His loyalty
sometimes wavered, but God used him mightily. He had a habit of saying things without
thinking about the consequences. It is like the saying, “he shot first, and then he took aim.”
Examples include when Peter objected to the passion of Christ, who rebuked a shocked
Peter by saying, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me; for you are not on the
side of God, but of men” (Matthew 16:23). Another time was at the foot washing episode,
when Jesus again had to pointedly correct Peter (John 13:4-11).
In the Upper Room, Peter was aghast that anyone would betray Jesus, and stanchly
asserted his own loyalty to Christ. Jesus sadly predicted Peter’s denial, and predicted he
would experience yet another clash with Satan. Jesus said that Peter’s lapse of faith would
end, and that he would strengthen Jesus’ followers.
We witness another glimpse into Peter’s unpredictable behavior. Being quick of bold
action, yet sluggish in thinking, Peter cut off the ear of the slave of the high priest,
Caiaphas, when Jesus was captured at the Garden of Gethsemane on the Mount of Olives
(Luke 22:31-34; 50, 51; John 18:10). His temper flared, and he was eager to fight on the
spot, regardless of the odds against him.
As a sidebar, Caiaphas (i.e. rock or depression) was the son-in-law of the high priest,
Annas. Little is known of his life. Caiaphas held the position of high priest at the death of
Jesus Christ. Consensus is that he served as high priest from A.D. 18 to A.D. 36 or 37.
Caiaphas’s remains were discovered in an ossuary box in a burial cave in Jerusalem. The
cave contains the remains of many of his family members. Now back to Peter.
Sadly, Peter’s faith failed when he denied knowing Jesus at His trial at the house of the
high priest (Luke 22:54-62). Peter was thoroughly shamed and discouraged at his
cowardice. It is said that Peter “went out and wept bitterly” (Luke 22:62). Jesus tenderly
8

encouraged Peter by appearing to him first following His resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:5).
Peter, still discouraged, defeated, and depressed, retreated to the Sea of Tiberias and
assumed his occupation of fisherman. In his humiliation, Peter had quit the ministry.
However, not giving up on Peter, Christ restored him, and commanded him to go preach
and teach the followers of Christ (John 21:1-17).
Emboldened by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, Peter forcefully exerted his leadership at
the founding of the Church on the Day of Pentecost, plus he powerfully preached the very
first Christian sermon where some 3,000 people were saved (Acts1:15; 2:14-41). The
imprint of his leadership is clearly etched in the founding of the Church as recorded in the
first part of Acts. He boldly preached a second sermon after healing a lame man (Acts 3:126). At the conclusion of this second sermon, 5,000 men were saved. He was a changed
man, filled with the Holy Spirit, fearless in his preaching, and blunt with the truth of Christ
(Acts 1:8; 4:8).
Peter’s brash boldness, now energized by the Holy Spirit, landed him in prison where he
was saved and released by an angel (Acts 5:17-19). In the meantime, the Church was
growing in great numbers.
Another Apostle, Phillip, opened up the work in Samaria where many were saved. Peter
and John trailed along to do follow up (Acts 8:14ff.). Peter’s main mission was to the Jews,
and it was difficult for him to fully grasp the gospel going to the Gentiles. Here is how God
changed Peter’s mind.
Joppa, some 35 miles northwest of Jerusalem, was a major seaport. It is now annexed to
Tel Aviv. A very gracious and generous Christian woman by the name of Dorcas lived
there. She died, and the grieving Christians called for Peter. When he arrived at Joppa, he
went to Dorcas’s body, and commanded, “Tabitha, get up” (Acts 9:36-41). Her life was
restored, causing great joy and enthusiasm among the believers! Many people accepted
Christ as their Savior.
Peter stayed on at Joppa at the home of a man called Simon the Tanner. One day Peter
went up on the roof of Simon the Tanner, and prayed. The houses of that day had flat
roofs, and were sometimes used as living quarters. During this traumatic encounter, God
gave a bewildered Peter an unusual vision to grind it home that the distinction between
Jews and Gentiles was finished (Acts 10:9-22).
After Peter’s jarring episode, a Gentile by the name of Cornelius also had a visit from an
angel sent by God. Cornelius, a Roman military leader, was stationed at Caesarea, some
30 miles up the beautiful coast from Joppa. He had the rank of centurion, who was a
noncommissioned officer in charge of 100 soldiers. He was told to send a messenger to
Joppa, requesting Peter to come visit him. He did so, and the messengers set out and
were welcomed by Peter.
The next day, Peter and his traveling companions strapped on their sandals, and set out
on foot up the Costal International Highway over Plain of Sharon. Upon Peter’s wary arrival
at the seaport city of Caesarea, he found Cornelius eagerly waiting with a crowd of people.
Peter gave gospel presentation, and Cornelius with the whole group received Christ as
their Savior. This was the first record of a Gentile converting to Christ (Acts 10:1ff.), and
marked the importance to take the gospel to the Gentiles.
Later Peter returned to Jerusalem, where he was confronted by furious Christian Jews!
They harshly challenged Peter on associating with Gentiles (Acts 11:1ff). After Peter’s
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explanation, the Christian Jews back in Jerusalem were eventually convinced that, “God
has granted to the Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life” (Acts 11:18). There was
also the emphasis that Peter’s primary ministry was to the Jews, and Paul’s chief ministry
was to the Gentiles (Galatians 2:9). Perilous times were about to descend upon the
fledging Jerusalem church.
The great Stephen was stoned to death (Acts 6:8—7:60; A.D. 57). After the death of
Stephen, a great persecution intensified in Jerusalem scattering believers throughout the
lands, carrying the gospel of Christ with them. Antioch became a major center for
Christianity, located about 300 miles north of Jerusalem on the Orontes River. It was a
bustling maritime city supporting its own seaport. It was about 20 miles inland from the
Mediterranean. It became a major center for the new Faith, and was the place where
believers were called Christian.
In another breathtaking revelation of the spiritual world, Herod the King (under the rule of
the Romans) put to death James the brother of John (Acts 12:1, 2). He also arrested Peter
and flung him into prison. However, an angel released Peter from prison, and the Scripture
says, “And he departed and went to another place” (Acts 12:17). Peter’s immediate
destination was Caesarea by the sea. Gathering up supplies for travel, Peter then departed
on his own itinerant preaching/missionary ministry accompanied by his faithful and sturdy
wife. James, the brother of Jesus, then took the leadership of the Jerusalem church.
The first epistle of Peter is addressed to several provinces in Asia Minor between the
Taurus Mountains and the Black Sea. This indicated that Peter had a successful ministry in
that area, leading many to Christ and planting churches. Peter possibly was preaching in
this area when Paul embarked on his second missionary journey.
Peter probably ministered in Corinth, because there is mention of a faction in that divided
church that claimed allegiance to Peter (1 Corinthians 1:12). Drawing neat to his end,
Peter spent his last decade in Rome, where both he and Paul were eventually martyred.
After Peter’s fruitful ministry in what is today’s Turkey, we find the traveling preacher back
in Jerusalem at the church conference (Acts 15:7; A.D. 50). From there Peter visited
Antioch with Paul (A.D. 57), then onward to another missionary tour accompanied by his
wife (A.D. 57: 1 Corinthians 9:5).
We learn from First Peter (5:12, 13) that two of his companions in Rome were Silvanus
and Mark. Mark, also called John Mark, was the son of a wealthy woman from Jerusalem
(Acts 12:12), and was present when Peter escaped from prison. Mark was a cousin to
Barnabas, and a confident of both Paul and Peter. There were differences between Mark
and Paul in the beginning but things were later ironed out (cf. Acts 15:36-40; Colossians
4:10; Philemon 24; 2 Timothy 4:11). Mark was probably a convert of Peter (cf. 1 Peter
5:13).
The reason I give special attention to this John Mark is that he is the writer of the Gospel of
Mark. It is widely accepted that he was the interpreter of Peter, or that the Gospel is
actually the Gospel of Peter, but written by John Mark who gained his information directly
from his association with the Apostle Peter. However, Mark also spent much time with the
Apostle Paul.
Luke graphically points out Peter’s consistent inconsistency. He was first to accept and
fraternize with the Gentile converts at Caesarea and Antioch. He stood in the face of his
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brethren to defend his actions. However, he also withdrew in fear from the Gentiles in
Antioch in fear of the Judaizers who had traveled up from Jerusalem.
We can gain courage by the life of Peter. Like him, we also have our weak and strong
moments. Also, like Peter, when we fail God has not given up on us. From here I will
outline the context of the time and culture Peter that Peter ministered.

B. THE CONTEXT OF
PETER’S EPISTLES
This is the background of both First and Second Peter; I will sort out the differences as we
proceed through this introduction.
First Peter was written as an encouragement, comfort and to strengthen his readers,
primarily Gentile Christians (1:14; 2:9, 10; 4:3, 4) that Peter refers to as “aliens,” meaning
faithful believers living in a hostile secular society (4:12). The readers resided primarily in
Asia Minor, which is present day Turkey. The Empire ban against Christians was not yet in
view, and the atrocities of Nero had not yet begun. The discouraging barrage of
persecution came in forms such as social ostracism, riots, slander, and harassment by the
local police,
Both of Peter’s epistles were written from Rome. The first epistle states that he was in
Babylon (5:13), but that was a code name at that time for Rome. The reason being the
Christians did not want to stir up unnecessary animosity from the brutal rule of the Roman
Empire. First Peter was written probably in A.D. 63, just before the atrocities of Nero, the
Emperor of Rome, assaulted the Christian community and tried to exterminate the Church.
Second Peter was written in A.D. 66, just before he was martyred in A.D. 67. The main
purpose of Second Peter was to bolster the reader’s faith by reminding them of the truth of
Christ (1:12), to stay strong in the Faith, and to warn against false teachers. Key
theological passages from Second Peter are the transfiguration of Jesus Christ (1:16-18),
the inspiration and origin of Holy Scripture (1:21), and the reality of the second coming of
Christ (3:4-10). Theological heresy was abounding at that time. As today, scoffers and
mockers were prevalent and exerting a pernicious influence against the Christian
community.
Peter’s second epistle was written about the time Paul wrote Second Timothy as both Paul
and Peter were executed roughly at the same time. It gives us a rare look into the thinking
of these great saints as they were nearing their death.

C. THE PERSECUTION OF
CHRISTIANS
It would be well to explain the severe, violent murderous persecution the Empire of Rome
carried out against the Christians. Between the establishment of the Church at the
Ascension of Christ and advent of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:9; 2:1-4) and the burning of Rome
(A.D. 64), there was a mighty spiritual awakening throughout the Empire and beyond.
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Thousands were saved, and many began to occupy high places of influence. Christianity
was set against pagan living and religion – and importantly, the state religion of Rome.
One point of concern is the figure of the infamous ruler of Rome, Nero. He assumed the
emperorship in A.D. 54. His rule ended at the age of 32 by his suicide in A.D. 68, the year
after he murdered the Apostles Peter and Paul in A.D. 67. Nero was a very wicked person
who started the first of major periods of persecution against Christians.

Nero was the Emperor that Paul appealed to at his trial before
Festus (Acts 25:10, 11). Nero’s reign also fits the background of
Paul’s injunction to Christians to obey government (Romans 13:17).
The first years of his rule were good, as Nero was under the good
influence of the senators Burrus and Seneca. Nero fancied himself
as a great artistic figure, participating in literary festivals. He was
extravagant in financing entertainment for the masses, resulting in
the depletion of the government funds. He loved to race his
chariots in the circuses, sing his sonnets at suppertime, assumed
the acting role of the mimic on the stage. He rebuilt the
amphitheater in Rome to seat up to 250,000 from a previous
capacity of 150,000.
The great amphitheater was surrounded by wooden shops to provide a means of trade for
astrologers, caterers, prostitutes, and multiple other amusements. To Nero the murder of a
crowd of innocent Christians was merely pleasant sport. Nero was the ultimate playboy,
but things changed for him.
As a young ruler, Nero would wear a disguise and visited the local brothels, roamed the
streets with his drinking friends, robbed shops, engaged in homosexuality with boys,
striking others, and even murder.
Excess turned Nero, even at the age of 25, into a mass of physical degeneracy. He had a
huge paunch, was weak with slender limbs, carried a swollen face, had blotched skin, and
dull gray eyes.
Hidden underneath his popular public image lurked a terrible passion and penchant for
hideous crimes. He fits the descriptions of a psychopath. He finally rid himself of the
restraints of Burrus and Seneca, and his jealous and paranoid character boiled over. He
heaped crime upon crime. Nero murdered his brother (Britannicus), his mother (Agrippina),
his wives (Octavia and Poppaea), his teacher (Seneca), and anyone else who he
perceived as a threat. He turned into a monster.
One of his frustrations was that Rome was built in a haphazard way, unlike Alexandra and
other Greek cities. A huge fire broke out in the in the wooden shops near the Circus
Maximus on July 18, A.D. 64. It was one of the most destructive and disastrous fires in
history. It marked the tenth year of Nero’s rule. Some say he deliberately set the fire so as
to rebuild Rome after his own vision. The fire lasted for seven nights and six days. It burst
out again near the field of Mars for another three days, destroying two other districts. Only
four of the fourteen districts remained uninjured.
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Nero began to rebuild Rome with enthusiastic energy. He provided needed help for the
displaced and homeless, endearing himself to the masses. His problem was trying to find
someone to blame for setting the fire, and the easiest to blame were the Christians. After
all, he was seen as a God, but the Christians recognized the God of the Bible. This was a
great offense to Nero.
Nero found a few men of low character, paid them to say the Christians set the fire of
Rome – which was a lie. Nero ordered mass arrests of Christians, tortured them, and
burned them alive in public, all with gleeful mockery. His actions set a precedence of
persecution against Christians. This incident clarified Christians distinction from their
Jewish roots, and they were seen as a most lowly and radical offshoot of Judaism. Both
Judaism and the officials of Rome portrayed Christians as enemies of the worse sort.
In the massacre that followed, some were crucified; some were sewed up in the skins of
wild animals and thrust into the midst of wild dogs; some covered with pitch, nailed to posts
of pine trees, and burned alive. Nero, pretending he was in a horse race, gleefully drove
his chariot among the burning Christians.
The Christian persecution lasted until the time of Constantine who claimed conversion to
Christ, and who ruled the Roman Empire from A.D. 306-337. He influenced the Edict of
Milan, which decreed tolerance for Christians in A.D. 325. The Nicene Creed was also
established as the core beliefs of Christians. After Nero, the persecutions ebbed and
flowed and were not a universal constant war on Christians, but differed in intensity from
area to area. Some efforts to eliminate Christianity were more systematic and murderous
than others.
As to Nero, his troops in Palestine were drawn into war that eventually ended up with the
destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. Nero, however, met a very ignoble death. His generals
turned against him, the Senate abandoned him, and he fled for his life. He asked his
officers of the Praetorian Guard to go with him, but they refused. He appealed to various
friends for help, but none replied.
Nero went to the Tiber River to drown himself, but his courage fled from him, and he
refrained. One of his freedmen, Phaon, offered to hide Nero in his home on the Via Salaria.
Nero took him up on the offer, and fled to the cellar wearing a dirty tunic, hungry,
sleepless, and overcome with terror. He received word that the Senate had declared him a
public enemy, and issued an arrest warrant. They declared Nero to be punished after the
ancient manner, which was being stripped, nailed to a post with a fork thrust through his
neck, and finally beaten to death.
The coward, Nero, tried to kill himself with a knife. However, when he felt the sharp tip of
the knife against his throat, he lost his courage again. When he heard the horsemen
coming to arrest him, he finally thrust a knife into his throat, lost his courage again, and his
freedman had to help him finish his job.
This gives background of what life was like for the Christians that Peter was writing to. To
put the time in context, Peter lived in Rome from A.D. 57-67. Nero ruled during A.D. 54-68.
Peter, Paul, and Nero were contemporaries. First Peter was written in A.D. 63, Second
Peter was written in A.D. 66 – both during the reign of Nero. Paul wrote his last letter from
prison in Rome in A.D. 66. Both Paul and Peter were martyred in A.D. 67. Paul died by
beheading. Rome burned in A.D. 64. Both Peter and Paul were there during that great fire.
Undoubtedly they were caught up in the mass persecution generated by Nero. Nero met
his cowardly death in A.D. 68, the year after he had Paul and Peter murdered.
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Tradition holds that both Paul and Peter were held in the Mamertine Prison while they
awaited their execution.
We have witnessed the life and death of Nero. He had enormous power, wealth, fame, and
lived a life of unlimited pleasure, but he died a trembling coward in a dank cellar
abandoned by all his friends but a few. His power, fame, and wealth were gone. Pleasure
and power were traded for death, before which this cruel monster cowered in trembling
dread and horror.
Peter’s death was different. His dying thoughts are summed up in his last written words of
his first epistle, “I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true
grace of God. Stand firm in it!” (1 Peter 5:12). Just before his crucifixion he wrote, “but
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory,
both now and to the day of eternity. Amen” (2 Peter 3:18).
Peter was crucified, at his own request, with his head downwards. He maintained himself
unworthy to be crucified as his Lord, Jesus Christ. Peter’s crucifixion was predicted by
Jesus (John 21:18, 19).
Tradition informs us that Peter’s wife was also crucified on a cross. As she was being
taken to her place of execution, Peter cheered her and encouraged her to remember the
Lord Jesus on the cross.
Paul’s death was also one of courage
Paul’s final words to Timothy:
and hope. His final words to Timothy
were, “For I am already being poured
“…I have fought the good fight, I
out as a drink offering, and the time of
have finished the course, I have
my departure has come. I have fought
the good fight, I have finished the
kept the faith…”
course, I have kept the faith; in the
future there is laid up for me the crown
of righteousness which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and
not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing” (2 Timothy 4:6-8).
Thus, we have a radical contrast between a life lived for status, power, wealth, fame, and
pleasure on the one hand, i.e. Nero. And on the other hand, the lives of Peter and Paul
who possessed faith and an abiding hope of resurrection and eternal life.
As a final note, upon the grounds that Nero so cruelly murdered Christians for his folly, and
where Peter was murdered, now sits the Vatican. This seat of the Roman Catholic Church
is the longest surviving organization in history, and could be the most potent power on
earth. It is believed that Peter’s grave is beneath St. Peter’s Cathedral in Vatican City.
With this brief background of the life and times of Peter, I turn to the wonderful contents,
and look in detail at what Peter taught. I would also add that this is more of a devotional
commentary, but with care to be accurate in the interpretation.
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D. FACTS CONCERNING
SUFFERING.
1. Our future inheritance gives us hope (1:4, 5).
2. The coming of the Chief Shepherd gives us hope (5:4).
3. There is purpose in suffering (1:6, 7; 2:19, 20; 3:14; 4:14).
4. Suffering can be expected (4:12).
5. Suffering need not be feared (3:14).
6. Suffering should be patiently endured (2:23; 3:9).
7. Suffering for Christ is to be received with joy (4:13).
8. Christ’s suffering is the believer’s example (1:11; 2:21; 5:1; 4:1, 2).
9. Suffering for Christ is designed to be in the will of God (4:19).

II. OUTLINE OF FIRST PETER.
I. God’s Salvation: A New Hope (1:1-12).
A. The nature of our salvation (1:1-9).
B. The prophet’s prediction of our salvation (1:10-12).
II. God’s Salvation: a Motive for Holy Living (1:13-2:10)
A. Living in Holiness (1:13, 16).
B. Living in reverence (1:17-21).
C. Living in love (1:22-25).
D. Growing as a Christian (2:1-10).
III. God’s Salvation: a Call to Submissive Living (2:11-3:12).
A. In relationship to society (2:11-17).
B. In relation to work (2:18-25).
C. In relation to marriage (3:1-7).
D. Relationships in general (3:8-12).
IV. God’s Salvation: a Call to Suffering (3:13-4:19).
A. The purpose for suffering (3:13-4:6).
B. The response to suffering (4:7-19).
V. God’s Salvation: a Call to Service (5:1-14).
A. How to shepherd (5:1-4).
B. Value of being humble (5:5-11).
C. Concluding remarks (5:12-14).
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COMMENTARY
I. GOD’S SALVATION: A NEW HOPE (1:1-12).

A. THE NATURE OF OUR
SALVATION (1:1-9)
(1) Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen (2) according to the
foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you may obey
Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in fullest
measure.
(3)Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great
mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, (4) to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and
will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, (5) who are protected by the power of God
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. (6) In this you greatly
rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by
various trials, (7) that the proof of you faith, being more precious than gold which is
perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; (8) and though you have not seen Him, you love
Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy
inexpressible and full of glory, (9) obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of
your souls.
1. The theology and wonderful truth in these verses is enormous. I start off with Peter. He
establishes his authority by identifying himself as an Apostle of Jesus Christ. Apostle
means to send forth someone that is assigned a mission and message. It is used to
describe two classes of individuals. The first meaning is assigned to those 12 selected by
Christ in the beginning of His ministry, and who stayed with Him through His earthly
ministry up until and were witness of Christ’s resurrection. These qualifications for this
unique apostleship were laid down by Peter (Acts 1:20-22). They were specially trained
and commissioned by Christ to become the foundational pillars of the Church.
The second class of apostles is those sent forth with the gospel message, but other than
the original 12 Apostles. Paul was an Apostle, but he received his apostleship after the
resurrection of Christ, and was not one of the 12. For example, Barnabas and Paul were
called apostles (Acts 14:4, 14), Andronicus and Junias (Romans 16:7), and two unnamed
apostles (2 Corinthians 8:23). Epaphroditus was called and apostle of the Philippian
church in regard to his mission to minister to Paul when he was in prison in Rome
(Philippians 2:25). Paul, Silvanus and Timothy are referred to as apostles of Christ (1
Thessalonians 1:1; 2:6).
An early work called the Didache was written about A.D. 100-110. It states in section 11,
“Let every apostle, when he cometh to you, be received as the Lord.” This work also
mentions false apostles as does Paul in 2 Corinthians 11:13.
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Based on this examination of Peter as an original Apostle, this letter carries great power
and authority. He is a messenger (apostle) sent by Jesus Christ with a message that is
from Christ.
I need to address the man above, Junias. Some say that this person was female, Junia,
and an apostle (Romans 12:6). The difference alleged turns on whether the noun is
masculine or feminine, and it could be either. The Verse reads, “Greet Andronicus and
Junias, my kinsmen, and my fellow prisoners, who are outstanding among the apostles.”
Wayne Grudem concludes that the meaning is Andronicus and Junias who are outstanding
or well known “to the apostles.” (Evangelical Feminism & Biblical Truth. Sisters: Multnomah
Publishers, 2004, p. 223).
2. The readers were those residing as aliens scattered among the peoples of Asia Minor –
or modern Turkey. Peter refers to Christians as strangers living in a foreign country. The
word, parepidemois, describes someone with a foreign nationality and temporary
residence, like a temporary visitor’s visa that is stamped into our passport. That applies to
Christians of all ages. Our real and permanent citizenship is in heaven (Philippians 3:20).
Our identity is one of an ambassador sent to this world to proclaim the gospel of Jesus
Christ (2 Corinthians 5:20). We are just strangers passing through this world until our Lord
calls us to our permanent home, which is that mansion Christ is preparing for us (John
14:1-3).
In the meantime, Christians are scattered or dispersed throughout the world with the job of
spreading the gospel.
3. Peter refers to us as, “chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father.”
Chosen (eklektois) means to choose, pick out or select. It deals with the doctrine of
election, which is God selecting out some without regard of rejecting others. Christians are
chosen, or picked out, according to the foreknowledge of God. Foreknowledge
(proginosko) means to know something in advance of its occurrence. If God knows
beforehand that something is to occur, then He would need to first have it placed and fixed
certain in His overall plan of history.
The historian, Luke, puts it this way, “and as many as had been appointed to eternal life
believed” (Acts 13:48; cf. Ephesians 1:4, 5, 11; Romans 8:28-30).
The thought goes on. The process of our election involves sanctification by the Holy Spirit.
Sanctification means to set apart. God sets us apart to belong to Him. The Holy Spirit is
the one who changes our heart so we can believe to be saved to forgiveness and eternal
life. The Holy Spirit also is bringing us into conformance to image of Christ (cf. Romans
8:28ff.). He saves us, and changes us by working on us from the inside out. He changes
our attitudes, behavior, guides us, comforts us, teaches us – and makes real to us the
things of God.
Paul explains the concept this way, “God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation
through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth” (2 Thessalonians 2:13).
There is still more: the purpose of our election and sanctification. It is to, “obey Jesus
Christ and be sprinkled with His blood” (1:2). The “obedience” is obedience to the Faith, or
the act of belief in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ to personally forgive
our sins, and grant us eternal life. After our initial faith in Christ for salvation, then God’s
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plan is for us to go on in obedience to Him – not for salvation, but go grow as a Christian,
and serve Him.
The last part of this section is the being, “sprinkled with His blood” (1:2). This tells us the
basis of our salvation: the atoning blood of Christ. His sacrifice on the cross paid the
penalty for our sins. As the writer of Hebrews states, “without shedding of blood there is no
forgiveness…at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by
the sacrifice of Himself” (Hebrews 9:22, 26).
4. There is something else in these two powerful verses that we should not overlook. We
see the coordinated working of all three persons of the Trinity. The Father planned our
salvation, or is the source of our salvation, Jesus Christ made it possible through His
sacrifice and resurrection, and the Holy Spirit applied salvation to the individual. In
theology this process is called the “Economic Trinity.”
There is another way of understanding the Trinity: the ‘Ontological Trinity.” This definition
means that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are one. They are fully and totally co-equal,
co-eternal, and co-existent. This refers to the essential nature of something. The
“Economic Trinity,” in comparison, explains the process of how God administrates His
creation. It explains the division of labor within the Trinity as God unfolds His plan for the
ages.
5. From verses 3-9, there is a wealth of information about our salvation, eternal destiny,
and the purpose of suffering in this life. It would be well for you to memorize those verses,
and repeat them once a day. Another interesting revelation of the Trinity is given. Verses
3-5 emphasize God the Father; verses 6-9 emphasize God the Son; and verses 10-12
emphasize the work of God the Holy Spirit. I will explain by going from one verse on to the
next verse.
Verse three names God as the “Blessed One.” As the Blessed One, God is to be spoken
well of, to praise, to positively acknowledge His goodness, grace, love, mercy, justice –
and all that He is in all of His perfections.
His “great mercy” is the motivating factor in His goodness to us. His mercy is His
compassion. Mercy views humanity pitifully afflicted with the results of sin and in dire need
of divine help. God’s mercy is His goodness, kindness and love generously displayed
toward those in misery and distress, regardless of what we deserve. It is God’s bountiful
pity, compassion, loving-kindness ever ready to move out to those in distress.
God caused us to become “born again” to a “living hope.” This means were dead in our
sins, unable to respond or communicate to God, and devoid of even wanting to approach
Him (cf. Ephesians 2:1-5; 1 Corinthians 2:14). This great kindness was made possible
because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
This is so important. If Christ could not come back to life from death through His
resurrection, then it would be impossible to give life to us poor sinners. We are alive,
responsive to God, welcomed by Him, and that gives us enormous hope – not only for this
life, but also the next. The power of the resurrection of Christ becomes the pattern and
guarantee of the resurrection of the believer.
Verse four explains some of what we presently and eternally possess as believers. Our
inheritance is reserved in heaven for us. No one can take it from the believer. Our rich
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bequest for the future is imperishable, that is, it will not be squandered or lost, but is
permanently ours. It is beyond risk. Satan or even we cannot reach it in the present life.
That is a good fact, because usually much if not all of inheritances gained on this earth are
spent by the heir in very short time. It takes so long to save up a sizable chunk of money,
but it can quickly wash through our hands like water.
The inheritance is also is undefiled, or not associated with any fraud or bad reputation, or
unlawfully taken by theft, cheating, or deceit from someone. It is pure, legal, and free from
any moral contamination or stain. God did not cheat someone out of something of great
value and give it to us. What He gave is legal gift.
Your inheritance will not fade away. This can refer to two aspects of our riches. They will
not fade in the sense of being extinguished like pouring water on a fire. The inheritance will
not wear out. James also uses the word to describe the demise of a rich man, “and let the
rich man glory in his humiliation, because like flowering grass he will pass away. For the
sun rises with a scorching wind, and withers the grass; and its flower falls off, and the
beauty of its appearance is destroyed; so too the rich man in the midst of his pursuits will
fade away” (James 1:10, 11).
Peter uses the same concept in describing the lot of the living objects of this decaying
world, “All flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of grass, the grass withers, and
the flower falls off, but the word of the Lord abides forever” (1 Peter 1:24, 25).
My point is that our inheritance is permanently beautiful. Peter and James paint the picture
of a gorgeous and beautiful bouquet of flowers all arranged in their magnificent glory and
splendor. Indeed, the landscape of spring gives birth to breathtaking flowering of trees,
bushes and flowers of all sorts. However, their beauty soon fades away.
Even our own bodies fade away. I think of a beautiful young woman who turns the head of
every man. However, her beauty fades away over time, and the wrinkles, sagging skin,
and the ravages of age reduce the once beautiful woman to a shriveled old woman.
This will not happen to our permanent inheritance. It fits all the requirements of being
utterly beautiful – and the magnificent beauty will never fade way. We will eternally be
pleased and delighted with the beauty and glory of what God has given us.
The last point of this verse is that our inheritance is reserved for us in heaven. It is being
watched over and guarded by God. It is like being locked away in a safe-deposit box in the
bank of heaven. What a hope we have in Christ!
Verse five. We are told that we are guarded by the power of God. To be guarded means a
continual nonstop protection. Guard (phroureo) is a military term meaning to be kept under
the watchful protection of well-armed soldiers. The guarding is sufficient, because it is
accomplished by the power of God. God is willing, eager, and sufficiently able to protect us
from all harm at all times. He exercises this power by producing His will in our lives, and
from the power of death, and securing for us eternal life.
The faith is in reference to the faith we exercise for our salvation. He has in mind our entire
salvation, which is in three parts. First, we are justified, or saved from the penalty of sin.
This is a onetime past event. Second, there is sanctification, which refers to our present
growth in Christ. Third is our glorification that happens at our resurrection in the future, or
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“in the last time.” It is by faith alone through Christ alone that we are first saved, and then
kept safe in our salvation.

The purpose of suffering
6. Peter continues on with his glorious message to us, but he shifts the focus to suffering. If
you recall from the introduction, Peter wrote this letter in the year, A.D. 63, which was one
year before Rome was burned by Nero. That event initiated a brutal and savage onslaught
and bloody persecution to Christians who were blamed for setting the fire to Rome. The
violence radiated out to the outer provinces of the Roman Empire. The Holy Spirit through
Peter was preparing believers for the suffering that would come like a hail storm.
I add to the historical context, which gives more background of what the believers were
about to suffer. In A.D. 66 there was a temporary victorious rebellion by the Jews back in
the land of Israel. Much of the bloody conflict was between more moderate Jews against
the more radical Zealots who wanted to throw off the yoke of Rome.
Sometimes it was Gentiles against the Jews. In A.D. 68 there was a pitched battle between
Jewish groups in Jerusalem in which some 12,000 Jews were killed. The gentiles of
Caesarea, the Palestinian capital, attacked the Jews and slaughtered some 20,000. In one
day the gentiles of Damascus cut the throats of some 10,000 Jews.
At this time there was not a clear distinction in the minds of the Romans between Judaism
and Christianity, although that was about to change. But for all the people, except for the
rich, the violence brought extreme poverty on the people and displacement to other parts
to flee the danger.
The time between Nero’s persecution and the eventual destruction of the city of Jerusalem
in A.D. 70, was one of enormous vice, corruption, and disaster to the whole of the Roman
Empire. Jesus’ prediction became fulfilled when He said of the Temple at Jerusalem, “And
as He was going out of the temple, one of His disciples said to Him, ‘Teacher, behold what
wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!’ And Jesus said to him, ‘Do you see these
great buildings? Not one stone shall be left upon another which will not be torn down’”
(Mark 13:1, 2ff.).
Philip Schaff in his History of the Christian Church, vol. 1, p. 392 quotes the Roman
historian, Tacitus, who began his work right after the suicide of Nero, “I proceed to a work
rich in disasters, full of atrocious battles, of discord and rebellion, yea, horrible even in
peace. Four princes [Balba, Otho, Vitellius, Domitian] killed by the sword; three civil wars,
several foreign wars; and mostly raging at the same time.”
The oppression against Palestine greatly increased. Wickedness abounded. Reprisals
against Rome erupted, and in A.D. 66 the Jews rebelled against tyrannical rule.
Remember there were many Christians that were caught up in the terrible foment. James,
the leader of the Jerusalem church, was murdered in either A.D. 63 or 69.
Nero, who was still living at the time of the rebellion, sent his famous general, Vespasian,
with a large troop contingent to end the rebellion in Palestine. Vespasian launched his
military campaign in A.D. 67, but before he was able to complete the subduing of the Jews,
was called back to Rome. Nero committed suicide in A.D. 68, and Vespasian became the
emperor in A.D. 69, following the lighting quick ascensions and murders of three other
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emperors: Galba, Otho, and Vitellius. As a side note, Vitellius was dragged drunk out of a
dog kennel, dragged through the streets, and put to death.
Vespasian was a good ruler, and restored order and stability to the Empire. He sent his
son, Titus (who ascended to the throne in A.D. 79, the year the volcano, Mt. Vesuvius,
erupted and destroyed Pompeii), to continue the quelling of the Jewish War. In A.D. 70 the
fiery horrific destruction of Jerusalem commenced.
Titus planted his armies, up to 80,000 trained soldiers, on Mount Scopus and Mount Olivet
with a strategic view of the city. He sent many pleas for the radicals to surrender, but they
refused. Many Jews flocked to the city for the Passover celebration and to join the
defenders against the Romans. The Roman Army allowed them into the city, but refused to
let them leave. Mounting attempts to leave the city or to raid the Roman positions, many
Jews were taken prisoner, and at one time upwards of 500 were crucified by the Roman
army daily. The crucifixions were so many, that the army ran out of wooden stakes to
crucify people. They had to go at a far distance to log and transport more wooden stakes
to the execution sites.
The siege of the city started, and then the final Roman assault broke loose on Jerusalem.
The city was flattened to the ground by the soldiers. Upward of one million men, women
and children were slaughtered. During the famine, before the final assault, starvation
ravaged the city. Mothers even murdered their own children for food.
Roman soldiers, driven by greed and anger at the obstinate behavior of the Jews, cut open
the bellies and entrails of some of the Jews, believing they had hidden their gold by
swallowing it.
In that final battle, people could not even see the ground which was covered with blood
and corpses. Up to 100,000 Jews were taken captive and placed into slavery. The Jewish
commonwealth became the sole property of Rome. The land of Israel was taken from the
Jewish people until 1948, following WWII. They became a homeless people, who
nevertheless, remain to this day as a distinctive people with their unique culture and
religion. God has kept them together, though banished to many lands. The Jewish War,
however, placed a definite and permanent distinction between Judaism and Christianity.
The Christians, however, saw God’s hand in the fall of Jerusalem, and began to flee from
Jerusalem before the final slaughter. They scattered and populated the Empire, but
remained subjected to slander, oppression, poverty, and prison. Finally, relief came to
them following three vicious and extended persecutions. The Emperor, Constantine, who
was probably a Christian, issued an “Edict of Milan” that confirmed the religious toleration
extending to all religions. The year was A.D. 313.
Another massacre of note in that historical time was the fall of Masada (A.D. 74). Masada
was a citadel perched atop a high plateau located in the Judaean desert. It had high cliffs,
and enjoyed a view of the Dead Sea. To the Jews, it was the “last stand” after the fall of
Jerusalem. There were 966 people who took refuge. The Romans built a ramp to gain
access to the fortress. When they scaled the last hurdle, they found only one woman with
five children. The rest had committed mass suicide rather than being captured.
It is with this context that I return to the needed preparation by Peter to the scattered
Christians who desperately needed encouragement and instruction on how to live in such
a violent world filled with atrocities, persecution, and poverty. Peter summed the situation
up with this statement, “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which
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comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you” (1
Peter 4:12).
Verse six is based on our security and position in Christ, the power of God, and our future
blessed state in heaven. Because of our secure salvation, we do not need to panic when
suffering comes our way. God permits suffering to come our way for a purpose.
Sometimes His purpose is beyond our reasoning. At those times we just entrust our affairs
to God, who is constantly involved in our lives. We have hope for our future, in spite of
what happens to us.
We need not deliberately heap suffering upon ourselves. Some people suffer much; others
suffer little. We all suffer to a degree even if by just living in this sin soaked world in our
deteriorating bodies. Suffering does not mean that God is mad at us, nor is suffering a sign
of our superior faith.
Sometimes ease and comfort is a test to our faith (cf. Romans 2:4-7). When we have
plenty, and our lives are pleasant, comfortable, our jobs pay us well and we are secure,
and our retirement and savings is growing, we can become lulled into thinking we don’t
need God in our lives. We believe that we can take care of our own lives, and place our
trust in our abilities and the sizable pile of wealth we have accumulated. Our trust and faith
is then misplaced. In the context of money, Paul said to “fight the good fight of faith,” not to
chase money, and to fix our hope on God, not the resources we have accumulated, which
can vanish overnight (1 Timothy 6:9-12, 17-19).
God’s purpose for allowing suffering to come upon His people is for the purification of our
faith. This reward of praise, glory and honor is in addition to the inheritance we are granted
in verse four. We have a base line of wealth in our inheritance that can be added to by our
growth in faith as we walk and serve Christ. We receive this reward at the Return of Christ.
We are reminded again of the great value of faith. It is far more durable, precious, and
brings greater dividends than being a millionaire. It is better than blocks of gold hid in our
basement. Our suffering in this life is just for a little while, and then we will go to our reward
in heaven. It is this attitude of faith in the purpose and power of God as we trust Him in
troubled times that fortifies us to live above our problems.
Life as we know it in this world is fleeting and temporary. Sickness, disease, disaster, loss
of loved ones, broken marriages and homes, bankruptcy, and all the troubles of this world
are only temporary. Our future in Christ with all its blessings is permanent, durable, and
very pleasant.
When we look at the problems and unpleasant circumstances of life from God’s point of
view, we can be comforted, and yes, even joyful as we experience that sense of security in
God.
Verse eight: we nurture our love and faith in Christ, which brings settled joy and dogmatic
hope. This is a joy not given to the unsaved. To the Christian, this joy wells up from all that
we possess in Christ: eternal life, the peace of reconciliation and forgiveness, growth in
Christ, assurance of future completion and glory. People seek to be happy. True happiness
comes from our position in Christ with all its wealth, treasure, grace, and hope.
Verse nine again reminds us that the salvation of our souls is a result of faith, not works,
position, status, or any other thing. Peter uses salvation by faith as bookends to case in
our short season of suffering.
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7. There are other tremendous facts mentioned in this section. First, we learn that people
have souls. Many in the world say that our only life is the physical, and when our bodies
die, that is the end of our being. Peter assured those Christians under the persecution of
Nero, that if they were murdered, their souls would be saved. Death in this world is not the
end of things. Soul (psuche) literally means breath, or the breath of life. It is a good picture,
because when we quit breathing, our life in this natural body is over and done.
By extension, soul refers to that invisible or immaterial part of the person. It is the seat of
our will, emotions, personality, desires, perceptions, and thoughts, sense of awareness or
consciousness. The soul, or spirit, is that very real part of us that at the death of this body,
departs and travels to Jesus in heaven (cf. 2 Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:23).
The second fact we learn is that Christ is coming back to this earth with reward to all His
servants. Peter speaks of Christ’s bodily resurrection in verse three, our salvation that will
be fully accomplished in the “last time” (verse 5), and that our complete salvation will
happen at the future “revelation of Jesus Christ” (1:7). Again we have reference to the
Second Coming or Return of Jesus Christ (cf. Acts 1:11)

B. THE PROPHET’S PREDICTION OF
OUR SALVATION (1:10-12)
(10) As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you
made careful search and inquiry, (11) seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of
Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to
follow.(12) It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these
things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to
you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven-things into which angels long to look.
1. This section speaks of prophecy, which is a powerful indicator and proof that the Bible is
truly the Word of God. No one but God can know and predict the future; further, to predict
and know what the future holds assumes that God has the power, plan, and purpose to
make future events happen. The prophesies were made hundreds of years before they
came true, and some are yet to happen. The prophets refer to the Old Testament
prophets.
This revelation encourages us to know the fact that long before the ages began, God
formed a plan for the history of this world. He also put His plan into action, and assures us
that nothing will change His plan. There are many philosophies and theories of history,
attempts to explain what and why things happen, and what could likely happen in the
future. They are all guesses. It is a fact, however, that God plans and unfolds history to his
glory, and the benefit of His people.
The prophets eagerly sought to know of this plan of “grace” that would come through the
suffering of the Messiah, and also His glory to follow. The suffering Messiah was revealed
to the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 53), and also His glory (Isaiah 11). They did not realize the
great interval of time between the two events. Christ’s glory is yet to come at His return to
earth. His suffering was upon the cross at His first coming.
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His first advent was to pay the penalty of sin, and to reveal God to us. His second advent
will see Him coming as the King and Judge.
2. One practical thing we can learn from these few verses is the importance both the
prophets and angels placed on searching the plan of God. We can identify with their
eagerness, because people all like to know the news of the day. Newspapers and TV news
flood the world, and people flock to listen and read the news. We even are quick to enquire
of the latest happenings in our community or families.
It seems to me that it is to our benefit to want to know the news God has given us in His
Bible, and how that news relates to our personal lives now and forever.
We are constantly bombarded by information and news gathered and disseminated from
the world’s point of view, but without God in the picture. War, famine, disease, tragedy,
storms, change, and uncertainty surround us. The newspapers, and even academic
researchers, try to report and explain the whirlwind of events that happen. Christians,
however, have the advantage of seeing things from God’s point of view.
When bad things happen, it is to our advantage to look for God in the midst of chaos,
difficulties, and uncertainty. We look for the opportunities and lessons He is teachings us.
We need not frantically panic, because we trust God, and believe that He has everything
under control (Romans 8:28; Ephesians 1:11; Matthew 6:25-34). Look at life through the
eyes of faith that has been educated and informed by the Word of God, the Bible, and
tested through our life experience.
3. Another item to realize from these short verses is that the prophetic Old Testament
Scriptures are, indeed, the Word of God, because the information was disclosed to the
prophets by the “Spirit of Christ within them.” We also know that the New Testament is
from God because the gospel was preached to the first Christians through the Apostles
relaying what had been given to them by the Holy Spirit.
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II. GOD’S SALVATION: A MOTIVE FOR HOLY LIVING (1:13-2:10)

A. LIVING IN HOLINESS (1:13-16)
(13) Therefore, gird your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on
the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. (14) As obedient children,
do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, (15) but like
the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; (16) because it
is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I am holy.’”
1. There are five commands in these verses. Actually, there are only two commands: have
hope, and be holy. However, the other participles also support the commands, or take on
the force of commands. The motives for these instructions are strengthened from the
previous verses. Peter says, “Therefore” (1:13). Whenever you see “therefore” that starts a
section of Scripture, you want to determine why it is “there,” “for.” In other words,
“therefore” harkens back to information just preceding the thoughts, and connects the past
information with the present.
The motivation Peter is referring to is that since the Prophets and angels eagerly sought
these rich truths, surely we also should eagerly seek the mind and will of God. Farther
back, we have the motivation of our salvation and position in Christ – that gives us great
hope.
2. The five commands or exhortations are as follows: gird your minds for action…keep
sober in spirit…fix your hope completely…do not be conformed, and be holy.
Gird our minds
Girding our minds means to be disciplined in our thinking. Gird refers back to the practice
of the garments of that day which were long robes. When the people went to work or
travel, they hoisted up their robes so they would not be an impediment to their actions. To
be disciplined is to deliberately view the world from the view of the Bible, which is from
God’s point of view. It is easy to surrender our way of thinking to the world. It is easy to try
to fill up the desires of our heart with the things of this earthly world. Only God can fill up
that void in our hearts. We are to collect the thoughts of our mind, preparing for the return
of Christ – where our true reward is located. When we are buffeted by bad things
happening to us, we do not give way to despair, but lock our hope on Christ and the grace
He will bring.
Action
We are called to action, but action based upon the revelation and instructions of God. We
are not to simply be self-absorbed in our own failures or successes, but to move out
proactively in carrying out the commands of God in dedicated service to Christ. The core
instruction of God is twofold. First, we are to love the Lord our God with our entire mind,
efforts, and heart. The second is to love others as ourselves (Luke 10:27). The Great
commission is to actively take the gospel of Christ to the entire world through evangelism
and discipleship (Matthew 28:18-20).
Sober in spirit
We are to keep sober in spirit. Figuratively, a sober spirit means to keep our minds and
spirits clear from “drunkenness” and excess. In other words, don’t give into and pursue the
allurements and distractions of this world. It is true that we are to influence the world for
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Christ, and we do need to make a living, establish a career, and live in this world.
However, too many times the world reverses the influence, and the church and believers
become distracted and distorted in their view of what is truly important from God’s point of
view. We are to restrain ourselves from falling victim to the world system ruled by Satan.
Fix our hope
Next, we are to fix our hope completely, without wavering, on the future but sure grace
that will be brought to us when Christ comes again. Thus far, Peter has referred to the
future return of Christ four times in this chapter: verses 5, 7, 9, 13. Many times nonbelievers accuse Christians of escaping the troubles of this world by the promise of a
happy after life. They say our hope for a better life is just a fantasy.
For example, Will Durant in the ninth volume of his Story of Civilization, described a
powerful and influential philosopher named Paul Heinrich Dietrich von Holbach. Durant
quotes him in referring to religion as, “the art of intoxicating men…to prevent them from
dealing with the evils with which their governors oppress them…By means of threatening
men with invisible powers, they (i.e. the rulers) force them (i.e. Christians) to suffer in
silence the miseries with which visible powers afflict them. They are made to hope that if
they agree to being unhappy in this world, they will be happy in the next.”
This theme was later carried by Karl Marx, the founder of communism. He called religion
the, “opium of the people.” The full quote by Marx is, “Religious suffering is at one and the
same time the expression of real suffering and a protest against real suffering. Religion is
the sigh of the oppressed creature, the heart of a heartless world and the soul of soulless
conditions. Religion is the opium of the people.” (Karl Marx, Introduction to a Contribution
to a Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right).
In other words, these powerful philosophers reflect the beliefs of atheists and others who
distain Christ and His Church. The idea is that the ruling elite of society oppress the poor,
who are helpless against the rule of the wealthy oppressors. The only hope for the poor
oppressed who suffer under the brutal yoke of the rich and powerful, is to take
revolutionary action. Christians, however, according to Marx, take solace in the imaginary
belief that they will enjoy relief and freedom in the next world. In the meantime, religion is
just a way to numb the souls of the oppressed so they simply accept and not revolt against
rulers.
Christians undergo great suffering and persecution. Sometimes it is just social rejection
and mockery, being ostracized, or in other cases, murder. It is also true that we will have
relief, glory, reward, relief, and a tremendous future in the future after life on this world.
This fact is not an imaginary illusion, but the truth. So far, Peter gives us three colossal
proofs as to this fact. First, the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead (1:3); fulfilled
biblical prophecy (1:10, 11). Later Peter speaks of God as the “Holy One” (1:15), which
speaks of God’s flawless character.
Holy refers to God being perfect in nature and character and One who cannot lie or lead
people astray (cf. Titus 1:2). These three (and there are more) powerful truths demonstrate
that our hope in Christ and the glories to follow are indeed real and genuine – they are not
fantasy, or a numbing intoxication to bear present suffering in this life.
These three proofs give us motive to believe and fully fix our ultimate hope and confidence
in the grace and reward to be bestowed upon us at the future return of Jesus Christ. There
is an end to the suffering and injustice of this world – which will be ushered in by Christ, not
by an elaborate political or social fix dreamed up by the fanciful imagination of mankind.
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Obedience to the Faith
This obedience is an obedience to the Faith we proclaim and believe. Faith is the highest
obedience we can offer. As obedient children, obedience to the Faith is an enduring
foundational characteristic of the basic nature of the believer. We are children of God;
therefore, we take His qualities and partake of His divine nature (cf. 2 Peter 1:3). Just as
we took the nature of our parents when were born into this world, at salvation we are born
again and take the nature of our heavenly Father. We become “new creatures” in Christ (2
Corinthians 5:17).
Be transformed
We are not to allow ourselves to be fashioned (schema), or fall back into the lifestyles and
ignorance we lived in before we were saved. It is a powerful temptation to fall back and
take up again the morals, beliefs, lifestyles and outlook of the cultures and society we live
in, and used to partake of in our own personal lives. Mercedes can become more important
than missions.
The intent with the word, schema, means to not assume outward appearances or activities
that are only superficial and do not reflect the deeper characteristics of our true nature
which we assumed when we were born again from the Holy Spirit (cf. 1:3). Our outer life
should conform to and agree with the inner life given to us by God.
People of this world are ungodly, meaning they live life as if there was no God – or if there
is, He has no interest in this world. This does not mean they are all morally wicked and
evil, but that their lives don’t consider taking into account the reality and sovereignty of the
Living God of the universe – or His place in their lives. They push God off the throne of
their lives, and assume His position in their lives.
Speaking of what is moral or immoral;
one could say that the most immoral
action in this life is to refuse to
acknowledge the God of the Bible,
and to live as if we have no obligation
or responsibility toward Him. It is to
have and live a set of values incompatible with the values of God as revealed in Holy
Scripture.

…the most immoral action in this
life is to refuse to acknowledge
the God of the Bible.

The lusts Peter refers to does not necessarily refer to sexual lust, but rather a strong
craving for something. This lust in the context means the desire inherited from our original
father, Adam, that puts us at odds with God. It is the craving to fill and try to satisfy our
lives with everything but God.
To live godly means to live as though there is a God actively involved in this world, and
giving Him proper respect, worship, honor in our decisions, priorities, activities, behavior,
service, and view of the world. The godly life strives to avoid worry, fear, jealousy, hate,
unforgiveness, and impurity. Faith puts up the barrier against these attitudes common of
the world.
Be holy
We are told, “but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your
behavior” (1:15). Holy One is a title for God. Holy has two meanings. First, it has the key
idea of separation, or set apart. God is set apart from His creation. He existed before this
creation, and he operates above and apart from His creation. He created all the physical
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laws that control the stability and interactions of creation, and He set the course of history
in accordance with His perfect plan. God is all-knowing, all-powerful, and all-present in His
relation to all of reality.
However, He is also very personally involved in the working of His creation; in other words,
He preserves, governs, and directs His creation and all its activities and interactions. He
manages all this through natural and spiritual laws (forces), and by the use of angels and
other agencies.
The second use of holy describes the ultimate standard of perfection. It is sometimes
referred to as “ethical holiness.” God is the only and original source of what is right and
wrong. Right and wrong is not something voted on by culture or standards of society. Right
and wrong is absolute, eternal, unchanging, and perfect, because it is the foundational
characteristic of the very being of God.
God discloses His holiness to humanity through His law, such as the Ten Commandments.
His revelation also includes the heart of humanity, our conscience, special revelation such
as the Bible and in Jesus Christ who is called “the Holy and Righteous One” (Acts 3:1-4).
Peter tells his readers to “be” holy yourselves (1:15). Be means “becoming,” or an entrance
into a new condition or state of being. Inwardly, then, we are partakers of holiness by virtue
of the Holy Spirit residing within the believer. The injunction, then, is for our outward
behavior to match the holiness, or inner power, given us by God. We are to be like our
Father.
Discussion.
There are two very important factors in this section. First, our standard of behavior is not a
set of rules or laws or regulations to live by. It is not, for example, for us to follow carefully
the Ten Commandments. The standard or model set for us is Jesus Christ. One of the
basic laws of learning is sometimes called, “observational learning,” or modeling. That is,
we model our lives by observing someone, and copying them.
Second, Christ is the standard and example for us to live by. However, we still have our old
sinful nature and tendencies to fall back into the ways of the world. We are not perfect, and
will not become perfect in our attitudes and behavior in this lifetime on this earth. Be
patient. Don’t be surprised if you still fall into sin. The Holy Spirit working within us is
conforming us to the image of Christ, but it is a progression over a lifetime, not a onetime
event that we attain (Romans 8:29: Colossians 1:27-29; Galatians 2:20; Philippians 3:12).
We have been declared righteous, are being made righteous over this lifetime, and the
process will be completed at our resurrection.

B. LIVING IN REVERENCE (1:17-21)
(17) And if you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each man’s
work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of you stay upon earth; (18) knowing that
you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life
inherited from your forefathers, (19) but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and
spotless, the blood of Christ. (20) For He was foreknown before the foundation of the
world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you (21) who through Him are
believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and
hope are in God.
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1. Peter explains several motives as to why we are to live holy lives. One is that if (since,
or seeing that) we call the God of the Bible our Father, then as with our human father, we
should conduct our lives in fear or sober reverence. God is not only our Father, but also
our Judge. The judgment spoken of is not that for salvation. Once we become children of
God, that action cannot be reversed.
The relation is like that of our human father. Our father is our father. Someone else cannot
be our biological father. We have only one, whether we like it or not. We have been born
into the Family of God, and we have also been adopted (John 3:3ff; Galatians 4:5).
Nothing can change that relationship.
Consequently, the judgment is of our overall life, and consists of rewards or lack thereof
(cf. 1 Corinthians 3:10-15; Romans 14:10). We will be before the “Judgment Seat of
Christ.” Only Christians will be at that judgment. Non-believers will be before the “Great
White Throne” (Revelation 20:10-15). That judgment will also not be for salvation, but the
degree of punishment for unbelievers.
The two motives, then, for godly or holy living, is that we wish to please our Father, and not
offend Him. We love and respect our Father, because we are family. Secondly, our faith,
hope, life, and service will be evaluated by God our father. It is like taking an exam at
school. We study because we don’t want the embarrassment of failing the exam. Fear and
hope are linked. Fear keeps us from falling away from faith and hope. Fear means to take
our Christian life seriously as we temporarily live as strangers and travelers in this world
alongside people and a world system ruled by Satan.
An encouragement is that God as Judge is impartial. There are so many unfair things that
happen to us in this life. Even Christians may gossip and tell lies about us, or cheat us
unfairly. Some Christians live in comfort all their lives. Others live in the midst of disease,
poverty or war. Their family may have been murdered by marauding rebels. Their property
may have been stolen or destroyed.
All believers, however, are on level ground when it comes to our final reward. Whatever
our environment and conditions or station in life, we can be faithful in our life and service to
God.
2. A third motive for holy living is the realization of the price God paid for our salvation. We
were “redeemed” from the vain way of life inherited by our earthly fathers and the way of
this world. Several lessons can be learned. First, Christ is sinless. He lived a perfect life
without sin, because He could not sin. He was and is God; God cannot sin.
Second, we have the doctrine of “substitutionary atonement.” This means that Christ
became our substitute and took upon Himself our deserved eternal penalty for our sin(s).
Because of His great value (more than all the wealth of the world), he paid the full penalty
for all time for all the sins of all those who receive Him as Savior (Hebrews 10:10-14).
Third, we see the doctrine of “redemption.” In Jewish law, a person who was sold as a
bond-slave for a debt could be set free by the paying of a ransom to the slave owner. God
was terribly offended by sin. Consequently, we are locked up in prison awaiting our
sentence. We were sold under sin like a slave, sold unto eternal condemnation and
damnation.
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A ransom was paid on our behalf. It was offered and accepted by the righteously incensed
and offended Judge, God. The precious blood and sacrifice of Jesus Christ on our behalf
was accepted as sufficient ransom that satisfied God (cf. Romans 3:24, 25). We were
bought out of slavery to the penalty of sin with a payment that satisfied the offended God.
The realization of what we have escaped as believers, and what privilege we have entered
serves as a powerful motive for our living for Christ. A twist on the “futile way of life” given
to us by this world is that “futile” refers to self-deception. This means that the world
promises us good, but it never delivers. It is true that nonbelievers may live happy in this
life. The self-deception is that the good things of this life, and offered by the world, are only
temporary. Eternally, they are rubbish. When the unbeliever dies, all their possessions,
status, and wealth will stay here.
3. The doctrine of foreknowledge is taught, and is a motive, “For He was foreknown before
the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you”
(1:20). The sacrifice on the cross, and resurrection from the dead of Jesus Christ was not
some afterthought or undesigned slip up or mistake of God’s plan. It is not as though God
made a plan for the human race, but was surprised by sin, and had to hurriedly make up
an alternative plan to redeem at least some people.
God’s plan for redemption was built into His original, perfect plan that He made before
creation even occurred. Another comfort we can take is that Christ did appear at the proper
time to do what He did on our behalf. This means that God does have a plan for history,
and it is right on schedule. This world may seem like there is no meaning or plan, and that
history is just a random set of events set in a background of chaos. But, this is untrue. God
does have your history and the history of the world planned, and everything is right on
schedule. This truth, then, is also a motive for holy living.
4. All these things regarding the work of Christ on our behalf mean that it is a wise and
beneficial act to fully place our hope and faith in God. His resurrection guarantees the
truthfulness of God’s plan and Word, and the reality of our salvation. It also demonstrates
God’s grace and love toward us. We were condemned enemies of God, but now we are
His beloved children.

C. LIVING IN LOVE (1:22-25)
(22) Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the
brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, (23) for you have been born again not
of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding word of
God. (24) For, ‘All flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass
withers, and the flower falls off, (25) but the word of the Lord abides forever’ And this is the
word which was preached to you.”
1. The first thing to note in this section has to do with the Word of God, the Bible. Peter
writes that by means of obedience to the Word, believers are purified. The purification of
our selves is the result of genuine serious study and obedience to the Bible. Purification
does not mean that we become perfect, but the Word is an instrument of our progressing
sanctification, or gradual growth and change in our lives. Our faith, hope, spiritual
perspective, quality of life and character grows and changes as we meditate on the Word.
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2. The second truth to note is that the purification of our souls has a direct influence on our
attitudes and treatment of others. Change shows up in our heartfelt liking of other
Christians. Two words for love are used. The first is “phile,” or brotherly love. This refers to
friendship with others. It is to like the company of others, and has more of an emotional
tone.
Another subtle slant is given in this verse. We are to have a brotherly love toward all
Christians. It has to do with class and our old friends. By class I mean that people of a
certain status in life share the same values, go to the same places, and socialize with each
other, but also reject people of other classes. For example, upper class or wealthy people
tend to look down on lower class people. They don’t want to socialize with the poor and
ragged of this world. By the same token, blue collar or working class people feel awkward
around professional and upper class people – they become resentful and jealous. My point
is reflected in the saying, “Birds of a feather flock together.”
Peter tells us that we are to treat our fellow Christians as equals, and not to look down with
distain on other classes or races of people of faith that are not like us. Sometimes
Christians will find themselves socializing and having their primary close, friendly
relationships with non-Christians, but pretend or fake brotherly love toward our Christian
family. We are to have a “sincere” brotherly love toward all Christians. Jesus said that the
distinctive mark of Christians is their love for other Christians, “By this all men will know
that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35).
I need to clarify. You might gather from what I just said that we are not to love nonChristians. I do not mean that at all. We are to show respect and love toward all people,
just as God does. Hatred and distain of non-believers does not have a place in a
Christian’s life. Wherever possible, we are to make common alliances with non-Christians
to make our communities a better place. At our careers we work and cooperate with our
fellow workers. There is, however, a special fondness we have toward other Christians,
just as we have a special love and fondness toward our family members as opposed to our
neighbors who are not family.
The second word for love that describes our relationship with other Christians is “agape.”
This word carries the meaning of having the genuine welfare at heart of another object. It
implies protection, serving, seeking the best interest and welfare of others or something.
An example is the soldier who, for their love of country, places their life on the line to
protect their homeland.
Agape is used to describe love toward people (or things). It means to have the best welfare
in motive and action toward the other person. God loves us with this kind of love, and we
are to earnestly and genuinely have agape toward our fellow Christians.
The twofold prong of this verse is, then, not to confine our love and affection only to people
of our class or race. Secondly, we are to have a special heartfelt and genuine affection
toward fellow Christians as opposed to ungodly people.
Value of the Bible
3. Verse 23 teaches us something else about the Word of God. We have been born again
by the eternal truth of the Word of God. The born again experience is directly
accomplished by the Holy Spirit who gives life to the sinner’s spirit. One mechanism the
Holy Spirit uses is the words of God as recorded in the Bible. The Bible is “living,” but that
does not mean it has a magical power attached to it, but the words are the words of God,
and are the means of bringing life. Those words give the instructions to the non-believer on
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what to believe to be saved (cf. 2 Timothy 3:15, 16). The Holy Spirit uses the Bible as an
instrument in His saving process.
Another issue to stress is the nature of the Bible (1:24, 25). In contrast to the decaying,
dying, contradicting, confusing and changing nature of this world, the Word of God is
permanent, solid, fixed, and eternal. It will never change. God will never change His mind
about what He said in the Bible. We can have the confidence that our salvation, including
our inheritance, rewards, eternal destination, and quality of life is secure. Our salvation is
eternal, which means that we will never again be placed in a situation where we might lose
our salvation. The word abide (meno) describes something that is fixed as to time, place
and quality. This means the Bible is fixed forever regarding anytime, anyplace, and
meaning.
We live in a world that changes values, opinions, lifestyles and understandings on what is
considered beneficial at the moment. A great mistake Christians make is to let the present
or changing values of their culture influence and change the eternal, absolute truths of God
as revealed in the Bible. Cultural values, then, become the judge over the Bible.
One example is homosexuality and same sex marriages. In America, homosexuality used
to be considered as sin, or a psychological disorder that needed fixed. That was the value
of American culture up until the early 1970’s. Same sex marriage was not even thought of
until after the turn of the century. Now both homosexuality and same sex marriages are
considered normal. The change was brought about by the powerful homosexual agenda in
the world of politics and social reengineering. Consequently, many Christians now are
bending their trust in the clear dogma written in the Bible to agree with the current cultural
values. In other words, they let cultural values determine what the Bible says and means.
Evangelizing the lost
4. The last lesson from this section is the manner of presenting the Word of God. Peter
says that the “words” of God were “preached” to the listeners. Word (rhema) describes that
which is spoken, or what is clearly voiced in speech or writing. Preached (euangelizo) is
the combination of two Greek words, aggelos, which means messenger. It is translated as
“angelos,” which translates to angel. The second word is “eu,” which means good. Putting
the two together we come up with euangelizo. When we add rhema to the mix it comes
out, “to be a messenger that brings good news and announces, declares, clearly voiced in
speech or writing that good news or message to the hearers.”
There are seven parts: the sender (God), the message (the Gospel), the messenger
(Christians), clear communication (the presentation), the power (Holy Spirit), the hearers
(the unsaved), and the decision or response (the listener either believes or rejects). We
Christians have our part in this chain of events. If we do not do our part, then the chain is
broken.
I go to this length to point out that the gospel message is to be verbally and clearly written
or declared to those without Christ. Because of perhaps fear of rejection, some in the
Christian world downplays the clear presentation of the gospel message for fear they might
offend non-Christians. They may think they will branded as bigots and intolerant, which
may be true.
Consequently, they will propose another less invasive and direct presentation such as the
need to “dialogue” or “swap stories” with the unsaved. Others might say that to witness is
to just “live the life.” The problem is that somewhere along the line a clear, plain,
persuasive presentation of the gospel needs to be proclaimed and explained to the
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unsaved. The process is to be bathed in prayer, compassion, earnestly, and lovingly – but
the clear message must be given in plain, understandable words.
I recall one time that I had the wonderful privilege of hearing that giant of the Faith, Bill
Bright, speak. He founded Campus Crusade for Christ (CCC). One of their strategies of
evangelism was to go door to door, or to an ocean side beach filled with people – complete
strangers. They approached and presented strangers with the Four Spiritual Laws. It was
plain, direct, and it worked.
Bright took CCC training around the world. He said that in country after country pastors
would say, “It won’t work here in this culture.” However, when the pastors went along with
the CCC trainers, and actually followed the pattern they were shocked to find out that the
direct approach worked magnificently. I would go on to say, in my opinion that the reason
people think door to door or any form of direct evangelism does not work is because they
have not done it. People just think it will not work, because they never try it. Oh, our fear of
rejection is a loathsome power the devil uses to silence our mouth regarding the gospel of
Jesus Christ.
I give another example. This time it is of my mentor in evangelism, Mike McGrady, who
had a seafarers ministry. This was years ago. His strategy was to board a docked
merchant ship at the Port of Portland. He took magazines, clothes, and offered to give
rides to the sailors to the shopping mall or sightseeing trips. However, when he first
boarded the ship, he went directly to the Captain, and presented the gospel. Many
Captains received Christ. Next, he gained permission to go preach or present the gospel to
the crew. Some were hostile, but most were very receptive.
I recall one time he preached a clear message of salvation, and dozens of the sailors
received Christ. He had them form lines to come receive personal prayer and follow up
literature. There were so many it took several hours to pray individually with each sailor
and give them follow-up materials.
I say this with sincere humility. It was under Mike’s mentorship that I led my very first
person to Christ. I simply started a conversation with a sailor, presented the Four Spiritual
Laws, and asked the man if he wanted to receive Christ. Honestly, in my heart, I did not
think he would. It was a shock to me when the sailor answered, “Yes.”
After that, I wrote several gospel tracts, had them printed up, and they were distributed to
the sailors over the years. Some rejected and threw the tracts away, but many kept them,
received Christ, and took the gospel message back to their countries of origin. Tens of
thousands of those tracts were distributed to dozens of countries.
Indeed, the final words of reminder from Peter in this section are, “And this is the word
which was preached to you” (1 Peter 1:25).

D. GROWTH & POSITION
IN CHRIST (2:1-10)
(2:1) Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all
slander, (2) like newborn babes long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow
in respect to salvation, (3) if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord. (4) And coming to
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Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and precious in the sight of God, (5)
you also, as living stones are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to
offer up spiritual sacrifice acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
(6) For this is contained in Scripture: ‘Behold I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner
stone, and he who believes in Him shall not be disappointed.’ (7) This precious value, then,
is for you who believe. But for those who disbelieve, ‘The stone which the builders
rejected, this became the very corner stone,’ (8) and, ‘a stone of stumbling and a rock of
offense’; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they
were also appointed.
(9) But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light; (10) for you once were not a people, but now you are
the people of God; you had not received mercy, cut now you have received mercy.”
We now come to an astonishing part of 1 Peter. It speaks of the power of the Bible in our
lives, and our position in Christ.
1. In verse one, Peter tells us the negatives of certain behaviors. These behaviors were not
confined to Peter’s time, but are part of the human race: malice, guile, hypocrisy, envy, and
slander. They are destructive, like potent poison that destroys relationships and turns sour
our own souls. Peter said to Christians to put those malignant attitudes and behavior aside.
That means we Christians are still susceptible to slip into those maladaptive patterns.
Fortunately, Peter told us the process of holding those negative patterns of behavior at
bay.
2. That process of growth into more adaptive patterns of life involves the Bible. The issue
is that if we put off those maladaptive behaviors, what will we put in their place? A vacuum
is created, and we must fill it with something, or maladaptive behavior will rush right back
in to fill the void. In fact, the process of pushing those unwanted behaviors out and filling
the void with adaptive behavior is by the Word of God, the Bible.
Application of the Bible
Peter speaks of motivation. He uses the picture of a new baby searching for their mother’s
milk. Hunger drives them. They cry with anguish if not fed. The thing that will satisfy them,
and cause physical growth is food. This drive is not confined to new babies, but all people
are driven by hunger. We become grouchy when our bellies are empty. We die if we do not
have food. Even today there is starvation occurring in many places of the world. Peter uses
this picture to illustrate how needy we are for meaningful interaction with the Bible.
Peter also indicates how we are to approach the Bible. As new born babies do not
question their meal, but approach their food with innocent faith, so we are to study the
Bible. It is not to our advantage to question, quarrel with, doubt, or interpret the Bible to fit
our own agendas or to justify our own selfish desires. We are to treat the Bible as the pure
Word of God, accept it as such, and adapt our life to its rich content. We interact with the
Bible with childlike faith.
The character of the Bible is also described: it is pure. We can trust it. It is not
contaminated with error; in fact it is without any error as given in the original manuscripts.
The Bible is inspired by God, “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God may be
adequate, equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16; cf. 2 Samuel 23:2, 3; Matthew
5:17, 18; 22:41-45; John 10:35; 1 Corinthians 2:13; 14:37; Galatians 1:7, 8; 3:16; 1
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Thessalonians 4:2, 15; 2 Thessalonians 3:6, 12, 14; 2 Peter 1:20, 21; Romans 10:17; Acts
20:32).
This means the Bible is fully and completely inspired in all its parts: scientific, historical,
mathematical, doctrinal, and practical. God’s inspiration extends to every word and all the
words in the Bible, even down to the tense of the words (cf. Galatians 3:16; Matthew 5:17,
18). Paul teaches that “all Scripture is inspired,” which excludes any other writings. In other
words, only the Bible is inspired by God and without error.
The Bible is authoritative, meaning it carries the authority of God who has complete
authority over our lives. The Bible is infallible, meaning it does not tend to err or to deceive,
mislead or to teach error. The Bible is sure, safe, and the reliable rule and guide in all
matters.
Peter tells us serious study and application of the Bible is necessary to mature as a
Christian, or grow in respect to our salvation. The Bible tells us how to be saved, how to
live our lives, and what to expect of the future. The Bible forms our attitudes and beliefs,
builds our faith as we learn more and more about how God views the events of the world.
The Bible teaches us how to be a success. It nourishes our soul, and gives us meaning
and hope in life. It guides in our progress to spiritual maturity and wisdom.
In verse three, the “if” is better understood as a completed condition, or “since” we have
tasted the kindness of God, and experienced His salvation.
Another important lesson is that contrast between the negatives of life in verse one,
compared to the earnest desire to feast on the Word of God on a regular basis in verse
two. If we nourish sin in our lives, it will dull our appetite for the Bible. Conversely, if we
take our nourishment from the Bible, then it dulls our appetite for envy, hypocrisy and the
other negatives of sin. Someone has said, “The Bible will keep you from sin; and sin will
keep you from the Bible.”
Verse four and following takes us further into our growth as Christians. From this section
we learn radical and astonishing truths about ourselves, our relation to Christ, Christ
Himself, and God’s purpose and design for us. Peter gives us a metaphor, or picture, of
the place of Christ, Christians, the Church. A metaphor is a figure of speech that makes an
implied but not a literal comparison between two things.
For example, a bad person is sometimes called the, “black sheep of the family.” The
person is not literally a sheep, or is he black, but the saying indicates the person is an
embarrassment to his family. A black sheep normally stays away from the herd. Another
example is, “my brother is boiling mad,” which means he was very angry, but not literally
boiling. A metaphor can also be a symbol, or something that represents something else.
However, we must be careful in this section to separate out what is literal, and what is a
figure of speech. There is a lot to consider in this section.
The Church; value of Christ
3. I start with the revelation about Jesus Christ. Peter compares Christ to a stone in
starting to describe this new feature in God’s program. Christ is a “living” stone (v. 4); the
rejected stone (vv. 4, 7); a cornerstone (v. 6); and an offensive stumbling-stone (v. 8),
precious corner stone (v. 4, 6), chosen cornerstone (v. 6).
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Living stone
Christ is not literally a living “stone,” but He is God who is the source of life. He is a living
Savior, not a dead founder of some new religion. As such, we too are living beings
because of being in Christ. This also describes that feature of the Universal Church that is
a living dynamic organism.
Rejected
Christ is also valued by humankind as someone that is examined, but does not meet the
necessary requirements, and is therefore rejected. We have here a switch or further
revelation of the Universal Church as opposed to the nation of Israel as the instrument God
is working through in this age.
The meaning is that Christ presented Himself as the Messiah to the official leaders of the
nation of Israel. The Jewish hope is for a coming Messiah who will be a mighty political
leader who will rule the world through the Jewish nation. Their hope is true. The Old
Testament prophets clearly predicted this event, and this is referred to in the OT quotes in
verses 6-8.
The official Jewish leaders examined the credentials of Jesus Christ, and determined that
He did not fit their requirements for any Messiah position. They rejected Christ, and had
Him put to death for His claims of being their Messiah and also the God of the universe
(Luke 22:66-23:25).
God then shifted His preordained plan to the next phase, which involved His building of the
Universal Church that would be the instrument He would work through in His interaction
with the world. The nation Israel is temporarily sidelined in favor of the Church (Romans
11:1-11, 25), which is made up of both Jews and Gentiles, or all people who come by faith
to Christ (Ephesians 1:22-23; 2:11-22; 4:4-6; 1 Corinthians 12:27, 28; Matthew 16:18).
Peter is describing what this new entity the Universal Church is like. The church is a living
organism as well as an organization. It is unfolded in Scripture in two parts. First is the
Universal Church that comprises all believers from the Day of Pentecost in Acts chapter
two until the future Rapture or return of Jesus Christ. Second, there is the local church, or
the thousands of visible churches across this world comprised of the now living believers.
The Cornerstone
A cornerstone is the first stone placed at a corner of the foundation of a building. It is
necessary because all measurements for the building start at the cornerstone. Christ, then,
is the cornerstone of this new organism called the Church. Christians are all the other
stones that go into the rest of the building.
The Church is called a “spiritual” house, and can be likened to a temple. In this spiritual
temple believers comprise a “holy priesthood.” This speaks of the doctrine of the
“priesthood of the believer.” That is, all Christians are priests who offer up, not dead animal
sacrifices as in the Old Testament and its physical temple, but spiritual sacrifices to God
through Christ. These sacrifices are very pleasing to God. All believers have direct access
to God through Jesus Christ who is our High Priest (Hebrews 4:4-16; 9:11, 12).
The key ideas of the role of priest are three fold. First, it is to offer sacrifices to God, which
dealt with the sin problem. Second, it is representative, meaning the priest represents the
people to God, and God to the people. Old Testament priests also brought blessing to the
people (Numbers 6:22-26), determining the will of God (Exodus 28:30), and instructing the
people in the law of God (Deuteronomy 31:9-12).
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Spiritual sacrifices
A very practical issue is to identify what a “spiritual” sacrifice is.
 First, it is the offering up of our bodies and ourselves as a living sacrifice to worship
and serve God (Romans 12:1; 2 Corinthians 8:5; John 4:23, 24).
 Second, a spiritual sacrifice is evangelism, or proclaiming the excellences’ of God
(2:9; Romans 15:16).


Third, spiritual sacrifices is praise and thanksgiving offered up to God (Hebrews
13:15; Psalm 50:14; Hosea 14:2).



Fourth, spiritual sacrifices are doing good and sharing (Hebrews 13:16).



Fifth, the generous giving to missionaries is a spiritual sacrifice (Philippians 4:18).



Sixth, prayer is a pleasing sacrifice to God (Revelation 5:8).



Seventh, living out holy lives and faith are sacrifices to God (Psalm 4:5).



Eighth, the giving of our sacrifices must be given from a sincere heart (Psalm
50:14).



Ninth, living our lives with humility and contriteness before God is a spiritual
sacrifice (Psalm 51:17).



Tenth, our spiritual sacrifices are to be joyful. Here is how. Toward the Philippians
Paul considered himself “a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of your
faith, and I rejoice and share my joy with you all. And you too, I urge you, rejoice in
the same way and share your joy with me” (Philippians 2:17, 18; cf. 2 Timothy 4:6).
The sacrifice and service probably refers to “sacrificial service.” The “drink offering”
accompanied most of the sacrifices offer by Israel in their sacrifices to God. It was a
wine that was poured out around the sacrifice. Moses wrote, “and for the libation
you shall offer one-third of a hin of wine as a soothing aroma to the Lord” Numbers
15:7). Paul is saying to the Philippians that he was the drink offering to their
sacrificial service and growth in the faith. The consequent was joy.



Eleven, our spiritual sacrifices produce a sense of satisfaction, like the satisfaction
that comes when we have finished our good work, and are satisfied and content.
Another part of this point is that it takes faithfulness and perseverance to complete
our task here on earth. Paul, just before his death, wrote to Timothy, “For I am
already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has
come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith;
in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness” (2 Timothy 6:6-8).



Twelve, spiritual sacrifices are offered through Jesus Christ our head and High
Priest and only mediator between the believer and God the Father (2:5; cf. 1
Timothy 2:5).

This idea of good works brings up a vital point that can be very sensitive. The world we live
in is a whirling turmoil of good and evil. There are many non-Christian agencies and
institutions that are involved in good works and humanitarian efforts.
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Well intended people sacrifice their lives to help others. We as part of the human race
should be very grateful for the mercy God has brought through the hands of others –
Christian or Atheist. It is an expression of God’s pity and grace to a fallen world.
However, when it comes to gaining favor with God, good works that are not offered
through Jesus Christ gain no merits or favor with God. Good works done through Christ
are well pleasing to God.
Look at it this way. Brilliant doctors and financial donors have built marvelous hospitals and
healing procedures. I am grateful. However, if those doctors, researchers and donors heal
my disease, but do not lead me to Christ, then what eternal good have they accomplished?
My soul ends up in hell.
The same is true of humanitarian organizations, even those administered through the
United Nations and other international efforts. If they feed me, but let me go to hell, of what
eternal good is it?
Another probably controversial point can be made. Humanity could claim that through
science, research, advances in technology, and surplus of funding combined with brilliant
people produce the marvelous advances in health, better standards of living, and all the
creature comforts we enjoy.
I would submit that those resources were not produced by mankind, but are given to us
through the mercy and grace of God. James said, “Every good thing bestowed and every
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights” (James 1:17).
Jesus taught about God, “He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends
rain on the righteous and the unrighteous” (Matthew 5:45). Jeremiah wrote, “Who is there
who speaks and it comes to pass, unless the Lord has commanded it? Is it not from the
mouth of the Most High that both good and ill go forth?” (Lamentations 3:37, 38).
Let me offer an illustration. There are two cities 100 miles apart. People want to build a
road for the purpose of connecting the two cities. A tremendous road is built that goes
straight, is smooth, well lit, no potholes – a wonderful road. There is one problem. Even
though 99 miles of the road are perfect, there is a huge impassable canyon half way
between the two cities. There is no possible way to connect the two perfect parts of the
freeway.
Question: Would you call the freeway a good or bad freeway? Well, if my goal was to use
the freeway to get from one city to the other city, then the road would be worthless – even
though there are 99 miles of perfect freeway. It is the same with God. Our spiritual
sacrifices must go through Jesus Christ, or they are worthless. God has no pleasure in
them.
From here, I return to the description of Jesus Christ as a cornerstone of His Church.
Chosen cornerstone (v. 6)
This can be translated literally, “chosen out one.” That is God the Father in His eternal plan
determined that Jesus Christ would become the foundation and head of this new entity
called the Universal Church. No one else can take His place. He has rule over all. There is
no other way to God than through Jesus Christ (John 14:7).
Precious cornerstone (v. 4, 6)
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Jesus is called the precious cornerstone. The idea of the word for precious carries the
meaning of one held in honor. God has given great honor to Jesus Christ. This carries
more impact by contrasting it with the treatment of fallen humanity who rejected Him and
put Him to death. Christ is precious, but this great value God has placed on Christ, also
belongs to believers. As such, the believer will never be disappointed.
Because of Christ, believers possess praise, glory and honor plus the great inheritance
given by God.
Offensive stumbling and offense (v. 8)
This last description of Christ is that to the world, and in the immediate context the nation
Israel, He is a stumbling block and offense. A stone of stumbling (lithos and
proskommatos) refers to a loose stone in a pathway that cuts against something. The
meaning, then is a loose stone in the path that traveler strikes their foot against. It causes
them to trip and stumble.
The rock of offense from a rock (petra) and (skandalou). The latter is where we get the
word, scandal. Petra is a stony ledge rising up in the path one is walking on, and
skandalou refers to a trap that is set to trip a person walking on the path.
Those who disbelieve are literally, unpersuadable (apeitheia), and are in a condition of
obstinate and stubborn refusal to even open their mind, consider, and be persuaded of the
Person and work of Jesus Christ. Christianity, then to the unbeliever, becomes a
scandalous thing to believe or be associated with.
There is the difficult thought of “appointment” in that unbelievers are assigned to a penalty
for their sin. The appointment is not to actively force people to not believe, but to passively
let people act out their sinful nature in their rejection of Christ. In other words, God ordains
the unbeliever to punishment, not to do the crime. Unbelievers will act out their sin on their
own without any help from God.
From here I will switch to the position of Christians in the economy of creation.
New position for Christians
4. People have several problems when trying to understand reality. We ask the questions:
“Who am I? Where did I come from? What is the purpose of my being here? What is my
role in this world? What is my identity? Where am I going after this life?
Peter answers these questions in describing who Christians are, and what God’s plan is for
us. In chapter one God has already told us where we are going. The descriptions in verse
nine and ten indicate the privileges, functions, destinies, and unique identity of believers.
He identifies seven qualities or virtues of the Christian. When the believer contemplates
these marvelous realities of their position, it should kindle genuine gratitude, thanksgiving,
worship, and service. It is astonishing to behold what God has done for the believer.
A chosen race (2:9)
This begins to flesh out who we are. Race means to be of a people of like culture, descent,
and commonality. It does not refer to an earthly bound race such as Chinese or Caucasian
or Pacific Islander. Together with all earthly races of people, believers have been chosen
to belong to a unique group. The Christian “race” is distinct from the populations of the
world who are outside of Christ. (Cf. Romans 8:15-17, 29, 30; John 17:22; Colossians
1:12, 13, 18; Revelation 1:5; 1 Corinthians 15:20-24).
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Priests/kings (2:5, 9)
Our job title in life is that of a holy and royal priesthood. Holy means God has set us apart
for His favor and to serve Him. Royal is the word for king. We are literally king-priests.
Royal refers to a king. Christ is the ruling King and High Priest. By our identification with
Christ, and with the title of “king” it means believers will have a governing or ruling task and
position in the future millennial kingdom, and eternal state. However, we also have a
unique role while in this life.
Holy nation (2:9)
As a set apart (holy) nation, we are not a nation such as the United States or Liberia. The
word nation (ethnos) is where we get the word for an “ethnic” group. It refers to multitude of
people sharing common identities, and as used in the Bible, separate from the nation of
Israel – that is, being a gentile. It is a group of people who share a common heritage,
language, and cultural tradition.
I must make a special note. The Church is something completely different than the nation
Israel. The nation Israel has a special, unique identity now and in the future. Also, the
Church is not a replacement of the Nation of Israel which still has its unique identity, place,
and function in the future. The Church is not a continuation of the nation Israel, such as a
“spiritual” Israel.
God’s possession (2:9)
The phrase, “a people for God’s own possession,” literally means “a people for an
acquisition.” God has selected believers, and acquired them by way of purchase (cf. Acts
20:28). We do not own ourselves, nor do we exist as a people owned by anything or
anyone else. No earthly government or ruler owns us. Satan does not own us. Believers
are exclusively owned by the living God of the universe – Jesus Christ. Believers are not
their own ruler or god. We are the legal property of God.
The laws of this world determine, for example, what nation we are citizens of, and what
laws to obey. We have courts to enforce the laws of this world. However, in the legal
jurisdiction of the universe, established and enforced by God, we permanently, completely,
and legally are the property of Jesus Christ. We are God’s treasure. Christians are God’s
own private, personal possession.
Rescued from darkness (2:9).
Once upon a time, believers were lost, wandering in the darkness of evil and sin, destined
for eternal punishment by our own choice. Believers were classed as ungodly enemies of
God (cf. Romans 5:6, 10). That was the believer’s former identity. However, God through
His grace has rescued believers and delivered His prized possession into His marvelous
light, into the kingdom of Christ. (Cf. Colossians 1:12-14).
With his usual unflinching manner, Peter classifies as dark ignorance and futility everything
the world calls light. Reason without the power and enlightenment of the Holy Spirit is
classed as darkness, though the world exalts its power over the revelation of Christ.
Reason is good, but it cannot lead us to salvation in Christ, nor inform us about the glories
of God. Therefore, reason causes people to stumbles from one thing to another in
darkness, like a blind person.
Objects of mercy (2:10).
Peter emphasizes that the believers’ new identity in Christ is the result of God’s mercy, not
any merit on the part of people. Believers became the objects of God’s favor, grace, love,
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transforming power, which is made possible by the sacrifice and resurrection of Jesus
Christ.
Messengers of God (2:9).
I have answered the question of where we come from, who we are, where we are going,
and the other deep questions that confront us all. The seventh quality refers to our function
here on earth in this life. Christians have a unique role that is not the privilege of any other
institution, organization, or group on earth. Believers have the exalted role to “proclaim the
excellences” of God.
Proclaim (exangello) means to tell out, proclaim abroad, to publish completely, a complete
proclamation. It is a spoken message. Christians are to take the gospel of Jesus Christ to
the entire world. They are to speak forth the excellent virtues of God, His gracious
dealings, glorious qualities, and marvelous works. If we are, then, to tell all of His saving
grace, then salvation is pitted against certain judgment. In other words, believers are to
warn the world of coming judgment.
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III. GOD’S SALVATION: A CALL TO
SUBMISSIVE LIVING (2:11-3:12)

A. IN RELATION
TO SOCIETY (2:11-17)
Submission is a somewhat foreign concept to this world, because we live in a whirlwind of
rebellion, protests, revolution, wars, oppression, and ruthless rulers. Peter, however, tells
us to submit. Let’s see what Peter says.
(2:11) Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts, which wage
war against the soul. (12) Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the
thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may on account of your good deeds, as
they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation. (13) Submit yourselves for the
Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority, (14) or to
governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do
right. (15) For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of
foolish men. (16) Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but
use it as bondslaves of God. (17) Honor all men; lover the brotherhood, fear God, honor
the king.”
Godly behavior
1. The first submission is to godly behavior. Christians are called and placed in an exalted
position in Christ, and they are to live lives in conformance with their new position in Christ.
Peter first calls his readers, “beloved.” He means to assure his readers of God’s love for
them as he urges them on to godly living. It is a genuine source of comfort to believers to
realize God’s deep love for them.
Peter’s attitude and manner is of help to Christian leaders in how to relate to people. He
motivates by reminding the believers of their great position in Christ, and God’s love for
them. Second, Peter instruction is not an order or harsh scolding, but it is an urging, or “I
urge of you, beg you, please” live for the God who loves you.
Peter reminds them that they are aliens and strangers of this world. An alien is one who
lives in a place that is not their own place of residence. It literally means “dwelling near,” or
a foreigner. It is like having a house in a city, but without the right of citizenship. The
believers home is in heaven where their legal citizenship is (Philippians 3:20).
A stranger (parepidemos) describes a person who is temporarily residing in a place not
their home, and away from one’s own people. Believers, then, are foreigners temporarily
residing in a place not of their legal citizenship. Our passport is issued from heaven, and
we have a temporary visa from this world.
Consequently, we are not to indulge the lusts of this world which wage war against our
souls. Lust is a strong desire for something that is identified by the context. Fleshly lusts
include those listed in Galatians 5:19-21. To wage war pictures a military campaign against
a regenerated (born again) soul. Not only do the lusts of this world impede our progress in
our Christian faith, but they assault our soul. They drive a wedge between the believer and
fellowship and service to God. We are to abstain or constantly hold ourselves back from
the temptations of this world.
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John explains the world’s lusts this way, as rendered by the J.B. Phillips translation, “Never
give your hearts to this world or to any of the things in it. A man cannot love the Father and
love the world at the same time. For the whole world system, based as it is on men’s
primitive desires, their greedy ambitions and the glamour of all that they think splendid, is
not derived from the Father at all, but from the world itself” (1 John2:15, 16).
The purpose of living a godly life is to glorify God in the face of opposition by the world.
Recall that Christians were treated very badly by secular society. Verse twelve speaks of
slander. Later Peter speaks believers going through the “fiery ordeal…suffering…being
reviled” (1 Peter 4:12-14). Nero was about to start his persecution against Christians,
blaming them for setting Rome on fire. When believers live godly lives, but are tormented
by the unsaved world, then their good works will condemn the world in the day of
judgment, and glorify God.
Christian values contrasted sharply with that of the pagans who lived around them. They
did not conform to the world’s customs; consequently, Christians were condemned and
accused of disobedience to Roman law. Contrasts abound.
Pagans delighted in the gory and bloody gladiatorial spectacles of the coliseum. Christians
were sometimes excommunicated if they attended. Christians were thrown in prison for
their faith; not for crimes. Pagan Rome refused slaves some of their religious activities.
Christians sometimes had slaves as their leaders. Pagans deserted their nearest relatives
in the midst of a plague. Christians ministered to the sick. Pagans left their dead unburied
after the battle, and dumped their wounded into the streets. Christians hurried to bring
relief to the suffering.
Sexual immorality was cherished by the pagan Rome; Christians championed sexual
purity. Pagans relished in the accumulation of wealth and fame; Christians generously
gave to the poor and helped the needy.
At the end of the day, Jesus Christ will be vindicated and all will acknowledge that He is
righteous – and that He is the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords (Revelation 19:16). The
values of the world and other religions will be exposed as wrong.
Government
2. Peter taught believers to submit to government. This was in the face of his martyrdom,
and the ruthless, deadly onslaught by the emperor, Nero, and his slaughter of believers.
Believers are to submit to authority for the sake of Christ and to conform to the will of God.
The purpose is that by godly obedience, the foolish rebels against God will be put to
shame.
This is a difficult issue when Christians, in many cases, are put to death for their faith. For
example, not all countries have laws that grant freedom of religion. Some will murder
Christians for their faith. Even in Europe and to a large extent in America, Christianity is
marginalized. It is hard to know when to resist a godless government that murders
Christians. Perhaps one clear situation is when Christians are forced to renounce their
faith. As Peter said in another place, “We must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29).
Certainly it is appropriate to promote the values of God in the market place and
government.
Free people
3. Another teaching is that Christians are to act as free men. Believers are free from the
Law and sin. Paul wrote, “There is therefore no condemnation for those who are in Christ
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Jesus” (Romans 8:1). Christ took the penalty for our sin. However, Peter teaches that we
should not use our liberty as a cover for sin. For example, some will say, “Oh, since I am
now a Christian, I can do whatever I want. I can freely sin.” There is even a name for that
position: antinomianism. It means acting as if there is no law. One such group was called,
“Nicolaitans” (Revelation 2:6). Under the guise of Christian liberty, they advocated
abandonment into sin, including free love.
Finally, in our behavior, Peter taught, “Honor all men; love the brotherhood, fear God,
honor the king” (1 Peter 2:17). These principles are great principles to live by.

B. IN RELATION TO WORK (2:18-25)
“(2:18) Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are
good and gentle, but also to those who ae unreasonable. (19) For this finds favor, if for the
sake of conscience toward God a man bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly.
(20) For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with
patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds
favor with God. (21) For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered
for you leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, (22) who committed no sin,
nor was any deceit found in His mouth; (23) and while being reviled, He did not revile in
return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who
judges righteously; (24) and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we
might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. (25) For you
were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and
Guardian of your souls.”
Slavery and suffering
1. Slavery was common in the ancient world – and still is in many parts of today’s world.
The economies of Egypt, Greece, and Rome were based on slave labor. Italy, for example,
had one third of its population as slaves. Not many Christians were masters, as they often
freed their slaves. Enslavement came by being a captive in war, not paying a debt, inability
to support themselves and thereby selling themselves into slavery to survive, being sold by
parents, being born to a slave, or conviction of a crime.
Many people were better off by being slaves, with the exception of those who were part of
gangs for construction projects. Household slaves were generally treated benevolently.
Many times they were considered as part of the slave holder’s family. Many slaves were
professionals.
A slave could purchase their freedom by saving enough money or being freed by their
masters. These became known as “freedmen,” and included a large portion of the
population. An example of this process is when Paul was captured in Jerusalem and about
to be whipped by the Roman soldiers. Paul said to the officer that he was a Roman who
had not been convicted of any crime. The officer told his superior commander, who in turn
questioned Paul. Paul admitted to being a Roman citizen. The commander then said, “I
acquired this citizenship with a large sum of money. And Paul said, ‘But I was actually born
a citizen’” (Acts 22:28).
In Peter 2:18, the Christian servants were house hold servants, and not slaves such as in
the work gangs. They were to respectively submit to their masters whether they were
treated good or badly. The application is valid to Christians today. In industrial countries
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there are workers and bosses. Christian workers are to respectively work hard for their
bosses – even if the bosses are unreasonable.
As to the issue of slavery, it is popularly condemned by modern societies. However, the
issue is not that clear. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights by the United Nations
says in Article 4, “No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade
shall be prohibited in all their forms.”
However, forms of slavery still exist in this world. There are sex-slaves, child slaves, and
workers that are kept in slavery in many parts of the world. A news report from BBC in their
17, October 2013 website claimed there to be about 30,000 slaves in the world today.
However, slavery goes deeper than the official figures. In many developing countries, for
example, the only work people can find is to work for large corporations who pay very little.
The workers must accept their fate, because there is nowhere else to go. Some cultures
subject their wives and women to the status of, in effect, slaves.
2. When the Christian slaves suffered unreasonable, unjust treatment, they were to
respond with respect, patiently endure, not revile in return, making no threats. They did this
out of an awareness that this response was because of their relationship to God and His
purpose.
For example, non-Christian slaves normally acted with deceit, sullenness, and retaliation
when they could get away with it. Christians, on the other hand, acted differently. Slave
owners became conflicted. First, the owners were made to feel guilty from the slave’s
godly behavior. This they did not like. However, they knew that if they kept Christians as
servants, they were better workers that would work hard and be faithful and honest. By
their testimony, Christians earned the grudging respect of the slave owners.
3. In enduring the suffering, Christians were following the example of Christ. Verse 22-25
brings us to a theological discussion about the Person and work of Jesus Christ. I digress.
First, Jesus Christ was sinless. No sin was found in Him. Jesus is fully human;
consequently, would He not be a sinner also? The answer is no. Though He was born of a
human woman, the Holy Spirit fertilized the egg in Mary (Luke 1:35). Jesus did not have a
biological human father. It is important to remember that sin is not a necessary part of
humanity. Adam and Eve did not have a sin nature. It was only after their disobedience
that they were infected with that disease called sin. Sin is a foreign intrusion into the nature
of humanity.
Somehow, God oversaw the conception of Jesus Christ in His human nature, and
protected that fetus from the contamination of sin. Christ was sinless. He could not sin
because of His Holy Nature. Christ is fully man and fully God, yet in one personage in the
form of Jesus Christ.
Second, in His suffering at the murderous hands of His killers, Jesus did not retaliate, but
entrusted Himself to God the Father. The Father who has all the facts, always judges
righteously and fair.
Third, Christ took upon Himself the penalty for the sins of humanity. His perfect value and
worth was sufficient to pay the penalty for all the sins of the human race. However,
salvation is applied only to those who place their faith in Christ as their personal Savior.
This action was completed at the cross where Christ became our substitute for our sin. The
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penalty of our sin was placed on Christ; the righteousness of Christ was then given to the
believer. An incredible exchange took place. By His sacrifice, Christians are healed from
the devastation of their sin.
Fourth, the purpose and design of God is that we die to sin and live to righteousness.
Believers are designed to shed the destruction sin has brought to us, and gradually be
conformed to the likeness and image of Christ – starting from the inside then flowering into
our life style. This process begins with our rebirth, and then continues by the power and
direction of the Holy Spirit as we take in the Word of God and are renewed in our minds,
feelings and behavior.
Fifth, before salvation, believers constantly wandered like sheep. Sheep need a constant
shepherd to guide and guard them. If not, they will take off in all directions and become
prey to predators. People are like that. We go from this pleasure to that pleasure, always
chasing dreams, and constantly pursue futility. We try to find power, pleasure, fame,
wealth, but in the end it is like catching a soap bubble. It is vanity, and worthless.
If we become wealthy, we die and leave the money to someone else. If we become brilliant
and are filled with wisdom and skill, we die and our brilliance and wisdom goes to the
grave with us. If we have to talent to become a celebrity with beauty, charm and charisma,
we soon become wrinkly, dried up, and end in the grave. If we become strong and become
a champion in a sport, we will still end up weak in old age and lose all our strength. If we
gain all the power in the world, someone else will come and rob us, or else again we die
and someone else will grab it.
It is like Solomon said, “’Vanity of vanities,’ says the Preacher, ‘Vanities of vanities! All is
vanity’’ (Ecclesiastes 1:2). The Hebrew word for vanity is “hebel.” Its primary meaning is
“breath,” as sharply contrasted to something which is firm and enduring. It is the picture of
something that lacks any support, firmness, or continuance. It means to be vain in act,
word, or expectation – to lead astray. It is to be empty, transitory and unsatisfactory. Some
have said that the closest English word to hebel is “soap bubbles.”
The things of this world are not in themselves vain, but they are when put in the place of
God, and are considered the end and goal of life rather than a means of worship and
service to God.
Our niche in the universe is to become the people God has created us for. Happiness is to
return from our worthless wandering in this world to Christ who is the Shepherd and
Guardian of our souls. Christ will shepherd us, care for us, protect us, supply us, guard us
from danger, and finally, usher us into His presence in glory. Christ will actually deliver to
us what the promises and lies of the world dangles before us but never delivers.

C. IN RELATION TO
MARRIAGE (3:1-7)
“(3:1) In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if
any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior
of their wives, (2) as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior. (3) And let not your
adornment be merely external – braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on
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dresses; (4) but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a
gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God.
(5) For in this way in former times the holy women also, who hoped in God, used to adorn
themselves, being submissive to their own husbands. (6) Thus Sarah obeyed Abraham,
calling him lord, and you have become her children if you do what is right without being
frightened by any fear. (7) You husbands likewise, live with your wives in an understanding
way, as with a weaker vessel, since she is a woman; and grant her honor as a fellow heir
of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.”
1. We enter a place of controversy: Saint Peter’s instruction on marriage relationships. He
tells the reader that “in the same way you wives be submissive to your own husbands”
(3:1). The phrase “in the same way” harkens back to previous instructions where we are to
submit to government (2:13) and to slave masters or bosses (2:18). It is best to first give
the historical and theological background to marriage by looking at God’s original and
perfect design.
Marriage relationships
In virtually all marriages there are differences of opinion, and heated exchanges.
Sometimes husbands abuse their wives. At the same time, some wives take away the
headship of their husbands and rule over them. In the Western countries such as America
and Europe, the issue of women’s rights is advanced. Couples are to be equal. All cultures
do not view the “equality” issue in marriage as does the Western world.
It is also true that fallen humanity, with Satan’s help, seeks to distort God’s creative design
for marriages, gender roles, and families. Then there are the effects of the original curse
for Adam and Eve’s sin. As to the latter, the bitter consequence of their action was spelled
out by God to Eve, “Yet your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you”
(Genesis 3:16). What did God mean? I digress again to give a wider historical and biblical
context.
The first key word of our focus is “desire” (tshuwqah) which means to stretch out after, a
longing or desire. The word comes from the root word (shuwq) which means to run after or
over, that is, to overflow such as the overflow of water.
Now I take up the second key word “rule” (masal), which means the ruling or dominion of
one person over another.
The same two words are used shortly afterward in God talking to Cain when the latter had
murdered his brother, Abel. God said to Cain, “And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at
the door; and its “desire” (tshuwqah) is for you, but you must “master” (masal) it” (Genesis
4:7 – emphasis mine). The picture is that of sin crouching like a tiger, ready to pounce on
and overcoming its victim. Crouch is translated from “rabats,” meaning to crouch with all
four legs folded, like an animal stretched out.
Cain, in turn, must learn how to master sin so as not to be overcome. The picture is the
same as when God told Adam and Eve of their relationship. The woman would try to
master or overcome the rule of her husband, and the husband would too severely
dominate his wife.
From this point in time, then, men and women have been against each other. The wife
tends to want to overcome the place of the husband and rule over him; the husband wants
to harshly dominate the wife. In some cultures, the wife is considered as property owned
47

by the husband, and is treated cruelly. If not careful, this tension leads to domestic
violence that tears families apart. Now we need to look at God’s design on marriage roles
and His purpose for men and women.
Originally, at God’s creation, Adam was created first out of the dust, and then Eve was
created secondly out of Adam (Genesis 2:18-25). The woman was, therefore, derived from
man. The purpose for woman was to be a companion and suitable helper to man. Helper is
“azar,” which means to help, assist, or aid. Paul spells out the relationship thus: “But I want
you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of a
woman, and God is the head of Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:3).
Paul clarifies, “For man does not originate from woman, but woman from man; for indeed
man was not created for the woman’s sake, but woman for the man’s sake” (1 Corinthians
11:8, 9).
Before we leave Genesis and go back to Peter, we observe that God gave His perfect
design for marriage. It included one man and one woman who are joined together, with the
additional purpose to produce offspring (cf. Genesis 1:28). The first commands given to
Adam and Eve were to manage and adapt to their environment, and produce children.
Consequently, God’s made marriage and family a cultural institution to be monogamous,
heterosexual, and permanent. After the original sin, however, marriage and family was
messed up like everything else in the world. God later permitted divorce and polygamy, for
example, but it was because of the hardness of the hearts of humankind (Matthew 19:8).
As to value, worth and access to God, Adam and Eve were equals. Eve came out of
Adam. They are closely identified. However, God designed different, but complimentary
roles for man and woman, “However, in the Lord, neither is woman independent of man,
nor is man independent of woman. For as the woman originates from the man, so also the
man has his birth through the woman; and all things originate from God” (1 Corinthians
11:11, 12).
With this context in mind, I return to Saint Peter’s instruction on the roles of husbands and
wives in marriage. The immediate context was that the wives had become Christians, but
their husbands were still unsaved. The wives were trying to win their husbands to Christ
the wrong way. However, the application extends to a Christian marriage as well.
Role of wives
2. As mentioned, Peter tells the wife to submit to her own husband. As always, we need to
be careful and clearly identify the meanings of the words of the Bible. Submit is the
translation of the Greek word, hupotasso. The word means to place oneself under authority
– to voluntarily order or place themselves under the headship of their husbands. It is
generally a military term. The word carries the force of a command. The context is
specifically to a marriage in which the woman is saved, but her husband is not. The wife is
to stop nagging her obstinate husband, and win him to Christ through her behavior. This
instruction does not mean that the wife is to submit to all men. The context is submission to
her own husband.
The arrangement also generalizes out to marriages in general. The Old Testament was a
Patriarchal society, and by divine design, that pattern was carried into the New Testament.
There are those today who vigorously fight against a patriarchal ordered society, but they
fight against God’s design. There is no reason to dismantle how God has ordered His
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creation on the basis that our modern society does not want to acknowledge God’s order.
Submission in general is a concept that the Western world reacts against.
Submission is softened or clarified as Peter proceeds to give illustrations of how the wife is
to submit to her own husband. Before I go farther, I need to address some disclaimers.
There are times when the wife should not submit to her husband. If the husband forces his
wife to commit a crime against God, such as murder or adultery or prostitution, then she
should refuse. There are also those relationships that are so toxic, that it is better if the
wife (or husband) leave. Domestic violence is one of those situations. The wife’s (or
husband’s) life might be at risk.
Another disclaimer, it is not for the husband to force his wife to submit, or to treat her
harshly. We will see the husband’s role in verse seven and following.
I go back to Peter’s instructions. He describes the behavior that goes along with
submission. The wife is to be chaste and respectful in relating to her husband. Chaste
literally means to be pure. This includes modesty, and not a woman given over to wild
living, but is honest and trustworthy. She is loyal and respectful to her husband. One of the
worst things a wife can do is to disrespect her husband. That will quickly drive him away.
Verse three tells the Christian wife to have her adornment not be only of the outer wear of
the latest fashion of clothing and expensive jewelry. The idea is that the wife thought if she
dressed and acted like an unsaved woman, then her husband would be more likely to
receive Christ. However, this would be out of character for her, and tarnish her testimony
to her husband. He is referring to brazen display of outer wear.
Peter did not say for wives to dress sloppy and ugly, but not to go overboard with the
ostentatious display of extravagant expensive hair arrangements, expensive jewelry, and
glamorous dress style. Don’t dress sensually, or be consumed with the ardent pursuit of
beauty. Some women will dress as such, hoping their outer appearance will impress
others. Peter is telling the wives that true beauty and influence starts first in the inner
person. He is saying that it is ok to dress beautifully, but the important thing is the inner
attitude.
As a cultural background, I cite the Roman historian, Juvanal, as quoted by Kenneth
Wuest in his commentary on First Peter, “The attendants will vote on the dressing of the
hair as if a question of reputation or of life were at stake, so great is the trouble she takes
in quest of beauty; with so many tiers does she load, with so many continuous stories does
she build up on high her hair. She is as tall as Andromache in front, and behind she is
shorter.”
Paul in writing to Timothy remarks, “Likewise, I want women to adorn themselves with
proper clothing, modestly and discreetly, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly
garments; but rather by means of good works, as befits women making a claim to
godliness” (1 Timothy 2:9, 10)
Peter says that what impresses God is a gentle and quite spirit. God considers this quality
to be precious. He always looks on the heart of a person, while people look to the outward
appearance. This is the opposite of a wife full of loud blame, mocking derision, lashing out
with anger, cutting her husband down with criticism, and manipulating him to get her way.
If a marriage is filled with criticism, contempt, blaming, and then stonewalling in
communication, then that marriage is miserable and eventually will probably end.
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Peter is not telling the wife to just shut up and do whatever her husband says, even if it is
against the best interests of the family. People can be very influential by communicating in
a reasonable, calm manner as opposed to contentious, aggressive yelling and intimidation
– which only breeds more yelling and defensiveness. A husband is very foolish to ignore
the wise input, analysis, opinions and advice of his wife in decision making. A wife is very
foolish to strive after pretentious beauty wear, and shrill yelling to get her own way.
Verse five gives examples of Old Testament wives. The holy women of old adorned
themselves with a gentle and quite spirit in their submissiveness to their husband. Sarah,
the wife of Abraham, is one such example. Peter makes his case very strong. He
described Sarah as obeying Abraham, even calling him lord. This means that Sarah
recognized and was courteous to the headship of Abraham in the family.
Like any married couple, Abraham and Sarah did not have a perfect marriage. The Bible
records their disputes, and of Abraham’s distress (cf. Genesis 16:5, 6; 21:11, 12). Sarah’s
view of her husband was not that of a slave, but “lord” in this case a title of respect toward
Abraham. When the angels stopped to visit Abraham on their way to destroy Sodom and
Gomorrah, Abraham instructed Sarah to go prepare food for the angels. She did what he
asked (Genesis 18:6), and referred to Abraham as her “lord” (Genesis 18:12).
In Peter’s teaching toward wives, he said that godly women need to follow in the footsteps
of Sarah. Peter says not be fearful. This instruction can mean two things. First, the godly
woman set on serving Christ by faith, and placing her trust in God, need not be afraid of
negative events in her life. Second, it could mean that if the wife related to her husband
with godliness (respect, gentle, quiet spirit, acknowledging the role given her husband, and
then she would not have anything to fear by her husband treating her harshly.
Some may object to the notion that these verses appear to be allotting women to a second
class, inferior person in comparison to the husband, or men in general. Nothing could be
further from the truth. Women in Jewish society and in the Old Testament placed women
on equal status of men. However, men and women were assigned different roles or
domains in some cases. The Bible teaches a patriarchal society that places the husband
as the head of the family. Edersheim, in his book, Sketches of Jewish Social Life, writes of
Jewish women that they, “mingles freely with others both at home and abroad. So far from
suffering under social inferiority, she takes influential and often leading part in all
movements, specially those of a religious character” (p. 129).
I quote Edersheim in length, “The creation of woman from the rib of Adam is thus
commented on: ‘It is as if Adam had exchanged a pot of earth for a precious jewel.’ This,
although Jewish wit caustically had it: ‘God has cursed woman, yet all the world runs after
her; He has cursed the ground, yet all the world lives of it.’ In what reverence ‘the four
mothers,’ as the Rabbis designate Sarah, Rebekah, Leah, and Rachel, were held, and
what influence they exercised in patriarchal history, no attentive reader of Scripture can fail
to notice” (p. 130).
He goes on to give an illustration taken from Jewish lore, “A certain wise woman said to
her daughter before her marriage: ‘My child, stand before thy husband and minister to him.
If thou wilt act as his maiden he will be thy slave, and honour thee as his mistress; but if
thou exalt thyself against him, he will be thy master, and thou shalt become vile in his
eyes, like one of the maidservant’” (p. 130).
There are also the examples of powerful, godly women such as Miriam, Deborah, Ruth,
Manoah’s wife; the mother of Samuel, Abigail, the wise woman of Tekoah, Esther, Rahab,
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and the list is long. Consider the names given to woman in their creation. The man is
called, “Ish,” and his wife is “Ishah,” simply his equal. The husband is called, “Gever,” or
the ruler, and the woman has her own domain as “Gevirah,” meaning the mistress, or
“Nevath bayith,” the dweller at home.
Role of husbands
3. Peter not only gives wives instructions, but also husbands. Here, again, I approach a
subject that many in this world will find objectionable, and downright obnoxious. You will
see, as I proceed. As a disclaimer, I am just telling you what Peter wrote while under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
The verse reads, “You husbands likewise, live with your wives in an understanding way, as
with a weaker vessel, since she is a woman; and grant her honor as a fellow heir of the
grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered” (1 Peter 3:7).
Husbands need to dwell together with their wives. I suppose this is evident, but married
couples are to spend time with each other. This can be difficult if one of the spouses
travels for a job. Soldiers, for example, are sent on deployment for perhaps a year or so.
This puts a great strain on the family, and care must be taken to stay in touch as much as
possible. It is important for both husband and wife to build and maintain their marriages
with deliberate intent.
Husbands are to live with their wives in an understanding way (gnosis). Gnosis is literally
knowledge. It is used in a practical way in which edification, or building, is implied. It is an
action of the will where inquiry is made, but grounded in love and which leads to correct
action.
As applied to husbands, they are to actively be interested in the wellbeing of their wives,
whether spiritual, physical or emotional. Consider the opposite. Sometimes husbands
ignore their wives. They become involved in other activities, and take their wives for
granted. Actually, I have known husbands who spend more time playing video games than
with their wives. They may be physically in the same house, but their attention is
elsewhere.
God’s design places the husband as the head of the house, and leadership comes with
responsibility. Husbands are to seriously and respectively consider the wishes, workload,
and be on the same page with the wife. Wives are not to be treated with distain, or ignored,
or considered inferior or too ignorant to listen to. Husbands are to listen to and pay
attention to their wives, find out their needs and dreams, and work with their wives. Wives
are to be treated as the most important person in the husband’s life. A good woman for a
wife is one of the greatest gifts God has given to a husband.
Here is the part that some may object to. Wives are a “weaker” vessel (skeuos). A vessel
is a container for something in the sense of an instrument to be used for its designed
purpose. A ship, coffee cup, and vase are vessels. The first thing to note is that both men
and women are vessels made by and for God. Both are breakable. Both have a purpose
and design to glorify and serve God. God owns both vessels. Vessels are valued and must
be taken care of, maintained and protected.
The verse states that men are the stronger vessel. Weak (asthenes) is to be without
strength. In this verse it used in a comparative sense. Both men and women are weak as
to our whole person. The weakness includes physical or emotional weakness, and not to
intellectual inferiority. Paul speaks of women having a greater tendency toward spiritual
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deception than men. He writes, “But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his
craftiness, your minds should be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to
Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:3).
In another place Paul writes, “And it was not Adam who was deceived, but the woman
being quite deceived, fell into transgression” (1 Timothy 2:14; Genesis 3:6, 13). The
temptation Satan placed before Eve was that the tree was good for food, a delight, and
desirable. She caved in to Satan’s lie. The verse reads, “When the woman saw that the
tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was
desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her
husband with her, and he ate” (Genesis 3:6).
The husband is to honor (time) his wife. The word refers to worth, dignity, esteem, value,
or recognize. Husbands are to hold their wives in high esteem and value their ideas,
contribution, hard work, their basic worth as their close companions in their journey
through life. As to worth, both husband and wife are joint heirs in God’s gracious gift of life.
In terms of value and worth, wives are equal to husbands in the sight of God.
Peter also links the marriage relationship to effective prayer. Fighting, indifference,
resentment, hostility will hinder (enkopto) the prayers of both the husband and wife. The
word means to cut into something. Roads were cut into pieces to impede persons, or to
place a sharp object for the traveler to stumble on. Hindrances can impede Christian
growth. To have our prayers hindered, is to be so hobbled with trouble in the marriage, that
prayer is forgotten, placed aside or the people are too embarrassed to go before God to
pray. A husband fighting with his wife has his heart too full of bitterness, pride, hostility,
resentment to approach God.
A final factor to note from this section is that God’s design for marriage is for one husband
and one wife. Same sex marriages are forbidden, and certainly outside the approval of
God. In fact, Jude very bluntly writes, “Just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around
them, since they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went after
strange flesh, are exhibited as an example, in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire”
(Jude 7).
Going after “strange flesh” is a departure from the appointed course of nature and seeking
after that which was unnatural. It is pursuing other flesh than that appointed by God for the
fulfilment of natural desire (Alford). Another commentator has it as departing from the
course of nature, and going after that which is unnatural (Jamieson, Fausset, Brown)
(JFB). In other words, homosexuality is considered as a “perversion,” and is translated as
such by Phillips translation and the New International Version.
Consequently, since homosexuality is counted as a perversion, then it follows that same
sex marriages are also a perversion, according to the Bible. One final side bar is that there
are those who say the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah was that the people were not
hospitable. Jude, however, clearly identifies the sin as sexual immorality and
homosexuality.

D. RELATIONSHIPS IN GENERAL (3:8-12)
“(3:8) Top sum up, let all be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble
in spirit; (9) not returning evil for evil, or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for
52

you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing. (10) For, ‘Let him
who means to love life and see good days refrain his tongue from evil and his lips from
speaking guile. (11) And let him turn away from evil and do good; Let him seek peace and
pursue it. (12) For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears attend to their
prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.’”
1. To sum up the relations between husband and wife, as well as with all Christians, Peter
stresses the qualities of harmony and sympathy with others in their joys and sorrows,
showing genuine brotherly love, kindness from the heart, and a deliberate humble mind or
attitude. These standards summarize the nature of Christian relationships.
2. Next, Peter contrasts the positive qualities with what too often characterizes how
families relate to each other as well as Christians in general. For example, a husband and
wife will disagree, and then the quarrel escalates to yelling, or sometimes throwing things
or physical violence. The issue that started the quarrel is forgotten, and they start insulting
each other – seeing who can insult the worse and loudest. Then evil actions are swapped.
Rather than trying to win the fight, Peter says to give a blessing. A blessing is to praise or
say and act out good things against others. It means to cause to prosper, to make happy,
and to bestow good things. We are not to bless so as to earn a blessing from God, but we
bless others because we have already been blessed by God by gaining eternal life,
forgiveness of sin, and a splendid inheritance in heaven. We receive blessing from God
through His mercy and by faith; we pass it on to others through sincere love. Christian
relationships are to build each other up, encourage others, help one another, and keep a
positive attitude.
3. In quoting Psalm 34:12-16, Peter emphasizes three tremendous principles Christians
are to follow. We could call these principles of success – to be happy with life and
experience good days. The items are what we think and say, what we do, and our spiritual
life. Let me explain.
First, Christians need to monitor their hearts and attitudes. Our thought life is in view.
Verse ten refers to our tongue, but what comes out of our mouth starts in our hearts and
attitudes. Peter teaches to “refrain” our tongues, which means that evil and deceit
naturally come from us, and we need to kick it to the curb.us
Evil (Kakos) in general means to do things that are malignant, have a bad influence,
useless, bad, destructive, injurious, to cause injury, or pernicious. Guile (dolos) is to
deceive, literally, to bait and snare something. It is to decoy, trick, lure, to entrap, delude,
or entice. It is what Satan did to Eve. It is to promise something, but doing something else
with the goal of gaining something from the victim.
When I was a youth growing up on a ranch in Idaho, there were many wild bobcats that
would come in and destroy the chickens and other farm animals. My father would hang a
piece of meat on a tree limb, but underneath the bait was a steel trap. When the onerous
bobcat tried to get the bait, they landed in the trap.
Another illustration is the “bait and switch” trick used by many retail stores. They will
advertise an item that is very cheap, but when the buyer goes to purchase the item, the
salesman will say, “Oh, we are out of that item, but I have another item to show you.” They
tricked or lured the buyer into coming for the cheap item, but once in the story, the
salesman tried to hook the buyer into a more expensive item.
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Unfortunately, some politicians use guile. They will lie and promise something to gain
votes. However, when they get in office they do the opposite of their promises.
Deception is a strategy of Satan. The word describes the false teachers that lead
Christians astray with wrong doctrine (2 Corinthians 11:13-15; Revelation 12:9; 13:14;
20:3, 8, 10).
Second, to live the good life we are to turn from evil and do good things. We are to bend
aside when we see evil coming, and believe me, evil will come to the believer in many
forms and temptations. Rather believers are to highly value and identify how to vigorously
seek how to establish peaceful relations with others. Peace is good; conflict is normally
bad. I say normally, because sometimes conflict is necessary such as in war, or stopping a
criminal.
However, there will be differences between people, whether it is workmates, spouses, or
family members. Too often, the parties will fight over who is right, and try to prove the other
person wrong. If that doesn’t work, some may try insults, deceit and manipulation, and
attack the character of those they disagree with. It is important to peacefully settle
differences. One needs to solve problems with courtesy, finding common ground,
maintaining positive relationships, considering all legitimate interests, and coming up with
wise, fair, and just decisions. Above all, do not violate any moral or biblical principles, and
make sure you glorify God in all that you do.
The third step to success is our spiritual life. We are to live a godly life. That is, we live as
if God does exist, knows all our weaknesses, is aware of all that we do, He listens and
answers our prayers, and that He has the power and will to discipline His children, and
punish His enemies. To embrace evil is to set oneself against the God of the universe.
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IV. GOD’S SALVATION: A CALL TO SUFFERING (3:13-4:19).

A. THE PURPOSE FOR
SUFFERING (3:13-4:6)
“(3:13) And who is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good? (14) But even
if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. And do not fear their
intimidation, and do not be troubled, (15) but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always
being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope
that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; (16) and keep a good conscience so that
in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may
be put to shame.
(17) For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right rather than
for doing what is wrong. (18) For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the
unjust, in order that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but
made alive in the spirit; (19) in which also He went and made proclamation to the spirits
now in prison, (20) who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in
the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons,
were brought safely through the water.
(21) And corresponding to that, baptism now saves you – not the removal of dirt from the
flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience – through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, (22) who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and
authorities and powers had been subjected to Him. (4:1) Therefore, since Christ has
suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same purpose, because he who has
suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, (2) so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh
no longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God.
(3) For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the
Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousals, drinking
parties and abominable idolatries. (4) And in all this, they are surprised that you do not run
with them into the same excess of dissipation, and they malign you; (5) but they shall give
account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. (6) For the gospel has for
this purpose been preached even to those who are dead, that though they are judged in
the flesh as men, they may live in the spirit according to the will of God.”
1. Peter starts off this section dealing with suffering, by reassuring the believer of the
protection and love of God. He tells us that since God cares for us, and is aware of our
circumstances, there is no one who can harm us. Normally, people will not bring us harm if
we are zealous and sincere in our good works that glorify God, and seek the welfare of our
fellow man.
However, there are times when Christians are persecuted for their faith, and if their zeal for
good works goes contrary to a despotic ruler – such as Nero in Peter’s case. It is true that
Christians are martyred for their faith. As I write this, there are Islamic radicals such as the
Boko Haram in Nigeria, or the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria that murder Christians just for
being Christians. They are given two choices: convert to their brand of Islam, or die. The
problem becomes, then, how to reconcile Peter telling us no one can harm us, but when in
reality, enemies of Christ do kill Christians.
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For an example of suffering, an article in the National Catholic Reporter of September 7,
2012, states that somewhere in the neighborhood of 150,000 Christians are martyred each
year around the world.
Peter explains the difficulty this way: even if Christians do suffer for their faith and doing
well, it is actually a blessing to them. Blessed (makarios) means to be pronounced happy,
fortunate, to be well off, and to have good fortune. It means to admire the good fortune that
comes to a person. The good fortune may be material goods, children, a marriage partner,
riches, fame and such. Sometimes the word was used to describe the freedom of the
wealthy from the ordinary worries and cares of this world. Many times the word is
translated as “happy.” Incidentally, this is the same word that Matthew uses in the
beatitudes in chapter five.
The fate of Christians who suffer for their
faith or doing good is to be spiritually
prosperous – happy. From the vantage
point of suffering in this world for the sake
of Christ, we normally think of a negative
experience. From God’s point of view, if we
suffer for our faith or doing good in this
world, we are fortunate. Christians believe and act upon this truth by faith. Our prosperity
comes from God. If not in this life, then blessing will come in the next.

From Gods point of view, if we
suffer for our faith, or doing good
in this world, we are fortunate.

2. Peter teaches us how to respond to the experience of suffering. First, don’t let fear be
lodged in our hearts as the enemies of Christ intimidate the believer. Don’t become
disturbed or agitated.
Second, believers are to sanctify, or set apart, Christ as the lord (kurios) of their heart.
Peter is pointing this remark at Jewish readers. Kurios refers to Christ being the Jehovah
of the Old Testament, and the title, Christ, identifies Him as the Messiah. The idea is to
submit to the lordship of Christ as the motivation and guidance for our lives. It is to place
Christ on the throne of our lives.
Third, we fortify ourselves with prayer and mutual encouragement. Paul wrote for
Christians to be persistent in our prayers, and boldly proclaim the gospel in the face of
opposition. Again, caution is needed in how to express our Christian faith. For example, it
would be suicide to flaunt our faith, which may bring quick reprisal from the opponents of
Christ. Sometimes it is necessary to go underground with our Christian faith.
Fourth, know your theology and how to defend your faith. We are always to be looking for
opportunities to explain the gospel. The gospel plants hope in our hearts, which is the
medicine for fear. Defense comes from a word that describes an attorney defending
charges brought by a prosecutor or another person in a civil trial. We are instructed to
defend the truth of the Bible, but with gentleness and respect toward the one attacking the
Bible and Christian Faith.
The fundamentals of the Faith are as follows:
 The inerrancy and authority of the Bible
 The Trinity and that God is One, and the Creator of all that exists.
 The Deity of Jesus Christ, and His work on the cross.
 The creation and fall of humankind, our redemption and resurrection through Christ.
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The Holy Spirit as a Member of the Trinity.
The Church as the body of Christ of which He is the Head.
The future return of Jesus Christ to this earth.
The substitutionary sacrifice of Christ for the penalty of sin, and other doctrines of
salvation.
The reality of angels: both Satan and demons, and good angels.
The reality of heaven & hell.

There are many proofs for the Bible. Here are three that probably are the best, at least to
my mind.
 The miracles and resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead (John 20:30, 31).
 Fulfilled prophecy of the Old Testament (Romans 1:2).
 The character of God, who cannot lie or lead us astray (Titus 1:2).
3. Peter also tells us to keep a clear conscience. People will spitefully insult us and accuse
us of being a hypocrite. Our part is to make sure our walk equals our talk. A clear
conscience means we are not guilty of shaming Christ, or our testimony to people. Peter
places this truth right after his instruction to defend the faith. If we live a double life, people
will find out, and it will nullify our witness for Christ – and chastisement from our loving
Father in Heaven.
4. Verse seventeen gives another insight into suffering. The Bible says it is better to suffer
for right than for doing wrong. However, the encouragement in the face of suffering is that
it is permitted by God. People always ask the question, “Why do bad things happen to
good people?” In the first place, who is a good person?” (cf. Romans 3:9-20). Goodness
comes from our position in Christ. The answer given by Peter is that God permits suffering
when it is His will for our lives. Recall, when we suffer for doing right, it is a blessing or
reward to the one suffering.
5. Verse eighteen is full of wonderful truths. First, Peter gives Christ’s example that reward
or blessing follows suffering. Christ suffered terribly on the cross when He became our
substitute for sin. He was sinless, and His gracious act was one of great good. He was
innocent, yet falsely accused, slandered, tortured and finally put to death for the believer’s
sin. There was a powerful transaction that took place. The guilt and deserved eternal
penalty due the sinner was transferred completely to Christ. The righteousness of Christ
was then bestowed upon the believing sinner. The reward to Christ, as an example to
suffering Christians, was His resurrection eternal life, the salvation for many, and exaltation
to the throne of heaven.
Second, we Christians are encouraged with the Christ’s suffering “once” for all the sins of
all those who place their faith in Christ. Christ’s purpose was to take away all the penalty of
sin that we might be reconciled to God. We are blessed with the forgiveness of sin, given
eternal life, will be resurrected, and also exalted in some way with Christ. This is the
greatest of blessings we sinners can possess. We are very well off, immensely fortunate,
handsomely prosperous, happy, and in a word, marvelously blessed.
6. Verses 19, 20 offer an unusual glimpse into the spiritual world, and reveals part of the
events of Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection, and points to the literal makeup of the Bible.
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Hades
First, we are told there is a prison for the spirits of those who reject God. An example of
this rejection involves those who mocked Noah when he was building the ark. From other
places in the Bible, we learn that this prison is named “Hades” (Luke 17:23).
Second, we learn that between the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ He traveled to
Hades in spirit. His physical body was still in the grave. Christ proclaimed to those in that
residence. If we add the information from Ephesians 4:8-10, which includes a quote from
Psalm 68:18, we find that the location of this spirit prison is somewhere under the earth.
Christ evidently proclaimed to those spirits of His final victory over sin and death (cf.
Colossians 2:15.
Third, another thing that happened while Christ was in Hades, is that He led captive a host
of captives (Ephesians 4:8; Hebrews 4:14; 9:11-13, 23ff.). This refers to the saved people
of the Old Testament. Evidently, Hades had two compartments: one section for the saved,
another section for the unsaved. When Christ descended into Hades, He proclaimed
victory to the saved spirits, judgment to the unsaved; He then gathered up the spirits of the
saved and took them into heaven. The partition for the saved was called “Abraham’s
Bosom,” or “Paradise” (Luke 16:22, 23; 23:43).
A fourth fact we can learn from this section is that Noah was a real, historical person who
build an ark, and there was a worldwide flood in which only eight people were saved. This
observation also confirms the accurate and literal contents of the Old Testament. Peter, as
a companion of Christ and a major leader in the Church was writing under the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit. What Peter wrote was without mistake. If Noah and the flood were literal,
then the entire creation story as given in Genesis can be assumed to be true.
7. Peter returns to the issue of suffering (4:1ff.). He tells us that we will suffer in this life just
as did Jesus. We are to expect, and not be surprised, to experience indifference,
resistance, mockery, persecution, and even execution for our faith in Christ. In spite of the
embarrassments we may encounter, God has designed us to live for Him. Gradually, we
are to take up the same mindset about this life that did Jesus.
8. We also learn some about the prevailing lifestyle among the people of that day. Peter
seeks to contrast the life of non-believers of that day with the Christian lifestyle, and the
conflict it caused. He tells us the prevailing secular cultural behavior this way, “having
pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousals, drinking parties and
abominable idolatries” (4:3).
Human nature does not seem to change, because this describes much of what occurs
today. Anyway, Peter says that because Christians do not participate in such “excess
dissipation” they are mocked, persecuted, and even murdered. Excess (anachuis) refers to
pour out to overflowing, such as water running over in a sink, or stagnant water in a slough
after a severe rain storm.
Dissipation (asotia) has as its original meaning “incurable.” Then it took on the meanings of
dissipation, gluttony and indiscipline, or riotous and disorderly living. It is the same word
used to describe the Prodigal Son in Luke 13:15 who squandered (asotia) all his
inheritance. It means an abandoned degenerate life, or to be an incorrigible person.
This is the picture Peter gives us regarding the end result of plunging into a wicked
lifestyle. It is not that God doesn’t want us to have fun – far from it. The result of this
lifestyle is to make a waste of one’s life. It is like the value of a stagnant slough or swamp
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that contains waste water runoff and that grows malaria bearing mosquitos. It is a life that
is wasted. Humans are not designed by God to participate in such useless things.
The reaction from those who live such a lifestyle is mockery toward Christians. Good
behavior makes them guilty, and they wish to justify their own behavior by making
Christians look weird and stupid. Then when a Christian falls into sin, the world highlights it
by exposing the hypocrisy. They can tell themselves, “See, Christians are not as good as
they claim. They are no better than us.” Again they can point to the backslidden Christian
to justify their own bad behavior. Christians do stumble and backslide. We still have our
own tendencies toward sin. It is important to not act “holier-than-thou,” but just to live out
our Christian life. Remember that a Christian life is not a perfect life. An unbeliever is a
sinner; a Christian is a saved sinner. That is the difference.
Another strategy profligate non-Christians use is to redefine what is good and bad. If
Christians point out that the Bible declares a particular lifestyle to be sin, again the
Christian is mocked. The enemy of the gospel will say that love and tolerance overrules all
behavior that the Bible says is wrong. However, love as defined by the world is never as
the Bible portrays love, but rather is defined in such a way that excuses bad behavior. The
critical issue, however, is that God gets to establish what is ethical, good, bad and godly.
God is God, not His enemies.
The reaction of those who opposed Christians in Peter’s day was to “malign” (blasphemeo)
Christians, or literally to blaspheme (4:4). The opposition charges Christians with pride,
hypocrisy, and secret crimes (cf. 2 Peter 2:2). Blaspheme means to speak with contempt
against God, Christianity, or Sacred things, and not necessarily against mankind as such.
As it was in Peter’s day, it is the same today.
An example of how the world maligns God is with the nation, Israel. They are God’s
chosen people, and will have a major role in world history when Christ comes. There is
hardly a people anywhere who have been abused and held in contempt more than the
Jew. Historically, hatred toward the Jew has been one major constant theme in society.
Why such a hatred against the Jew? They are the people through whom God brought to
the world His Bible, and through whom the plan of redemption was unfolded through
history by the Messiah, Jesus Christ.
9. How should Christians react to this abuse? Verse five teaches that it is God who gets to
be the judge in that Day of Judgment. He will judge all generations of people. He will use
His own standards to judge people. His standards are clearly defined in the Bible.
Consequently, when people speak with contempt against the Bible, they are speaking
against what will one day judge them – they speak with contempt against God.
Verse six explains that the gospel was preached to and accepted by Believers. Even
though they are maligned and judged by the world in this life, God has granted them
eternal life. This is the will, desire, and plan of God for Christians.
The Christian reaction against insult and abuse is to adjust one’s attitude. Vengeance is
not in our hands, but God will bring judgment and punishment. Christians are to simply live
our lives in a godly way, knowing that even our behavior will bring more judgment toward
those who harasses Believers. If Christians do engage the non-believer, which is entirely
correct, we must do it with utmost courtesy, respect, and an eye toward leading that
person to Christ.
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B. THE RESPONE TO
SUFFERING (4:7-19)
“(7) The end of all things is at hand; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for
the purpose of prayer. (8) Above all, keep fervent in our love for one another, because love
covers a multitude of sins. (9) Be hospitable to one another without complaint. (10) As
each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of
the manifold grace of God.
(11) Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the utterances of God; whoever serves, let
him do so as by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified
through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
(12) Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for
your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; (13) but to the degree
that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of
His glory, you may rejoice with exultation.
(14) If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory
and of God rests upon you. (15) By no means let any of you suffer as a murderer, or thief,
or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; (16) but if any suffers as a Christian, let him not feel
ashamed, but in that name let him glorify God.
(17) For it is time for judgment to begin with the house hold of God; and if it begins with us
first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? (18) And if it
is with difficulty that the righteous is saved, what will become of the godless man and the
sinner? (19) Therefore, let those also who suffer according to the will of God entrust their
souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right.”
This section of first Peter gives more detail on how Christians are to respond to mental or
physical suffering they encounter.
1. Christians are to pray (4:7). The manner of prayer is given. First, we realize that the end
of “all things” will come in God’s timing. That means the end of the contempt against God
and His people will not go on forever. Subsequently, we are to be patient, waiting on God
to accomplish what is His will.
Secondly, Believers are to maintain “sound judgment and sober spirit.” The “sound” and
“sober” are similar. We are to be soberminded (nepho), literally to be free of intoxicants
such as wine. Metaphorically it means to be vigilant, sober, discreet, aware and watchful.
To be sober (sophroneo) is to be of a sound mind. The word literally means to save, to
deliver or protect, moderate as to opinion or passion, self-controlled, self-restrained,
understanding.
The practical application is to be calm and collected and wise in our thinking and
evaluation of the circumstances in our life. We are to deliberately look at life as does God.
The opposite is to have our minds riddled with fear, worry, anger, and uncertainty. It is with
sound mental preparation and attitude that we are to approach God in prayer. That way we
can pray in faith and clarity.
2. Christians are to be careful in our relationships with our fellow Christians (4:8). We are
to love each other, and when we have this frame of mind, we tend to overlook the mistakes
of others. The idea is that as God has forgiven our own sins, then in turn we forgive others
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for their mishaps and mistakes toward us. We forgive and forget any perceived or real
offenses. This attitude curbs gossip or making public the failings of others. The love
mentioned is agape, which means to have the best welfare of the other person in mind. It
is the opposite of self-centeredness, but rather, to genuinely seek the good for others.
3. Christians are to be hospitable to others (4:9). Along with this gesture of kindness and
sharing with others, is a sincere attitude in our hospitable. Hospitality comes from
philoxenia, which literally means “love of strangers.” The “philo” part of the word refers to
brotherly love, it is different than agape.
In that day of severe persecution, many Christians had lost everything, and many
wandered homeless. Believers are to be ready to help others who are in need. This does
not mean that we are to fall victim to those who take advantage of our generous but
sometimes naivety, and are just using us for their own welfare.
4. Christians are to be active in Christian service to one another (4:10ff.). There are two
categories of service mentioned in verse eleven: speaking and service. The other spiritual
gifts could fall under these two umbrella classifications. Speaking refers to preaching and
teaching, making sure we are careful to teach the true Word of God.
Serving others is to be done in the power and strength of God as He endows us with what
we need. This means that in our service to Christ must be done in the power of the Holy
Spirit to bring about spiritual results.
The end result of our Christian service is to glorify God, not ourselves or any organizations
we may work for or be a part of. This is important. There are many fine Christian relief
organizations, church pastors, evangelists and other servants who lose sight of the overall
goal of their work: to glorify God. Some organizations started out very sincere as they
carried out the work Christ had given them.
However, over time, and maybe with the passing of the leader, the organization becomes
an end in itself. Sometimes they become just another bureaucracy that forgets about Christ
and exists only to perpetuate itself, or to please generous donors. If people are not coming
to Christ and being built up in the Faith, then that organization has lost its way.
Whatever God calls us to do, we do it with all our heart, sincerity, focus, effort, and in the
strength God gives us. He will always give us the strength to do what He wants. Whatever
service He gives us, we take it seriously, and take care of it like careful professional
workers.
One way to look at Christian service is to excel in three areas. First, we must know Bible
and theology – the intellectual part. Second, we must develop skill sets such as leadership,
counseling, writing, acts of mercy. God gives us our skill sets, and we work to develop
them. Perhaps another word for skill sets is spiritual gifts. Third, we need to develop our
ability to exercise our relationships with people. This would include how to manage conflict,
anger management, etc. Of course, this is always undergirded with our personal spiritual
growth in Christ and our fellowship with Him.
5. Christians are to have the right attitude toward opposition (4:12-16). First, we need not
look for opposition, because it will come if we live for Christ. Peter says to not be surprised,
or think that it is strange or unusual to experience opposition to the Faith. He calls the
perils of being a Believer as a “fiery ordeal” (puroo).
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The word is used metaphorically in Ephesians 6:16 as the “fiery darts or missiles” hurled
by Satan. The Romans shot arrows tipped with burning fire at their enemies. We can
determine that the persecution that comes may be very destructive as it comes from
Satan, and it was used as a very destructive weapon against the Roman enemies. Indeed,
the persecution of Nero was soon to be unleashed violently against the Christians of
Peter’s day.
I need to give a qualification. Not all Christians in all time and in every society will suffer
brutal persecution. However, it is not unusual to suffer harshly for the Name of Christ. We
keep in mind that the world hates Christ, and by application Christians (John 15:18, 19).
We also know that, “all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2
Timothy 2:12). Opposition may come in the form of wealth and ease, or subtle lip service
or marginalation of Christianity in academia, the arts, politics, and culture in general.
I was struck by a recent homily by Archbishop Thomas Wenski at St. Anthony Church in
Florida, USA, 4/23/2015. He pointed out that during the 20th Century some 45 million
Christians died because of their faith! There are 150,000 Christians murdered each year
because of their faith. He cited the International Society for Human Rights that estimates
80% of the acts of religious discrimination is directed against Christians. The Age of
Martyrs did not end with the execution of Peter and Paul. We still endure Peter’s warning
of a “fiery ordeal.”
Second, Peter calls his readers, and by extension Christians today or in any age,
“beloved.” It is better translated, “beloved ones,” or “divinely loved ones.” It refers to God’s
love toward us. He does not hate us, but He knows the events of this world and what
happens in yours and my life. It gives us hope to know that the Governor of the universe
loves and cares for us in our troubles, and that He has a good end plan for us.
Third, Christians are to rejoice by suffering for Christ (4:13, 14, 16). Suffering for Christ
means that we are identified as belonging to Christ, who is the King and Lord of the
Universe. We are sharing the sufferings of Christ, and that means we will also share in His
glory in victory, and rest under God’s blessing. Never be ashamed for being identified with
Christ. Peter gives this information that the “Spirit of glory” rests upon those persecuted for
His name. That means that the glory of the Creator of the universe is assigned to us as it is
to Christ. Christians are in good hands, and are operating from a position of power – the
power of God.
Another qualification Peter makes is that we should rejoice when the suffering comes from
our belonging to Christ, not because we have done wrong and are suffering the
consequences.
Fourth, Christians place their faith in the purpose of God (4:12). His testing is to enlarge
and develop our faith and Christian character. When we can see the purpose of God’s
dealings, it gives us hope. We are not bewildered, and our faith does not sink when we
have hope.
Fifth, Christians are to entrust their souls to God in the face of suffering (4:19). When we
realize that suffering is permitted by the will of God, and for His good purpose for us, then
we can entrust our souls to Christ. There are no surprises with God. He has planned,
created, and governs all things after the counsel of His will, and for His purpose.
We are to entrust (paratithemi) or commit our souls to God, believing that He is ever
faithful to guard and take care of our souls. We can trust God. We are also taught there is
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an afterlife and that we have an immaterial part called a “soul” that will reside in heaven –
and God guarantees that part of His plan on our behalf.
The bodies we live in here in this life will soon be dead and buried in a grave – or disposed
of in some manner. It will stay there awaiting the Day of Resurrection (1 Thessalonians
4:14ff; John 5:19-39) when it will be reunited with our soul or spirit. Our soul goes directly
to be with Christ upon our death in this life (2 Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:23; Luke
23:43). We realize that “God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thessalonians 5:9).
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V. GOD’S SALVATION: A CALL TO SERVICE (5:1-14)

A. HOW TO SHEPHERD (5:1-4)
“(5:1) Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the
sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, (2) shepherd the
flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily,
according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; (3) nor yet as
lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock. (4)
And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.”
1. Verse one establishes for us the truth of Peter’s words. He says that he was an eyewitness to the crucifixion of Christ. We live in a day that is far removed from the events of
the Bible. We may think that the Bible is something that was just made up by someone
who was intent on starting a new religion. Peter establishes his authority and that of his
words by telling his readers (and also us today) what he personally heard, learned and saw
from Jesus.
2. Peter also gives us an example on how to correct or encourage someone to better
behavior. First, Peter said he “exhorts” (parakaleo) the leaders he was addressing. The
word means to call to one’s side, and to urge one to pursue some course of conduct in the
future. Parakaleo, when looking at the past, means to comfort someone. Peter also calls
himself a “fellow elder.”
Note the sequence. First, he established his authority, and then he comes down alongside
of and places himself on the same level as the other elders. To place ourselves on the
same level as the one we are exhorting or correcting gives greater acceptance and weight
to what we say. Humility in instructing others carries great influence. Peter did not establish
himself as presiding over the other elders.
Elder is one title of an officer or leader of a local church. Titles varied, but all referred to the
same position. Other titles are bishop (overseer), and pastor. These titles are referred to
the same office as the names are used interchangeable (Acts 20:17, 28; 1 Timothy 3:1;
4:14; 5:17, 19; Titus 1:5, 7; 1 Peter 5:1, 2).
In Ephesus, for example, Paul called the “elders” of the church (Acts 20:17) and said of
them, “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers (i.e. bishop), to shepherd (i.e. pastor) the church of God which He
purchased with His own blood” (Acts 20:28).
3. Paul teaches in Ephesians that God has given to the Universal Church apostles,
prophets, pastors, teachers, and evangelists (Ephesians 4:11,12ff.). These gifts to the
church also speak of the major functions of any church: pastor (shepherd, or pastoral
care), Bible teaching, and to evangelize.
4. Verse two and three teach leaders of a local church on how to lead the flock God has
given them. First, church leaders are to “shepherd” the congregation. Shepherd is to
feed and tend as a shepherd does to his sheep flock. Duties include to rule, or discharge
the duties of a shepherd: tending, leading, healing, feeding, guiding, and guarding the
flock.
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Second, leaders are to lead their congregations. Peter says to “exercise oversight.” They
are the public figure that represents the church to the local public. Their leadership needs
to be willingly and voluntarily. This speaks to heart attitude. Leaders need not lead out of a
sense of being forced, harboring resentment, complaining, halfheartedly, in a word, simply
not liking the job, but grudging going about the duties. Being a pastor can be discouraging.
Many times harsh criticism comes their way, programs don’t work, bitterness, weariness
and stress takes its toll.
However, the job of a pastor is a duty God has given them. They need to take their job
seriously, and with a willing, positive, eager attitude. It is a privilege to lead a flock of God,
it should not be an onerous task.
Third, the office of pastor is a calling from God. Peter reminds the pastors that God has
allotted some of His congregation to be cared for by the pastor He has selected for that
position. If someone does not sense a definite urging or call from God to be a pastor, then
they should refrain. One way to determine if you have been called to the ministry is that if
there is anything else in the world you want to do, then don’t become a pastor. The call to
ministry is the sense that there is nothing else in the world you would want to do.
Furthermore, it is the feeling that “woe is me if I don’t preach the gospel as a pastor.” The
call is a long, lingering persuasion in your heart that you are called to the ministry.
Fourth, pastors should not commercialize the pulpit. The pastor is not in his position to
make money, but to care for God’s flock. It is true that pastors need to supply for his family,
and sometimes that means taking a part time job, or being a tent maker pastor.
Unfortunately, when a pastor has a secular job, he is too tired to give his full life and
energy to the ministry. There needs to be balance in the pastor’s life.
Fifth, pastors should not “lord” it over their congregation. Christ is the Lord, owner,
master of the congregation, not the pastor. Pastors have not been given the power to
ruthlessly reign, scold, order, force, intimidate as an emperor, owner, or master over his
congregation. Of course, the position of pastor does carry great respect and carries great
responsibility. The congregation must not rebel against the pastor, but pray, love, support,
encourage, and willingly follow his leadership as the pastor follows Christ.
Sixth, the pastor’s greatest influence over his congregation is to lead by example. HIs
most powerful influence is his moral persuasion arising from his personal competence,
spiritual life, and character. People will respond more to what we do rather than what we
say. Leadership is critical. It is said that the pew will never be higher than the pulpit. People
will sense what is important to the pastor, and follow his passion. For example, the pastor
cannot urge evangelism, expect the congregation to evangelize, but not win souls himself.
The people will ignore his words.
The pastor in tenderly caring for the Chief Shepherd’s flock, must pray for the people,
counseling them, be with them when they are sick or are in trouble, visit and pray with the
people, and remember how sacred is the pulpit when he stands before the people to feed
them the Word of God. Another saying is that everything rises or falls on leadership.
At the same time, pastors must take care for and give quality time to his family. Life can be
difficult for the pastor’s wife as she hears all the criticism against her husband, and many
times feels alone, used, and neglected. Sometimes the pastor is drained from ministering
to the people, and has no energy left for his wife and family.
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There are three main temptations for the pastor. One is sexual temptation toward other
women. Second is pride. Third is over money. Another temptation with the pastor is that it
is easy to become lazy. The pastor’s time management is his own, and it is easy to take
too many naps, and loiter too long in his office, and not be checking on the flock.
Seven, pastors are to lead according to the will of God, not their own ambitions, or by
the dictates of secular society, or go off into tangents that may be good, but are not the will
of God for that congregation. Pastors can have a lonely life as they preach and teach the
Bible which challenges the thinking, values, and lifestyles prevalent in their immediate
society. As he leads, he must be much in prayer, in the presence of God, and in the Bible
as he carefully sets the direction of the church.
Eighth, there is great reward to the faithful, hardworking pastor. When Christ returns,
faithful pastors will receive the prize of “unfading crown of glory.” When the athletes won a
prize in an event in Peter’s time, the reward would be a crown of flowers to place on their
head (1 Corinthians 9:25). Those wreaths would soon fade away; however, the pastor’s
reward is permanent.
This prize or reward is special to pastors and ministers. The pastor’s work in not in vain.
His efforts are not without pay. God will not ask anything of us that He will not reward and
recognize. He will not be in debited to, impose upon, or take advantage of any person. He
pays His workers. The minister’s work is an honor and privilege, not drudgery. God’s
standard for rewards is linked to the amount and quality of our Christian service (e.g. 1
Corinthians 4:8, 10, 13). Rewards are often pictured as “crowns” in the Bible (1
Thessalonians 2:19; 2 Timothy 4:8; James 1:12; Revelation 2:10; 3:11; 4:4, 10).
Ninth, pastors need to be humble. I will expand on this in the next section. In verse five,
it addresses young men, or the sub ministers to “likewise” to be humble. The likewise
points back to the pastor’s role. The idea is to respect and submit to the authority and
direction of older mature pastors.

B. THE VALUE OF
BEING HUMBLE (5:5-11)
“(5:5) You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe
yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to the proud, but gives
grace to the humble. (6) Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God that
He may exalt you at the proper time, (7) casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He
cares for you. (8) Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about
like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. (9) But resist him, firm in your faith,
knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren
who are in the world. (10) And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all
grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen
and establish you. (11) To Him be dominion forever and ever. Amen.
1. Humility is a beautiful thing to behold. It is contagious, and is one component that
charismatic leaders possess. The opposite of humility is pride of which God is opposed to.
Humble (tapeinos) carries different nuances. It is a Christian virtue. Literally, it means
“low.” It is used to describe those of low origin, as lowly peasants, or insignificant people or
places.
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It is also used in the good sense as modest or obedient, and genuine concern for the
welfare of others. Christ’s own self-giving on our behalf and for our interests is a model.
Humility is when Christians live for one another and for God. It is a readiness for service to
others. It is the opposite of self-importance, self-exaltation, pride, boasting, thinking
ourselves better than other people, believing we are smarter, richer, stronger, and wiser
than others.
As to God, tapeinos carries the meaning of adjusting ourselves to Him. He is the exalted
one, and we are lower than Him. It is a total trust in God that expects everything from Him
and nothing from our own power or ability. It calls for our subjection to Him, meaning we
place our whole trust in Him.
Christ “humbled” Himself before the Father resulting in the Father exalting Him. I think it is
best to let Paul describe humility in action. He wrote,
“Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of
you regard one another as more important than himself; do not merely look out for
your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. Have this attitude in
yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of
God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself,
taking the form of a bond-servant…He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to
the point of death, even death on a cross. There also God highly exalted Him”
(Philippians 2:3-9).
Thus, Peter taught us to be subject and humble before those of higher authority, toward
other believers, and then before God Himself. However, along with humbling ourselves
means that someday at some time, God will exalt us to a place of honor that He has
prepared for us.
Pride, persecution, humility
2. There is more detail to this connection between pride, persecution, and humility. The
picture in verse six is that God by His permissive will, permits persecution to come upon
the believer. We are surprised! Why would a loving God permit His children to undergo
persecution? The answer is in verse five where Peter writes, “God is opposed to the proud,
but gives grace to the humble” (5:5; James 4:6; Proverbs 3:34; Matthew 23:12).
Pride is a natural problem for people. One culture believes they are better than another
culture. The Army thinks they are better than the Navy. Wealthy people who live in
marvelous homes and wear fine clothes think they are better than poor people who live in
shanties and wear rages for clothes. Educated people think they are better than the lowly
laborers. I speak, of course, in generalities. Here is a practical example in church life.
Many times a young inexperienced pastor will be working under an older, wiser, mature
head pastor. Maybe the young pastor is fresh out of seminary or Bible school, and they are
filled with pride over how much theology they know. In seminary, students argue over even
minute theological points, and try to win arguments. When they get their first job in a
church under a senior pastor, sometimes the young pastor will begin to think they are
better than the experienced pastor. Their selfish ambition takes over in their heart.
Consequently, the young pastor, filled with pride, will try to overthrow and grasp the job of
the senior pastor. Trouble and strife permeates the church. The young pastor tries to get
the church members to follow him, and fire the senior pastor. James puts it this way, “For
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where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing” (James
3:16).
This is why Peter says to the young pastors, “be subject to your elders; and all of you,
clothe yourselves with humility toward one another” (5:5). Pride is the opposite of humility.
In fact, pride is what entered the heart of Satan; he tried to overthrow God, lost his
rebellion, and was fired from his position.
I will speak more of Satan in the next few verses, but here I want to focus on his pride
since pride contrasted with humility is the issue Peter is explaining to us. There are two
major passages in Scripture that explains the career of Satan from his beginning to the end
and eternal state of his tortured existence (e.g. Ezekiel 28:11-19; Isaiah 14:12-17). There
are, however, many more passages that refer to and describe Satan.
According to Ezekiel’s rendering, it was while Satan held his high position in heaven that
he sinned against God. In His interaction with Satan, God reports, “therefore I have cast
you as profane from the mountain of God…I cast you to the ground” (Ezekiel 28:16, 17).
Pride turning into violence seems to be the core of Satan’s sin, “You were internally filled
with violence, and you sinned…Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty you
corrupted your wisdom by reason of your splendor (Ezekiel 28:16, 17; cr. 1 Timothy 3:6;
Isaiah 14:13, 14).
Now I return to the question of why does God allow trouble to enter our lives, if He loves
us? It seems as though when we are engulfed with suffering, our pride is deflated. In other
words, suffering is a mechanism used by God to chip away at our prideful hearts. His
promise, however, is that at His proper time, he will exalt us. The Holy Spirit is conforming
believers to the image of Jesus Christ, who gave us the example of humility.
This also brings me back to the pride of the young pastor who seeks to exalt himself and
become prideful in his selfish ambition. I have heard and read from many older, wiser,
successful pastors (and have experienced it myself) that a pastor cannot be truly effective
as a pastor of a local church until he has gone through a major failure or humbling himself.
When he crashes into a wall of failure, so to speak, he can then display more compassion,
mercy, understanding, and grace to those in his congregation who themselves have fallen
into trouble. Through his humbling experience, the young pastor can identify with the
frailties, failures and weaknesses of his fellow human beings.
How to handle worry
3. We all are vulnerable to anxiety. If we were not, then God would not tell us how to cope
with anxiety in the face of fearsome circumstances. To humble ourselves before God in
this occurrence (v. six) means to yield to the circumstances that God is using to humble us.
He places us under pressure for our purification, but also will raise us up to that place of
safety and honor. Trouble, however, brings fear, worry, and anxiety. Peter tells us how to
handle worry.
We are to “cast” the whole of our anxiety or worry upon God. Cast (epiripto) means literally
to throw, or to deposit something with another for their keeping. Two verses in Psalms
echo this thought, “Cast your burden upon the Lord, and He will sustain you; He will never
allow the righteous to be shaken…Commit your way to the Lord, trust also in Him, and He
will do it” (Psalm 55:22; 37:5).
Casting is the act of confident reliance on His goodness, and exempting our self from
anxiety. The word is used to throw a blanket or saddle upon a horse’s back. After cinching
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the saddle, one can mount the horse and be confident the saddle will remain and carry the
rider. Looking at this example another way, when we throw our saddle upon the mighty
horse, he will carry the saddle. The saddle is out of our hands and on the back of the
horse. It is the same with God, when we throw our worries upon Him, He will carry the
burden for us. However, to Him our worries are no burden. God welcomes the opportunity
to carry our burdens.
When we deposit our cares upon God, it is a once-for-all committal to God of everything
that would trouble us in life. Peter says that God cares for us, that we are of His great
concern. Of what benefit would it do us to worry, because God Himself is more concerned
for our welfare than we could ever be? Anxiety is the opposite of faith (cf. Philippians 4:6;
Matthew 6:25).
This exhortation comes in the form of a command, not a suggestion. It is to make up our
mind that whatever worries that might come our way, as a way of life we trust God and not
worry. Worry grinds against humility, because the two are at odds. Worry is a form of
exalting ourselves above God and ultimately depending upon ourselves to solve our
problems rather than trusting God.
I do not mean that we do nothing to solve or deal somehow with the worrisome problems
that plague us in life. Life is simply a never-ending series of solving problems – some little,
some big. Worry, however, does nothing to solve the problems of life. It just gets in the
way, drives up our blood pressure, clouds our brain, robs us of sleep, and even spooks us
to irrational decisions and actions. We also keep in our mind that trouble has a purpose,
God permits it to develop our faith and humility, and in His timing, He will exalt us.
We must remember that the Christians of that day were undergoing severe persecution,
and lived for the most part in abject poverty. They were on the move to escape those who
would have their life. Even Peter who wrote these words was looking at a death sentence,
along with his brother in Christ, Paul. Those Christians had plenty to worry about. They
serve as great examples for us today.
Worry normally comes when we borrow trouble and think it to be terrible and awful and we
cannot stand it. Worry is to have “what-if-ites.” That is, we say to ourselves, “Oh my, what if
this or that happens. It is horrible to me if it does. I won’t be able to cope or stand it.” We
don’t know what the future holds. It is not healthy to dread that something negative may
happen to us.
Here are some ways to counter worry. First, tell yourself, “So what is that dreadful thing will
happen to me?” Answer “what if” with “so what.” Another tool is to write down all the
negative things you think will happen to you in the future. Set the paper aside. Come back
to in a few months and see how many of those dreadful things actually happened. If you
are really unlucky, maybe 1% actually occurred. You borrowed trouble and worried about
things that never happened.
A third tool is to remember that God is always there in any future negative experience. You
can repeat to yourself, “So what, God is there.” That is true. God will be there in any future
event that can happen to you. That is a fact.
I must put in another caution. Don’t make foolish decisions, and expect that God will be
there to cover your mistakes, or to deliver you from the bad consequences you have
brought upon yourself. Don’t be presumptuous toward God. For example, you decide to go
buy a brand new Cadillac automobile while you are out of a job, or don’t make enough
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money to make the payments. Don’t expect God to be there when they come to reclaim
the Cadillac that you haven’t made any payments in the past six months. God will not pay
your payments. He will, however, use the situation to teach you a lesson for your own
good.
A fourth tool to combat worry is to pick out the negative situation that you think will happen.
Write out a plan of action in case the negative event actually does happen. That way you
can put the worry aside, because you will know what to do.
A fifth tool is to make a habit of looking for the opportunities in the midst of an actual
negative event.
4. Peter brings us to the satanic part of persecution. In our evaluation and problem solving
of the various problems that slam us in life, we need to be aware of satanic involvement in
the events of this world and our lives. Peter said to be of sober spirit and be on the alert.
The two words sober minded (sophroneo) and be alert (gregoreo) are very descriptive.
Sophroneo is to be rational and clear headed, and not be distracted or flood our minds with
worry, agitation, bitterness, pride and the like. Gregoreo is to be vigilant or spiritually alert.
In problem solving life’s troubles and suffering, we will be better off if our minds are not
flooded, even paralyzed, with anxiety, but clear headed in wise, rational decision making.
Under troubles or persecution we will have fear, but fear can paralyze us. I recall a US
Navy seal saying one time that fear can save your life, but panic will get you killed. A little
fear will keep us from complacency and passivity, and gives us the energy to carry out
wise solutions.
Peter gives us very good reason to be spiritually vigilant with a clear mind. We live in a
reality of both spirit and material. Our bodies are made of matter just like rocks, trees,
buildings, people, and the physical universe. However, there is also a spiritual universe
inhabited with spiritual beings. These realms are not mutually exclusively, but have direct
contact and lively interaction with each other, although in this material world we are not
directly aware of the activities in the spiritual world.
People are made up of three parts: spirit, soul, and body (1 Thessalonians 5:23). For the
believer, when we become born again, we are made alive in our spirit (Ephesians 2:1, 5;
John 3:3, 5, 6). Our spirit is that which communicates with God. The Holy Spirit Who
indwells every believer communicates with our spirit (Romans 8:9, 10, 16). Our soul
contains our emotions, intellect, will, personality, and conscious awareness. Our body is
made up of matter such as bone, flesh, blood, DNA, water, etc.
These three parts operate like a hand in a glove. Our spirit expresses itself through our
soul, which in turn expresses itself through our physical body relating to this physical
universe.
I come back to the spiritual world. It is made up of angels, demons, and the souls of
departed human beings, God, heaven, hell, and many things we humans are not aware of.
(Cf. Hebrews 12:22-24; Ephesians 6:11-13).
Demons are fallen angels arranged in their rank and file, and operate under the
management of their leader, Satan (Ephesians 6:11-13). They roam the world motivating
evil by working through and influencing people. Their activities are limited by the
permission of God (e.g. Job 1:6-12; 2:1-9). Satan smote Job by working through human
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armies and even the weather. He and his legions work the same way today, as Peter
warns us.
Satan: his person and work
5. Satan is real. He exists. Peter gives some detail of why we should be spiritually aware,
“Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour”
(5:8). Devour is literally to “drink down,” as gulping down water. Prowl (peripateo) means to
walk or roam around, and also it refers to the whole of activities that makes up a person’s
life. People are not just an incidental part of Satan’s work; we are a large part of his
destructive focus. How he “devours” is determined by some of the names in the Bible that
describe him. Let us look into more detail.
Jesus testifies to the unsaved rulers, “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do
the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in
the truth, because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his
own nature for he is a liar, and the father of lies” (John 8:440. Matthew records, “Then
Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil” (Matthew
4:1ff.). Another example is Paul, who warns, “Put on the full armor of God, that you may be
able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil” (Ephesians 6:11; cf. 2 Corinthians
11:14; Revelation 20:10, etc.).
Satan is a creature, that is, he was created and did not exist from all eternity. God
recorded through Ezekiel concerning Satan, “You were in Eden, the garden of God…on
the day that you were created they were prepared…You were the anointed cherub who
covers, and I place you there…from the day you were created” (Ezekiel 28:13-15).
Satan is not a god, but a fallen angel, and though very powerful and extending great
influence, his operation is on a restricted, limited scale (cf. Job 1:12; 2:6). God relates,
again concerning Satan, “Therefore I have cast you as profane from the mountain of God.
And I have destroyed you O covering cherub” (Ezekiel 28:16). There is not a back and
forth struggle between God and Satan (or good & evil) as to has the most power. God has
the most power, and only permits Satan to exercise some limited activities.
He was created a spirit being within the high ranking order of cherubim, and was at one
time highest of them all (Ezekiel 28:14), having a special role of guarding the throne of God
(cf. Exodus 25:18-22). Cherubim were represented, or fashioned, to the Mercy Seat of the
Ark. This order of angels is tasked with guarding the Holy Throne of God. They guarded
the holiness of God, guarded the way to the tree of life (Genesis 3:24),
He is a personal creature, having self-determination and self-consciousness. He is a
person, not merely an influence. He exercises speech, will and thought – and he has
personal names. According to Lewis Chafer in his eight volumes Systematic Theology
(Vol. II, p. 33), he has more than 40 descriptive titles and proper names. Four are listed in
Revelation, “And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old wo is called the
devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his
angels were thrown down with him (Revelation 12:9). From here, I list just eight names,
and they describe how Satan “devours” Christians and others as well.
Lucifer was his title in heaven before he fell, “how you have fallen from heaven, o star of
the morning, son of the dawn” (Isaiah 14:12). Lucifer means “day-star” and is connected
with the title “son of the morning or dawn.” In Latin, the term means “light-bearer.” In his
operations Satan, “disguises himself as an angel of light. Therefore it is not surprising if his
servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness” (2 Corinthians 11:14, 15).
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The context indicates Satan propagates false doctrine under the cloak of religion, and that
has the appearance of truth and righteousness.
In the role as a disguised “angel of light,” Satan resists the truth of the Bible and gospel of
Jesus Christ; He resists the authority and work of Christ as well as the welfare and
Christian work of believers.
Satan is another name, which means resistor or adversary, “Then he showed me Joshua
the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand
to accuse him. And the Lord said to Satan, ‘the Lord rebuke you, Satan! Indeed the Lord
who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you!’” (Zechariah 3:1, 2). Adversary was used to
describe an opponent in a law suit, who is accusing and seeking destruction to his
opponent.
Satan is against us, and hurling false accusations against us at the Throne of God (Job
1:6). Fortunately, Believers have Jesus Christ as our advocate, arguing our case against
the accusations of Satan (1 John 1:2). Jesus has paid the entire penalty for all our sins;
consequently, Satan has no evidence to persuade the Judge to condemn believers. There
is nothing he can charge us with – and oh how he hates that!
Devil is another name to consider. It is another name that means slanderer or false
accuser. John explains it this way, “for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down,
who accuses them before our God day and night. And they overcame him because of the
blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their
life even to death (Revelation 12:10, 11). An example of Satan’s slander is when he
accused Job before God (1:6-11; cf. Matthew 4:1ff.).
Serpent is another name for Satan. Serpent is the shining one. This name refers to his
subtlety and guile, “Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field (Genesis
3:1). In his crafty manner he deceives us and leads us astray from our devotion to Christ
and commitment to the Bible and the gospel it teaches (cf. 2 Corinthians 11:3, 4;
Revelation 12:9; 20:2).
Abaddon is yet another name (in Hebrew; Apollyon in Greek). It means “destroyer”
(Revelation 9:11). He is the destroyer king of the demonic fallen angels whose object is to
destroy. He sought to destroy Christ and now seek to destroy all that belongs to Jesus –
including Christians. He causes us discouragement so we will quit, incite hard feelings and
jealousy to destroy the team effort of Christian work. He tries to wreck our Christian
testimony and effectiveness in ministry.
Dragon is a near synonym for serpent, and points to his savage, murderous and fierce
power (cf. Revelation 12). He is the “ruler of this world…the prince of the power of the
air…the god of this world” (John 12:31; Ephesians 2:2; 2 Corinthians 4:4). As such, he
incites war, genocide, corruption on an international scale, and the murderous activities of,
for example, the Mexican drug cartels.
The evil one (Gr.= ho poneros) is another description of Satan’s activities on earth – and
in the spiritual realm. This refers to his dogged determination and active promotion of all
sorts of evil (cf. Matthew 6:13; 13:19; John 1715; 1 John 5:18, 19; 2 Thessalonians 3:3).
John says that the, “whole world lies in the power of the evil one” (1 John 5:19). The good
news for Christians that, “We know that no one who is born of God sins; but He who was
born of God keeps him and the evil one does not touch him. We know that we are of God”
(1 John 5:18, 19).
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As a side bar, the phrase that says Christians don’t sin means to consistently live a life of
sin. We all sin, but strive to become like Christ with the empowerment of the Holy Spirit
and response to the Word of God. There is a distinction regarding sin. One distinction
regards sin as the open manifestation that flows from an unregenerate person alien from
God. The other distinction refers to the sins that flow from human imperfection, infirmity
and weakness. The first is that of an unsaved person. The second are those committed by
Christians in their weakness.
Beelzebub is another name for Satan. A philistine deity was originally named this name,
which means “lord of flies,” or in an alternate form, “lord of filth” (dung). Beelzebub is the
ruler of the demons (Mark 3:22; Matthew 12:24, 27). This description pinpoints the
foulness of demonic activity and indicates their preoccupation with filth. In the Pharisee’s
attempt to destroy Jesus, they slandered Him by associating His Name with Beelzebub.
The bad news is that our “righteous deeds are like a filthy garment” (Isaiah 64:6) if we are
trying to work our way to heaven by works of any kind. The good news is that in Christ we
have been, through faith, declared righteous, with absolutely no condemnation against us,
and being at peace with God – and never to be separated from the love of Christ (Romans
3:22, 24; 8:1; 5:1; 8:31-39).
Corruption is another key activity of Satan, and it explains the ultimate source of the
corruption that occurs in many (if not all) governments, organizations, and economies in
the world. The insight is found in Ezekiel 28:18, “By the multitude of your iniquities, in the
unrighteousness of your trade, you profaned your sanctuaries.”
The key phrase is “unrighteousness of trade” or “dishonest trade.” The word trade (Heb. =
rakal) means to go about from one to another. God is using a human analogy to describe
what occurred in heaven with Satan.
The immediate context in Ezekiel refers to the city of Tyre, but the references extend to
Satan’s activities. Tyre was a large business center in the trading world of that day, with
many trading contacts and dealings. Business people have many contacts within an
economy with which they do business. They must go to bankers, investors, suppliers,
retailers, manufacturers, traders, shippers, customers, employees, government workers
and agencies – their contacts are very broad.
In order to be successful, businesses, organizations, governments, etc., must operate
within certain agreed upon ethical rules, laws, systems and procedures. In order for an
economic system to function it must operate within those rules. Crooks, con-men and
cheaters who go “over the line” are eventually exposed and expelled. People will not trade
with them because they lie, rob, cheat, do not pay their bill, cannot get credit, customers
quit buying, etc. In other words, they corrupt the system and cause it to malfunction. Even
governments do not function well if corrupt politicians pocket money that should go to help
the people.
In the same way, Satan had great access to many component parts of God’s total creation.
He sought to plunder what was God’s. Satan lied to Eve, coaxed many angels away from
following God, causing administrative rebellion, and he tried to rob God of His influence,
power, authority and treasures. Satan is a murderer, cheater, thief, trouble maker, and liar
– the chief of con-men. He is ruthless and will not stop at anything to advance his own
personal interests at the expense of others. As a corrupted business person or politician
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fouls the business and social systems, so Satan fouled the systems of creation God had
set into motion. In the end, crooks go to jail – and Satan will too.
According to these names that describe his activities in trying to “devour” the believer, we
can gain insight in many things occurring in the world today. Satan hates God and
believers. He slanders, lies, falsely accuses people, is crafty, and a destroyer exercising
savage, fierce power. He actively and intentionally promotes evil, promotes his agenda
under the disguise of righteousness and is occupied with filth and foulness. Satan is not a
good person to be friendly with. He is corrupt to the core.
His final judgment, the ruler of this corrupted world system, is very fitting. Satan will be cast
for eternity into the lake of fire and brimstone, which was prepared for him and his angels
(Matthew 25:41; Revelation 20:10). He has been judged, sentenced – and his day of
execution has been irrevocably assigned and is certain to come. Even so, come quickly,
Lord Jesus.
Christian protection
6. Christians are protected. Believers are in Christ, united forever to Him who is our
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption (1 Corinthians 1:30). We are the
children of God, and have as our allies the holy angels who minister to us and for us
(Hebrews 1:14). The Holy Spirit who indwells within us longs jealously over us and is
greater than the evil one in the world, “You are from God, little children, and have
overcome them because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world” (1 John
4:4).
We have overcome Satan through our faith in Christ and are protected by Christ (James
4:5; 1 John 4:4; 5:4, 5, 18, 19). God has delivered us, “from the domain of darkness, and
transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:13, 14; cf. Acts 26:18). We keep in mind that Satan is
defeated and on his way to hell, and he is trying to drag as many people down with him as
he can.
At the cross our Lord Jesus Christ defeated Satan (Colossians 2:14, 15) by taking away
death and its power which was Satan’s power to lead multitudes to fearfully follow him into
slavery. Hordes of people seek some sort of religious forgiveness and inflict much misery
on humanity through the name of religion (Hebrews 2:14, 15; 1 Corinthians 15:25, 26, 5457; Ephesians 1:19-20). The fear of death drives them. Christians have eternal life and no
longer need to fear death; furthermore, all authority and power belongs to Jesus (Matthew
28:18).
7. This brings us back to Peter and his explanation on how to react to Satan. First, we are
to resist Satan. Resist (anthistemi) means to stand against, or to stand firm against
another’s onslaught. Christians need to be careful in action against Satan. He is very
powerful, smart, and experienced in corrupting the human race. We must be certain to
follow the instructions of Christ to ward off the attacks of Satan. We are not to vigorously
attack Satan, but rather to resist him – or stand our ground against his offensive. Resist is
a term of defense, not offence. Cowardice has no part in our stand against Satan.
In our resistance we are to remain firm in the faith. Firm (stereos) means solid, hard, like a
rock, stable like a foundation, or stiff. The idea is that of being like a castle or bulwark set
up in defense against an enemy. The stress is upon being firm in our faith. Believers are
under assault, but they can stand fast in the solid protection of our faith, like being behind
the thick protective walls of a castle (cf. Colossians 1:23; 2:7). Faith is that wall.
74

The faith is the believer’s faith. Christians exercise faith that depends upon the strength,
power and concern of God. We may think that somehow God has forgotten about the
suffering of Christians. We wonder how a loving God could let His children be harmed.
There are several facts to be aware of that is in the content of our faith.
First, the individual Christian is not alone in their suffering. It is a part of our growth as a
Christian. Believers everywhere are under attack by Satan. Evil is in the world, and
Christians are not spared from its awful effects. If our expectations are that we should be
exempt from suffering, then a crack has appeared in our faith. However, we should not go
looking for suffering.
Second, God is aware of the suffering of His people, and suffering fits well within His
purpose and plan for our lives. He is on top of His history. There is a good reason behind
everything that happens to the believer (cf. Romans 8:28). Christ did not complain about
the suffering He endured for us; we should not complain for any suffering we encounter for
Him. Our part is to watch out for, and resist Satan in the power of the Holy Spirit, and
following the instructions God has given to us. The rest is up to God to take care of.
Third, even though we may lose our life here on this world, our eternal destiny is in, “His
eternal glory in Christ” (5:10). Our suffering is only temporary; God will put an end to it in
His time. His “calling” is a divine summons. Verse ten encourages us with the bright future
God has for us. He will perfect us, that is, to adjust and confirm us. In other words, God
Himself with adjust the believer in that there will be no defects in us, and will settle and
strengthen us as putting us on a firm, fixed foundation.
Fourth, in verse eleven Peter gives a benediction, “To Him be dominion forever and ever.
Amen.” Dominion (to kratos) is power and might. The meaning is that Christ has not only
the willingness, but also the power to carry out His plan for His people. His power is eternal
and absolute. It will never end. Christ’s power is natural power, power or authority invested
in Him (such as judicial, ruling or political power), exercising full control of something, and
supremacy, superiority, or victory.

C. CONCLUDING REMARKS (5:12-14)
“(12) Through Silvanus, our faithful brother (for so I regard him), I have written to you
briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it! (13) She
who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you greetings, and so does my son,
Mark. (14) Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace be to you all who are in Christ.”
In the concluding remarks of the Bible writers, we can learn about character and culture.
Such is the case with Peter’s final remarks to his readers.
1. Silvanus was Silas the companion of Paul and Timothy. Since Peter and Paul were in
prison, evidently, Silas was still free to deliver messages. Silas was considered faithful –
even in the presence of oppression and hostility against believers. He would be a suitable
messenger to further confirm the “true grace of God,” which Paul also preached (2 Peter
3:16).
Silas is not recorded as being with Paul after the Paul’s last visit to Jerusalem, but he was
with Paul during his second of three missionary journeys (Acts 15:40). He evidently met up
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with Peter and stayed with him. Silas also enjoyed a special status and close relation to the
churches in Asia, the recipients of Peter’s letter. One lesson is that in our own preaching
and teaching it is good to establish one’s credibility. Titles confer credibility as does
association with leaders who have credibility. Statements of credibility offered by those of
status also help. Peter called Silas “faithful” or one with credibility and status.
2. Because of their suffering, the readers were wavering in their faith. Peter tells them,
“Stand firm in it.” It is an order to be obeyed. Peter agrees with the doctrine of grace that
was the central theme of Paul’s writing. Peter was telling them to believe what they were
taught, and don’t waver. Peter starts his letter with grace and finishes with grace (1:2;
5:12). Grace means undeserved favor toward those who stand under the judicial sentence
of eternal condemnation and damnation.
3. Another lesson is the power of faith – of what we believe to be true and highly valued as
such. Faith is the mighty weapon to strengthen us, give us boldness, and enables us to
resist the sufferings brought by Satan. We live our lives by faith in the grace of God as
worked out through the blood and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We believe that God loves
us, has a purpose for our lives, is true to His promises, and is willing and able to usher the
believer to a glorious afterlife.
4. Another lesson is that in the midst of oppression, opposition, and suffering brought on by
our faith, Christians need to stick together, encourage each other, and continue to carry
out the Great Commission of our Lord Jesus Christ.
5. Peter writes, “She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you greetings,
and so does my son, Mark” (5:13). Scholars differ on the meaning of “Babylon.” Some
think the phrase refers to Peter’s wife (cf. 1 Corinthians 9:5). However, Babylon carries a
bad connotation; consequently, one would not want to refer his wife with that word. Others
think Babylon is a reference to Rome as cited in Revelation 11:2. Still others believe
Babylon refers to the collective dispersion of churches through the Empire. Some believe
Peter refers to the literal city of Babylon along the Euphrates River.
Since historically, Peter spent the latter years of his life in Rome, it would seem that his
wife was with him, and certainly she was murdered with him. Mark was also in Rome at an
earlier date (Colossians 4:10). Babylon was probably a cryptic and camouflaged name for
Rome. Peter did not wish to stir up the wrath of Nero against himself or other Christians in
Rome. Persecution was about to explode against Christians at the hand of Nero. Babylon,
then, is a reference to the city of Rome.
Mark is John Mark, the cousin of Barnabas, and the actual writer of the Gospel of Mark.
Mark wrote as the interpreter of what Peter, as an eye witness of Christ, experienced in his
association with Christ.
This brings us to the end of this commentary on First Peter. We will continue on with
Peter’s story in his second letter. Dear reader, exercise faith, stand firm in the grace of
God, and may the peace of God rest upon you.
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I. GENERAL BACKGROUND

A. THE WRITER
The letter begins with identifying the writer: Simon Peter. You may return to the
introduction to First Peter to learn more of the context of the letter and the life of Peter.

B. OCCASION & PURPOSE
The letter was written shortly before Peter’s execution in Rome. This was Peter’s last
communication with the Church, and was his final appeal before his horrid death at the
hands of Nero. Most people would be concerned about how to appeal to the authorities for
a pardon or stay of execution when staring death in the face. Peter, however, exposes his
great faith in Christ and genuine concern for the believers he had ministered among.
His defense of the Faith is a powerful affirmation of the truth of the Bible. If Peter knew that
the reality of Jesus Christ and His work, and the absolute truth of the Bible were false, then
the normal reaction would be to recant his faith. He did not, however, even waver in his
solid conviction of the absolute certainty of the Christian Faith. Remember, his wife was
put to death just before Peter was slaughtered. Certainly he would have recanted to save
his beloved wife had the gospel been false.
The letter reveals the strength and what were the chief concerns of a man at the point of
his death. Another letter to read to see what the giants of the Faith thought at the point of
their death is Paul in 2 Timothy. Peter and Paul were close friends. Paul, after his
conversion and a space of three years, went to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Peter. He
stayed with Peter for two weeks (Galatians 1:18). Peter supported Paul during the debate
in the first Church council at Jerusalem (Acts 15:7ff.). Paul confronted Peter later when
Peter traveled to the great church at Antioch (Galatians 2:11ff.). When Peter and Paul
were awaiting their executions, Peter refers to Paul as a “beloved brethren” (2 Peter 3:15).
The main content and purpose of the letter was to challenge Christians to remain strong in
their faith, grow in spiritual growth, and be prepared for the false teaching about Christ that
would soon descend upon the church – and already was, and is still with us today.
Peter was one of the eyewitnesses of the transfiguration of Christ along with James and
John (1:7, 18; cf. Mark 9:2-7). He was one of the Twelve Apostles. His eyewitness
accounts are in the Gospel of Mark, who wrote down what Peter had witnessed.

C. DATE AND PLACE OF WRITING
The traditional date of Peter’s death is late A.D. 67 or early A.D. 68 (cf. 1:14). The letter
was directed to the same readers as Peter’s first letter who resided in modern Turkey. The
truth and promises are good for every Christian through the ages.
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D. NOTEWORTHY TEACHINGS
There are at least seven major subjects of great importance that are taught in Second
Peter.
 First, the sufficiency of Scripture as the sole authority and information for faith and
practice (1:3) is declared.
 Second, Peter’s affirmation of his eyewitness accounts of Jesus Christ and Christ’s
transfiguration (1:16, 18) are revealed.
 Third, the nature of the Bible (1:20, 21) is explained.
 Fourth, the reality of false teachers (chapter two) is disclosed.
 Fifth, the recognition that God created the heavens and earth and the fact of the
Great Flood of Noah’s day as recorded in Genesis is declared (3:3-6).
 Sixth, Peter stated the return of Jesus Christ who will usher in the eternal state, the
new heaven and earth (3:10-13).
 Seven, Peter teaches the characteristics of Christian character (1:5-7).
II. BRIEF OUTLINE OF SECOND PETER
I. The Nature of the Christian Growth (1:1-21).
A. The factors in that growth (1:1-4).
B. The exercise in that growth (1:5-11).
C. The roots of that growth (1:12-21).
II. The Condemnation of False Teachers (chapter 2).
A. Traits of false teachers (2:1-3).
B. The judgment of false teachers (2:4-9).
C. The works of false teachers (2:10-22).
III. God’s Plan for the Future (chapter 3).
A. The coming of Christ (3:1-13).
B. The believer's life of diligence (3:14-18).
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COMMENTARY
I. THE NATURE OF CHRISTIAN GROWTH (1:1-21)

A. THE FACTORS IN
CHRISTIAN GROWTH (1:1-4)
Introduction & persecution
“(1:1) Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have
received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior,
Jesus Christ: (2) Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and Jesus
our Lord; (3) seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life
and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and
excellence. (4) For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises,
in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world by lust.”
1. We are told a great deal in the opening greetings from Peter. First, he identifies himself
as Peter, who considered himself a slave (bond-servant) to Jesus Christ, and an apostle. A
“bond-servant” is someone who serves another to the disregard of his own interests.
However, the slave’s best interests come from looking after the best interests of his or her
master. The servant is “bound” to the master.
Peter also places his faith on the same level as everyone else. That is, he did not claim to
be superior to another Christian. Christianity does not have an elite super class and the
rest are in an inferior class. God has given equal precious value and status to all. Our
Christian faith is the most precious thing we can possess – nothing has greater value to
the believer.
It is true that one’s personal faith is stronger in some than others, but the object of the
Christian Faith, which is our justification, sanctification, and glorification is common to all
believers.
Another critical factor is that Peter stresses that our salvation is from God’s righteousness,
not from any thing we have done. God has applied to the believer the righteousness of
Christ (cf. Romans 3:20-22). This idea is stressed by Peter referring to the salvation we
have received as (lanchano), not earned. Lanchano means to obtain by drawing lots (cf.
Luke 1:9; John 19:24), and refers to our being chosen by God, not by our own merit or
good works. God chose us; we did not choose God.
2. We come to a very critical phrase as Peter identifies Jesus as, “our God and Savior,
Jesus Christ” (1:1). God and Savior refer to the same person; thus, Jesus is the God of the
universe, not just a god among several. The strict Greek grammar rule in play here is
called the “Grandville Sharpe Rule.” It states that if there are two nouns of the same case
that are connected by “and” (Gr. = kai), and one definite article (i.e. the = tou) is used for
both nouns, then both nouns refer to the same person.
The literal phrase construction Peter uses is, “the (tou) God of us and (kai) Saviour Jesus
Christ.” In other words, Jesus Christ is at once both our God and Savior. Jesus Christ is
the same as the One and only God of the universe. The same construction is used by Paul
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in Titus 2:13, and reflects other great passages in Scripture that identifies Christ as God
(cf. Matthew 16:16; John 1:1; 20:28; Mark 1:1-3).
This was a dangerous way to address Jesus, because the Emperor of Rome was
considered a god. The Emperor also assumed the title, “savior.” Peter is saying, “No,
Jesus Christ is the one and only God and Savior that exists, and He is the only God of us
Christians.” The Roman Emperor (i.e. Nero) was insulted that Christians arrogantly took it
upon themselves to claim that Christ is God. Of course, Peter and the Christians were
correct, and emphasized that only Christ is God. Peter’s insistence probably is what
provoked Nero to execute him.
In those days, religions were polytheistic, or made up of many gods. Gradually, to show
their loyalty to Rome, the conquered peoples who fell under Roman rule began to include
worship to the Emperors such as Sulla, Mark Antony, and Julius Caesar. It was safer that
way. Augustus Caesar eventually combined the ideas of ruler worship and ancestor
worship into the imperial cult. The Roman Emperor, Caligula (A.D. 37-41) had the audacity
to claim that he was a god, even building temples to himself. Judaism was, however,
exempt from worshipping the Emperor. However, the same exemptions did not hold true
for Christians.
The infamous and deadly policy toward Christians was recorded in official state
correspondence between Pliny the Younger (A.D. 62-113) and his emperor, Trajan, who
ruled A.D. 98-117. Pliny was a government official sent to what is now Turkey to
investigate charges of misgovernment. One of the complaints by the residents was
directed against Christians. J.I. Packer and M.C. Tenney cite in their book, Illustrated
Manners and Customs of the Bible (1980, p. 111), this following communication from Pliny
back to Trajan regarding his handling the Christian problem.
“The method I have observed towards those who have been denounced as
Christians is this: I interrogated them whether they were Christians; if they
confessed it I repeated the question twice again, adding the threat of capital
punishment; if they still persevered, I ordered them to be executed…Those who
denied they were or had ever been, Christians, who repeated after me an
invocation to the gods, and offered adoration, with wine and frankincense to your
image…and who finally cursed Christ – none of which acts, it is said, those who are
really Christians can be forced into performing – these I thought it proper to
discharge…For the matter seemed to me well worth referring to you - especially
considering the numbers endangered. Persons of all ranks and ages and both
sexes are and will be involved in the persecution. For this contagious superstition is
not confined to the cities only, but has spread through the villages and rural
districts; it seems possible, however, to check and cure it” (Epistle X, 96).
The Emperor Trajan praised Pliny the Younger, and such communication clearly points out
the policies against Christians. Emperor worship persisted as the official religion of the
empire until Emperor Constantine who ruled A.D. 305-337).
Christians deliberately emphasized this identification of Christ as God to distinguish
Christianity from other pagan religions surrounding them, including the Roman Emperor
cult that claimed the ruler to be a god. One can see why Peter stressed his point, and why
it, in part, cost him his life. He was a Christian leader, and he had to be silenced. Even to
his dying breath, he refused to denounce Jesus Christ as the One and only God.
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The foundation of Christian living
3. Verse two gives us great insight on how to obtain grace and peace. The phrase, “Grace
and peace” was a common greeting for the people of that day. However, it conveys more
than an offhanded common greeting such as, “Hi there. How are you?” Peter is telling the
believer how to deepen the experience of grace and peace in their lives. The multiplying of
grace and peace is through experiencing the true knowledge (epignosis) of Jesus Christ.
As a side bar, Peter again identifies Jesus as God.
True knowledge indicates much more than simply an intellectual knowledge about Christ,
such as knowing the history about some famous person of history. Epignosis refers to
knowing someone in a relationship of intimate experience. It is a deeply personal knowing,
like one experiences in a relationship with a close friend or family member.
It means to know more and more of Jesus intellectually, emotionally, personally,
obediently, and with a deep faith and trust. Many books are written about a special “secret”
of advancing in our spiritual life, or how to obtain a powerful spirit filled life. The authors will
normally have a particular formula, such as if we do this and that, then we can gain
unusual spiritual standing, power, and/or perfection.
Actually, there is no secret to a “spirit-filled life” or something like it that is hidden in a
corner somewhere and we need to passionately pursue the magic formula to experience
such bliss. Peter clearly tells us how to multiply in grace and peace in our life. It is no
secret. I recall my favorite theology professor in seminary saying if there was some “secret”
to having great spiritual power and bliss, he did not know of one. I remember the president
of a Bible College in which I was one of many students. He kept telling us that the secret of
the Christian life is to simply stay occupied with Jesus Christ. Both men to whom I refer
were giants in the Faith.
At one time in my life I had perhaps 30 or 40 books on my bookshelf all dealing with how to
have a powerful spirit filled life. I earnestly followed all the formulae the authors gave. The
only thing that happened to me was that I became proud of how spiritual I must be. After
my seminary days I had the good fortune of being around some very mighty and powerful
Christian leaders. Much to my shock, they were very temperamental, sometimes very
cranky, and on occasion downright hard to get along with.
It is attributed to Saint Augustine (Arguably the greatest Christian Theologian, A.D. 345430) this saying, “Love God and do whatever you please: for the soul trained in love to
God will do nothing to offend the One who is Beloved.” It is not certain that Augustine
actually said that anywhere, but he did say something to that effect in his homily on 1 John
4:4-12 #8. His statement actually reads, “Love and do whatever you please.” The same
sentiment is also attributed to Martin Luther.
Whoever originally made the statement summed up the Christian life. Frankly, it was Jesus
who first gave the meaning to us, “And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength…You shall love
your neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12:30, 31). Jesus was quoting Moses (Deuteronomy 6:5).
Christ fortified the thought later with His disciples, “If you love Me, you will keep My
commandments” (John 14:15). Obedience to Christ flows from our love of Christ. His
commandment was, “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have
loved you” (John 15:12). Later, John wrote, “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is
from God…The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love…In this is love,
not that we loved God, but that He loved us” (1 John 4:7-10).

82

This brings me back to Peter who said the foundational brick in the Christian life is being
occupied with Christ, or being absorbed in the, “knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.”
He again speaks of this personal relational experience in the next verse where he repeats
the phrase, adding another twist, “the true knowledge of Him.” The true knowledge of
Christ is the Bible.
His emphasis on “true knowledge” is in opposition to other religions and opinions that
describe a Christ different than the Christ of the Bible. It points to the necessity of accurate
doctrine and theology. Our experience is grounded in “true knowledge” found only in the
Bible.
4. God has granted us everything we need for life and Godliness (1:3). It is by His power
that we possess this ability; consequently, the love we show toward God is also from God.
This verse is also an indication of the end of special revelation from God. If He has given
us everything we need to know for Christian living, then He will not suddenly remember
something He forgot to tell us, and needs to give us more inspired revelation. The end of
Revelation marks the end of all the inspired, verbal, written information. What is now in the
Bible is all we need for life.
Peter introduces the doctrine of election again when he says, “Him who called us.” We did
not call or choose God; He chose us by the exercise of His divine power. It was an act that
flowed from, “His own glory and excellence.” The godliness refers to practical behavior as
opposed to personal devotion – but behavior flows from our devotion.
Union with Christ
5. Verse four presents a magnificent truth about Jesus Christ and His relationship to the
believer. He has given us specific promises characterized by Peter as being “precious and
magnificent.” The promises give forgiveness to the sinful, rest to the weary, comfort to the
sad, hope to the dying, life to the dead, resurrection from the dead and eternal life.
Through the power of God, we become partakers of the divine nature. Partaker (koinonos)
refers to having in common, meaning to be a companion or partner. His reference to the
“divine nature” does not mean that we become God, or a god, or do we have a spark of
divinity within us. Peter brings up the issue of the “union with Christ,” and “indwelling of the
Holy Spirit.”
Our union with Christ is defined by the theologian Augustus Strong as, “a union of life, in
which the human spirit, while then most truly possessing its own individuality and personal
distinctness, is interpenetrated and energized by the Spirit of Christ, is made inscrutably
but indissolubly one with him, and so becomes a member and partaker of that
regenerated, believing, and justified humanity of which he is the head.” (Augustus Strong,
Systematic Theology, Vol. 111, p. 795).
Scripture states that the believer is in Christ and Christ is in the believer (John 14:30); the
Father and the Son dwells in the believer (John 14:10, 23); the believer has life by
partaking of Christ, as Christ has life by partaking of the Father (John 6:53, 56, 57); all
believers are one in Christ (John 17:21-23); the believer is made one spirit with Christ (1
Corinthians 6:17).
Peter describes this union of being a partaker of the divine nature, not by having the nature
of our humanity changed into the nature of God, but by having Christ continually dwelling
within the believer, and forever joined to our soul. In Romans, it is written, “However, you
are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone
does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. And if Christ is in you,
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though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness.
But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ
Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells
you” (Romans 8:9-11; cf. Galatians 2:20).
Since we have become new creatures (2 Corinthians 5:17), the believer has “escaped the
corruption that is in the world by lust” (1:4). Escape is to flee away from, as to escape from
prison. Corruption refers to moral degeneracy, rottenness, or decay lived out in the world
by unbelievers. We are reminded of the condition of the human race, and the great need of
our salvation that can come only through an act of God. The cause of the corruption lived
out by the human race is “lust” (epithumia).
The word, epithumia, refers to a strong desire for something that is defined by the object of
lust. Sometimes the desire can be for good things, but mostly it is used in the NT in an evil
sense or evil desires. Part of the meaning is disobedience; consequently, disobedience to
the things of Jesus Christ. It is an impulse or anxious self-seeking. It refers to the ardent
craving for power, wealth, fame, or seeking the satisfaction of sexuality activity that is
wrongful. The lusts of the flesh are listed in Galatians 5:16-21. John spells out the lusts of
the world as, “the craze for sex, the ambition to buy everything that appeals to you, and the
pride that comes from wealth and importance” (1 John 2:16, Living Bible).

B. THE EXERCISE IN
CHRISTIAN GROWTH (1:5-11)
“(5) Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral
excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge; (6) and in your knowledge, selfcontrol, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness; (7)
and in your godliness brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. (8) For if
these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful
in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. (9) For he who lacks these qualities is blind
or short sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins. (10) Therefore,
brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as
long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; (11) for in this way the entrance
into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to
you.”
1. In this section of Scripture, Peter gives us the disciplines to practice in our Christian
growth.
He bases his instructions on the position the believer has in Christ. That is, our union with
Christ that is an act of God, and the fact that we live in another realm of living. Because of
our position and privilege in Christ as having escaped the corruption of this world, the
believer begins the progressive growth in Christian life. His Divine power has given us
everything necessary regarding life and godliness.
Disciplines of spiritual life
2. Our practical life has its motivation and power grounded in God. Our commitment is with
all diligence (spoude), meaning to throw off sluggishness and self-indulgence, and to grasp
with proactive, zealous earnestness our spiritual life in Christ. We deliberately work with
the Holy Spirit as He changes our practical Christian life. He lists eight character qualities
to develop. These qualities apply to both our inner heart attitude as well as outward
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actions. Our spiritual life begins on the inside, and is established on the outside. Some
consider there to be seven qualities, or fruits of faith.
3. The first quality is faith. It is the ground, given by God, from which the other qualities
can grow. Believing God is one of the most important qualities to develop. It is by faith that
we accept Christ as our savior. When our spirits are born again, or regenerated, the first
expression is the exercise of faith, or trust in Christ for salvation. Without faith it is
impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6). We must believe that God exists in Christ that
He has given promises, and He will accomplish what He has committed Himself to do.
Faith forms the foundation of spiritual life.
Paul gave us three virtues in the working out of our spiritual life: faith, hope, and love (1
Corinthians 13:13). He taught the greatest of these virtues to be love. That is true, but the
starting place is our faith in Christ. Faith is inside of us as is hope, but love is the outward
action that flows from within.
Peter, in explaining these virtues, has faith as the first, and love to end the list. Faith is the
engine; love is the caboose.
4. To our faith, we are to abundantly supply moral excellence. Supply (choregeo)
referred to the Greek plays. First, the meaning was to lead the chorus or play production.
Then, to abundantly supply the cost of producing the play – supplying abundantly more
than what is barely needed. The State expected the funds to come from the citizenry, and
considered it a civic duty to support the plays. This duty of good citizenship was to provide
the plays with enough to produce a lavish production. It is with this above and beyond
effort that we are to develop our spiritual life. Remembering, however, the twofold process
of Paul, “for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure”
(Philippians 2:13).
5. The second quality to develop is the moral excellence. This is the next stepping
stone to our Christian maturity. Moral excellence (arête) means primarily, eminence, or a
condition of being well-known and successful. The context gives that which is eminent. The
primary Greek meaning outside of the Bible refers to one being eminent in either
achievement or endowment, or even famous. In a religious context the work approximates
“righteousness.”
I think in practical terms, this quality means that the person is very good at living for and
serving Christ. In other words, the person is well-known and successful in Christian
maturity, or living right in the sight of God and man. It is the intention on the part of the
Christian to take Christ and His cause seriously. It is to say, “I’m going to be good and
excellent at living for Christ – of course, by relying on the grace and power of God.”
Courage and commitment is required to live for Christ.
6. The third virtue or quality is to excel in knowledge. The believer is to gain
information, training, and education, but in this context it is knowledge of Christ and His
ways. That way the believer can discern what is right or wrong in any particular situation,
that is, to understand the will of God. It is to have insight into matters, to discern what is
happening in light of the Bible. In the believer’s life, it is the ability to determine what the
appropriate action is in various situations.
It is to be prudent and self-restrained in speech and behavior. This is the practice to
carefully see the world through the lens of the Bible. This first step, then, is to know the
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Bible, because that is where we learn how God looks at things. Gaining Bible knowledge is
the critical first step, and then to see how it relates to life is the second step.
7. The fourth quality is self-control. This virtue (enkrateian) is grounded in the word
stem, “krat,’ which refers to power or lordship. It means to have power over things and
oneself. The word is used only two other times in the NT in Acts 24:25 and Galatians 5:23.
Consequently, the application to spiritual life is to have power or dominion over one’s life. It
means to have control over our passions, be it sexual, anger, fear, greed, manipulating
others, rebellion against authority, reveling, carousing, arrogance, or anarchy. It is to be
the opposite from the false teachers Peter exposes in the next chapter. We are to maintain
discipline and power over our lives to keep making the right choices, which is the will of
God for us.
8. The fifth quality is perseverance, or hypomenen. This quality means to be steadfast
and unmoving with endurance without giving up. Later in his letter, Peter warns of the false
teachers who will invade the Christian community and entice believers away from Christ
and the teachings of the Bible. In this world we are faced with an onslaught of information,
philosophy, worldviews, that sound good, but are contrary to the Bible.
For example, if we study in secular universities we are taught that God did not create the
universe, but we all evolved from something, with the recent ladder of the human race
being a common ancestor of humans and apes. We are encouraged to seek wealth, fame
and power, and even deny the very existence of God. Those who believe the Bible are
mocked and laughed at. I just did a quick search on Google, and found a page that listed
27 celebrities who are atheists. Unfortunately, many who love those celebrities take up
their world view.
I have in my library a book written by an atheist entitled, “God is not Great: How Religion
Poisons Everything.” The title is both wrong and right. First, God is not merely “great,” but
the Bible says of Jesus Christ, “He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all
creation. For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities – all things have been
created by Him and for Him. And He is before all things and in Him all things hold together”
(Colossians 1:15-17).
The world of science wonders what the glue that holds the universe together is - answer –
Jesus Christ, who also created the universe. God is much better than merely “great.” There
are many superstars in the world of sports and politics and such. A superstar is in a
category of their own because of their abilities greater than their competitors. Jesus,
however, is even greater than a superstar. He is in a class that no one else can attain. It is
even greater than the greatest category. By His creation of the universe, God made it
possible for something to be greater than anything within creation. He is beyond great or
greatest.
The part of that book’s title that may be correct in one of its fundamental meaning. Religion
may poison everything, maybe not. It is true that much evil is done in the name of religion.
Religion is defined as a set of beliefs, rituals and behavior that when practiced will appease
the gods. Christianity is not a religion, however, but a relationship with the living God of the
universe. The wrong part of the title is that it is sin that poisons everything. It is true that
Christianity has a belief system, rituals, and required behavior, but not to appease God.
We have peace with God only through our born again relationship with Jesus Christ who
appeased God with His substitutionary sacrifice on the cross (Romans 3:25).
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My point in all this is that believers face many obstacles to our faith, and it is easy to
wander and waver in our faith. Peter tells us to persevere in the truth of Christ, and cling to
Christ in the face of discouragements.
9. The sixth quality of the spiritual life is godliness. The word is actually means piety.
This experience covers the awe, reverence, honor and respect toward God. However, its
emphasis is on the practical outworking of our conduct in everyday life. It is grounded in
Christ, a true knowledge of Him, and held steady by faith. It is how we relate to ourselves,
others, and God – even in the midst of persecution. It is to live our life as though God is
with us in whatever situation – which He is in fact. It should be noted that godliness is not
an arrogant “holier than thou” attitude where we act superior to others because we are a
Christian. It is a faithful outworking of the life of Christ in everyday life.
10. The seventh quality is brotherly kindness or friendship (philadelphian). The word
is two words put together: love and brother, or brotherly love. It carries the sense of
emotional affection, fondness, or liking someone like a brother. Philadelphia (In America) is
the city of brotherly love. It is that warm feeling of attachment and friendship toward family
and friends. It is to genuinely like someone. There is no erotic sense to the feeling. This
love is a close relationship that involves enjoyment, acceptance, trust, respect, mutual
assistance, confiding, understanding, and spontaneity. It is not good for a church to have
Christians who are fighting against each other, holding grudges, or being arrogant toward
other Christians.
Jesus gives greater meaning to this kind of love (philos). He told His disciples, “Greater
love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13). The word
friend is philos.
11. The last quality Peter mentions is love (1:7). This word carries a different slant than
philos: it is from agape, which is to seek the highest good and best welfare of all people –
or of the object of the love. There is no particular emotion involved, but rather, a deliberate
decision and action from the will. It is the defining characteristic of believers. Jesus used
this kind of love when He spoke to His disciples, “By this all men will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35). Paul breaks down this kind of
love in 1 Corinthians 13:2-8).

Benefits of Christian living
12. Verses 8-11 explain the benefits of the outworking of our spiritual life. This life starts
with our born again experience that includes our union with Christ and indwelling of the
Holy Spirit. We are to take these eight qualities of Christian life very seriously. The first
quality is faith, then moral excellence, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness,
brotherly kindness, and love. The ground from which these sterling qualities grow is our
faith. The reason why faith is critically important relies on the fact that if we do not believe
the “precious promises” (1:4), there will be no reason to live the spiritual life.
Another important feature of the spiritual life is that it is progressive. We do not become
perfect over night, but through faith, effort, and practice we grow in our Christian life – or
the “true knowledge” of our Lord Jesus Christ. Believers should never compare themselves
to others in their Christian life, because that simply breeds pride. We are to compare
ourselves against ourselves and Jesus Christ. Since we never reach perfection in this life,
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but are increasing in these qualities, then it is no advantage to become discouraged if we
suffer slippage, or not attain high expectations in our growth.
These qualities of life have been implanted within us by the Holy Spirit. We do not
manufacture them on our own power. However, it is to the Christian’s advantage to give
focus, nurture and effort to increase, practice and develop these traits to greater maturity.
When these qualities abound in the believer, their true experience in Christ, and their
efforts in Christian life and service will be rendered or made useful and bear much fruit and
success. This experience and lifestyle develops as we learn God’s will, walk in faith and
obedience, and become Christ like.
A significant motivating impulse for living for Christ and His cause is because we have
been forgiven and cleansed from our sin, and have gained eternal life. We are not to
become blind and forgetful of this absolute fact. Another advantage of willingly allowing
God to grow these qualities is that it confirms our position in Christ. We become willingly
instruments in His hands. The believer becomes mentally secure in their faith and future.
As the believer willingly and faithfully grows in the graces mentioned, the entry gate into
God’s eternal kingdom will be richly supplied in great abundance and overflowing with
everything we will need. The kingdom to which we enter is of great magnitude, power,
importance, wealth – and it is eternal, that is, it will never end. A kingdom needs a King,
subject members, a location or domain, organization, purpose, activity, and hierarchy. In
that kingdom, of which the believer is already a citizen, but has not fully personally arrived,
there will be perfection, beauty, safety, righteousness, honor, and glory. The perfect King
that rules over His perfect kingdom is the believer’s Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

C. THE ROOTS OF
CHRISTIAN GROWTH (1:12-21)
This next section of Scripture is astonishing in what it reveals, and Peter reminds of the
power and Person of our Faith, and the source and nature of information we need to live
by.
“(1:12) Therefore, I shall always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you
already know them and have been established in the truth which is present with you (13)
And I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of
reminder, (14) knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our
Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. (15) And I will also be diligent that at any time
after my departure you may be able to call these things to mind. (16) For we did not follow
cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. (17) For when He received honor
and glory from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic
Glory, ‘This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased’ (18) and we ourselves heard
this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain. (19) And
so we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to
a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your
hearts. (20) But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own
interpretation, (21) for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men
moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.”
88

Our eternal hope
1. Verses 12 and 13 reveal an important truth. We believers sometimes have short
memories, and are distracted by many things. The cares, troubles, worries, and hardships
in this life draw our attention – and sometimes we even become bored by repeated Bible
teaching. It is important to keep reminding ourselves of the marvelous nature of who we
are, and what we are destined for. Peter reminds his readers of the foundational truths of
our Faith.
Peter reveals that he is nearing his death, “knowing that the laying aside of my earthly
dwelling is imminent” (1:14). We get a great insight on how we are put together. We have a
physical body that he calls an earthly dwelling. Peter describes our bodies as a dwelling,
habitation, or tabernacle (skenoma), which refers to a tent that is pitched and prepared to
live in. In 2 Corinthians 5:1-8 Paul refers to our physical body as a tent, house, building,
and dwelling.
This means that people are more than their physical body, but that we also have an
immaterial part that is the real person. The real “us” lives and functions in this temporary
abode we call a body. He says that we will “put or take off or lay aside” this body like taking
off our clothes and laying them aside on a chair. When we lay aside our body, then the real
“us” or “I” leaves our body here on earth while we are ushered into Heaven (cf. 2
Corinthians 5:1-8; Philippians 1:23).
It is clear, then, that we do have life after death; however, Peter and Paul do not explain
death as meaning we cease to exist or go into a slumber of some sort. We are simply
transported or simply depart from one location here on this physical earth to another
dwelling place with Jesus in Heaven. There is no break in our consciousness or
awareness.
What is so striking in Peter’s teaching is how he aligns his priorities, or what he considers
to be important in life. He is facing a very brutal and painful death. He is to watch his dear
wife be slaughtered just before him. It appears as though his good friend, Paul, was still
alive as Peter speaks as though Paul was still around (3:15). The final thoughts and
concerns of Peter were Christ, the cause of Christ, correct theology, spiritual life, and the
spiritual welfare of believers. He does not appear too concerned about his imminent torture
and death. He was urging believers to continue on with the Faith.
The source of certainty
2. Verses 16-19 reveal the facts that gave Peter the absolute confidence that what he
taught was from God. Christian theology and teaching are from God. Peter asserts this fact
by declaring that he and those with him were actual eyewitness of God the Father
announcing the legitimacy of Christ the Son. Peter had heard and seen the majesty of
Christ at His transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-8). That exchange was a dramatic, even
traumatic, experience to Peter, and an event he could not forget. It seared in his mind the
unshakable reality of the Person, power, prestige, status and position of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Peter declares that the transfiguration was a fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy (1:19),
which added even more credibility to the claims of Christ. One of the greatest proofs that
the Bible is from God is the fact of fulfilled prophecy. One only needs to read the Gospels,
especially Matthew, to quickly discern how the Person and work of Christ were fulfilled
prophecies. Peter teaches two vital truths that support the fact that the Bible is from God:
the eyewitness of the announcement from Heaven that Christ was God, and fulfilled
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prophecy. The early Apostles experienced by firsthand eyewitness observation the
astonishing miracles performed by Christ.
3. Now that Peter gives us the proof of Scripture being of God, he tells us how we got the
Bible in verses 20, 21. This section is one of the great proof texts as to the nature of the
Bible. First, we did not receive the Bible from the minds and lips of any human. The
content is directly from God. God used selected, prepared and governed men to put the
words of God into writing. This process occurred as the Holy Spirit revealed the words of
God. It is said, “for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by
the Holy Spirit spoke from God” (1:21). The Holy Spirit “moved” upon the writers of
Scripture without altering their personality or writing styles and guaranteed that the finished
product was without error in the original manuscripts.
The word “moved” (phero) means to convey or carry or establish. The word is used to
describe a ship being pushed along by wind in the sail. The meaning is borne out in the
description of the shipwreck experienced by Paul on his journey to Rome. When they had
put out to sea is described as, “But before very long there rushed down from the land a
violent wind, called Euraquilo; and when the ship was caught in it, and could not face the
wind, we gave way to it, and let ourselves be driven along” (Acts 27:14, 15; cf. v. 17). The
ship was “driven along,” and that gives a picture of how the Holy men of old were guided to
write the exact words that God wanted them to write.
But there is more. In Peter’s train of thought as he writes this epistle, he uses phero again,
but in a legal sense. He writes, “whereas angels who are greater in might and power do
not bring a reviling judgment against them before the Lord” (2:11). I will comment on the
verse later, but here I draw your attention to those who would “bring” legal charges against
either the evil angels or false teachers. Bring is from the word phero, and in this case has a
legal component.
There is no absolute connection between the two meanings Peter had in mind. However, it
would appear that since he did use the word twice so closely together, that he recognized
a legal imprint upon the Holy Scripture. Consequently, the Bible was given to us as the
Holy Spirit directed the writers, and also it carries the legal seal from God the Judge as He
declares His judgment upon those finished Holy Scriptures.
Five proofs for the Bible
To summarize, we have five great proofs that are of great importance regarding the validity
of the Bible. First, there is the verbal announcement from God the Father in Heaven.
Second, we have the miracles and God’s cloak of approval upon Jesus Christ. Third, we
have fulfilled prophecy. Fourth, we have the process as the Holy Spirit directed, selected
and prepared men. Fifth, there is the legal seal from the Judge of the Universe.
With this in mind, we can stand in awe and security. We have an absolute source of truth
that reveals life here on this earth and the next place of destination. We also, by Peter’s
example, learn what is important as to our priorities on this earth. Our faith is on solid
ground. Our faith is fixed on an object, our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. What we know
about the object of our faith is clearly explained to us in the Bible, which is of absolute,
unchanging, mistake free truth – and that carries the legal seal of God.
Peter is in full agreement with the Evangelical doctrine regarding Scripture: the full, verbal,
plenary inspiration of the Bible. However, there are those who condemn the evangelical
view of the fundamentals of the Christian Faith. These people also masquerade as fine
Christians. Let’s take a look at them.
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II. THE CONDEMNATION OF FALSE TEACHERS (chapter two)

A. THE TRAITS AND TEACHING OF
FALSE TEACHERS (2:1-3)
“(2:1) But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false
teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the
Master who bought them, bring swift destruction upon themselves. (2) And many will follow
their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned; (3) and in their
greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and
their destruction is not asleep.”
1. Peter has given us the foundation for a holy, faith filled life, and taught us the Divine
origin of the Bible. Next, he explains that within the church, there are teachers, pastors,
seminaries, Bible teachers, and churches that deny the basic Christian doctrines, and
teach false doctrines. False teaching is called “heresy,” and those who teach it are named,
“heretics.” They are teachers of falsehood regarding to God and His revelation. There have
been those who have taught false doctrines throughout the ages, and are still with us
today. Compare page 103 for an example.
When we speak of false doctrines, I do not mean they are false as though they do not
exist, but that they are contrary to the pure, clear teachings of orthodox Christianity based
on a plain study of Scripture. These teachers and their teachings are false in that they
contradict Holy Scripture. Peter devotes an entire chapter to describe their conduct,
character, strategies, and condemnation. In the early Apostolic (early church history) era
there were basically three types of heresy that emerged. The teachings reappear
throughout Church history, but normally with some modification and different names.
Judaizer’s heresy.
The teaching of the Judaizers was one heresy. This teaching insisted on the merging of
Christianity with Judaism. Of course, this reduced the gospel to merely an improvement
over Judaism, reduced Christ to only another prophet, and denies Christ’s divine nature
and His priestly and kingly offices. They believed that for salvation, one must still hold to
the Mosaic Law. They could not accept that Christianity was a wholly new and different
institution. The Apostle Paul addressed this heresy head on in Galatians. This heresy in
the second century came under the name of Ebionism. Essentially it is a mixing of works
and rituals of the Mosaic Law and faith in Christ as the road to salvation.
Mysticism heresy
The second heresy was mysticism. Particularly it was a merging or mixing heathen religion
and philosophy with Judaism to one degree or another. These various forms usually took
on the practice of a shadowy, mysterious mysticism cloaked with a self-determined (manmade) ascetic holiness. Asceticism refers to the practice of renouncing material comforts,
and committing to a life of harsh self-discipline, especially as an act of religious devotion.
Any particular group devises what they deem to be “self-discipline” and how that was
connected to religious devotion.
Gnosticism heresy
The third heresy, which of on the opposite pole of the Judaizers was Gnosticism. This was
grounded in the paganism or indigenous religions of that day. They completely rejected
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anything to do with the Old Testament. It was a mixing of those local religions with a
perverted notion of Christianity. A fellow by the name of Simon Magus was an early
proponent. This thinking is seen today under the expression of “syncretism,” or the mixing
of local indigenous religions with Christianity.
Those three forms of heresy, then, are a mixture of OT Law with Christianity (Judaizers),
the mixture of local indigenous religion with OT Law (Mysticism), and mixing of Christianity
with indigenous religions (Syncretic, or Gnosticism). Sometimes this latter mixture takes
the form of mysticism. I think it wise to define or describe Mysticism a little more.
Mysticism is grounded in the belief that there exist realities such as angels and spirits that
operate outside of the realm physical perception or rational evaluation. Mysticism believes
some people can directly access and experience the realm of those beings by means of
their (some) forms of ascetic living and meditation. This is in opposition to reason and
revealed information from God as recorded in the Bible. Séances and astral projection and
direct conversation with angels are examples of accessing these beings. In may include
the occult.
More on heresy
Another way of explaining heresy is this. There is the OT Law, various religions, and
Christianity. They all mix together in some way to form a new kind of religion. The thing all
these heresies have in common is to deny the Deity and physical humanity of Christ, His
literal sacrificial atonement on the cross and bodily resurrection to pay the penalty of sin
and give eternal life for all those who place their trust in Him and His work for their needed
salvation. To deny the Person and Work of Jesus Christ in relation to sin as plainly
revealed in Scripture is the dominant markers of heresies.
Another way to detect a wrong religion is note their denial of the Diety and Work of Christ,
and substituting another form of revelation for the Bible or else merge with the Bible.
Examples would be local indigenous healers who communicate with evil spirits, the Koran
of Islam, or the many cults of Christianity – such as the Jehovah Witnesses. Any addition
or denial of the Person, Work, and Word of Jesus Christ is heresy – and not of God. As
someone said, “Where a church is built, Satan builds a chapel close by.”
More on Gnosticism
2. Now we can return to the comments of Peter (2:1-3). His immediate reference in this
epistle is probably directed toward a particular early form of Gnosticism. However, at
Peter’s time this teaching was in its infancy, and not fully developed. By the end of the
second century, Gnosticism caused great damage to the church. Gnosticism has many
currents and teachings.
One major teaching was that they separated the material universe from the spiritual. They
considered that anything made out of matter was evil, but that the spiritual was pure.
Consequently, they considered Jesus not to be made of matter or the physical. He only
appeared to be a human person, but really was not. In other words, anything made of
matter was evil; consequently, Jesus could not have had a physical body.
In fact, they believed there were two Gods: the inferior one who made the corrupted
physical creation and the superior one who ruled the pure realm.
Another teaching declared there was secret knowledge apart from Scripture that could only
be accessed by the true pure mature Christians. Normal inferior Christians did not have
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access to this secret knowledge. With this knowledge, people could eventually advance
away from matter, and merge with the pure spiritual.
Another direction of this Gnosticism took is known as “antinomian licentiousness”.
Antinomian is the completely rejection of the demands of law, or walking with God. Since
all matter is corrupted, then our bodies are also corrupted; therefore, it is of no harm to
indulge in any form of sexual sin, or give in to the appetites of the body.
Peter directly spoke of the “true knowledge” of Jesus Christ – not the mystical fraud of the
Gnostics (1:3, 8), and that we escape the corruption of the world through Christ – not by
the possession of some secret knowledge known by only some. Peter also asserted that
he was an eye witness to the physical Person of Christ and His majesty (1:16, 17), and
also the primacy of Holy Scripture (1:20, 21). Peter countered the Gnostic heresy by
referring to Christ’s physical sacrificial atonement on the cross (2:1).
Deception of false teaching
3. Peter taught that a major trait of false teachers is that they are deceptive. He writes of
their strategy, “false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies,
even denying the Master” (2:1). Stealth is their pattern of corrupting true teaching. False
teachers will claim to be telling the truth, but will slowly bring in doctrines that are similar
yet slightly different than true Bible truth. By slowly bringing in false teaching alongside of
true teaching a bit at a time, soon the false teaching over rides true teachings.
Let me illustrate. If I teach nine true biblical truths, and one false teaching, then 10% of my
teaching is false. Now, if I can slip in another false teaching the next time around, then
20% of my teaching is false.
I remember the illustration that I heard years ago. It goes like this. If I put a frog into a pot
of hot water, he will quickly jump out. He will immediately realize he will die if he stays in
the pot of hot water. However, if I put a frog into a pot of cold water, then he will stay in the
pot. Now, if I slowly heat the water, he won’t notice the slight increase of temperature. As I
slowly increase the temperature to a point, the frog will eventually be overcome by the hot
water and be cooked alive. By the time he realizes the water has turned hot, it will be too
late.
It is the same with false teachings. Over time, by slowly slipping in false teaching, they will
accumulate to the point that true teachings will be drowned out. Another way false doctrine
is slipped into true doctrine is to change the meaning of the words used. For example,
heretics might still use the word “salvation,” but they trick us by actually meaning
something else than salvation through Christ alone. When we hear the word “salvation” we
don’t realize the heretics have another meaning.
Peter describes false teaching “destructive” or as apoleia. The word refers to ruin, destroy
utterly, or perish. This is the nature end result of false teachings, or destructive teachings.
The Church is rendered powerless and useless in terms of the cause of Christ. In fact, it
will become dangerous, because it will not declare to people how to be saved. Indeed,
some teachings claim that sinners do not even need to be saved.
Denial of Christ
4. It is of note that the false teaching of the heretic, in this case, is “denial of the Master
who bought them” (2:1). These teachers of falsehoods denied the Person and Work of
Jesus Christ. Deny means to disown, and in this case to reject Jesus Christ as God and
His sacrificial work on the cross. By inference, it would deny or reject the idea that people
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are sinners in need of salvation. Actually, this destructive teaching would reject the idea of
sin.
One can summarize this false and wrong teaching this way: “Jesus Christ is not God, and
His death on the cross did not pay for sin, because sin and guilt does not exist, nor does
anyone even need salvation.” Wow! That is a cursed, destructive, and dangerous
teaching!!
The reference to the Master (Jesus Christ) who “bought” them refers to the ultimate value
of Christ’s atonement on the cross. In other words, His propitiatory, or substitutionary
sacrifice, was of enough value to save all humanity that ever lived. However, this salvation
only applies to those who received Christ’s offer by faith. Christ’s sacrifice was sufficient to
pay for the sins of these teachers of falsehood, but since they rejected this gracious offer,
His sacrifice did not apply to them.
The word “bought” (agorazo) gives us greater understanding of the marvelous work of
Christ on our behalf. The word at its core means to frequent a market place to do business
of buying and selling. It is connected to purchasing a slave at a slave market. In the world
of that day, slavery was prevalent. Egypt, Greece and Rome were built on slave labor. One
third of the population of Rome was slaves, and about 20% of the rest of that region were
slaves.
The picture, then, that Peter draws is that we humans are slaves to sin and its penalty. We
belong to another owner. However, Christ’s sacrifice on the cross was the purchase price
He paid, and it was enough to purchase us from the other owner. Consequently, ownership
was transferred to Jesus Christ, because He bought us out of the market place where all
sinners mill around waiting for the auction to finish. Christ is the believer’s new Master
(despotes), which denotes one who has absolute ownership, authority over, and
uncontrolled power over what they have purchased.
To remind us again, thought the price Christ paid was of enough value to purchase the
whole lot of slaves in that marketplace, it only applies to those who receive this transaction
by faith. It did not apply to those teachers of falsehood. Those to whom the price applies
are those called out by Christ, our new owner. The teachers of destructive opinions will
swiftly descend into their judgment.
Evil of homosexuality
5. There are two motives that describe the immoral character of these teachers of
falsehood listed in verses two and three: sexual immorality and greed. There are other
motives that drive teachers of falsehood regarding Christ, but these two appear here. Peter
writes, “And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will
be maligned” (2:2).
False doctrine and immoral living or practice goes together. Sensuality (aselgeia) means
unrestrained living or lifestyles, and especially as it refers to sexual conduct. It refers to
different forms of or repeated acts of sexual immoral practices. Sometimes it is translated
as licentiousness.
Peter uses the word a few verses later in referring to Lot, “and if He rescued righteous Lot,
oppressed by the sensual (aselgeia) conduct of unprincipled men” (2:7). The reference is
to the citizens of Sodom and Gomorrah, which Peter also identifies in verse six.
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What we have here is something overwhelming the western world today, and particularly
the United States. As I write this, the Supreme Court of the United States is debating the
issue of same sex marriage. Homosexuality was the grievous sin of Sodom and Gomorrah,
and it is the sin being militantly foisted and imposed upon much of the world.
Homosexuality is tearing at the churches as aggressive, vicious, and hostile gay agendas
are ripping churches apart.
The rapid descent of morality is astonishing. Homosexuality, which is a grievous sin, is
accepted as normal, and now the descent surrounds the issue of same sex marriages. I
recall that years ago the great evangelist, Billy Graham, preached that if God did not bring
judgment on the United States, He would have to apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah.
An example of this decadent morality is seen in the foreign aid of developed countries.
Much of the foreign aid given to developing countries by Western aid agencies is tied to
those countries being forced to accept homosexuality and same sex marriages. Peter
directly links the teaching and teachers of destructive falsehoods about Christ to those who
practice and promote homosexuality. Their end is judgment and punishment at the hands
of God.
One principle of Bible interpretation is to consider the writer of Scripture, his intent, the
need of the hearers, and the cultural and historical context. The aim is to discover that
principle that is universal in nature and is applied to any culture at any time of history. The
principle is then directly applicable to the time and culture in which we live. Peter tells us
that the sinfulness of homosexuality is one of those universal sins. He does this by his
reference to Sodom and Gomorrah (2:6). God’s judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah was
some 2000 years before Peter during the time of Abraham. Consequently, we observe that
homosexuality is a common practice of humanity, but also a sin against God and always
has been.
The second evil motive is greed (pleonexia). This is the uncontrolled and insatiable desire
to have more of something. In this context, these false teachers pursued their greed by
exploitation through deception by persuasive but untrue words. Their accumulation was not
done honesty and truthfully. Their exploitation was by manufacturing falsehoods – false
lies and teachings about Christ, His Word and His Work.
In this context, their greed was for more converts, or perhaps the money that comes with
new converts.
6. In connection with their sin, we can observe that these false teachers did not believe
judgment would come upon them. Often in today’s world, there are those who scoff at the
idea that God would judge sin. Their reasoning goes something like this, “If what we are
doing does not bring immediate judgment upon us, then that is proof that our sin is ok.”
Peter counters, “their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not
asleep” (2:3). Sometimes people do not realize that the difficult times they are going
through is perhaps God’s judgment upon a people. Even today we live in a world that
celebrates and glorifies sin, yet at the same time the world is swiftly unraveling. Poverty
abounds, unspeakable slaughtering of innocents occurs, destruction flourishes. Crime and
riots increase. Droughts, earthquakes, typhoons devastate areas. Might not this be God’s
judgment? (cf. Haggai 1:1-11).
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B. THE JUDGMENT ON
FALSE TEACHERS (2:4-9)
“(2:4) For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and
committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment; (5)and did not spare the
ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when
He brought a flood upon the world of the un-godly; (6) and if He condemned the cities of
Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an
example to those who would live ungodly thereafter; (7) and if He rescued righteous Lot,
oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men (8) (for by what he saw and heard
that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after
day with their lawless deeds), (9) then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from
temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment,”
1. Peter is telling us that sin will bring judgment, though it may be delayed according to His
purpose. He gives three examples from the Old Testament where God brought devastating
judgment upon particular sins. Peter’s logic is that just as those people of old were judged,
so will the false teachers. The three examples are the fallen angels, the flood of Noah’s
day, and the homosexual sin of Sodom and Gomorrah. Not to leave us in desperation,
Peter ends this section with hope for the believer.
Some strange but fascinating information is revealed to us as we examine these particular
sins and the context in which they occurred. If we take this digression from a direct
commentary on Peter, we learn captivating information about history and the spiritual
world.
Mysterious and shocking facts of history
2. The first example of judgment speaks of something very strange to us, but nevertheless,
the event actually happened. It seems like a story of science fiction. Let me put the key
sources before us to understand this story. The story is about certain fallen angels who
sinned with human women, and were cast into a special prison awaiting their punishment.
Three other critical sources of information will help us understand this mystery: St. Jude
(6), the book of the ancient prophet, Enoch, (Jude 14), Jewish interpretation of the day,
and Moses in Genesis 6:1-4). As I place the sources below, I will emphasize key words
that help us understand this story.
Peter wrote:
“For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and
committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment” (2:4).
Moses wrote:
“Now it came about, when men began to multiply on the face of the land, and
daughters were born to them, that the sons of God (fallen angels) saw that the
daughters of men were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves, whomever
they chose…The Nephilim (fallen ones) were on the earth in those days, and also
afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men, and they bore
children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown
(Gibborim)” (Genesis 6:1, 2, 4). Note: on a time line, this event was before the
Great Flood of Noah’s day.
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Jude wrote:
“And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper
abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great
day. Just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the
same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are
exhibited as an example, in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire” (Jude 6, 7).
Josephus wrote:
“for many angels of God accompanied with women, and begat sons that proved
unjust, and despisers of all that was good, on account of the confidence they had in
their own strength; for the tradition is, that these men did what resembled the acts
of those whom the Grecians call giants” (Antiquities of the Jews 1.3.1).

The section in Peter and Jude refers to the incident back in Genesis. In explaining this
view of Genesis 6:1-4, I must confess there are other interpretations, and the section is
hotly debated – at least during the Christian era. There are usually four views – sometimes
more.
First, the “sons of God” refers to the godly linage that came down from Seth, while the
“daughters of men” represent the ungodly linage that came from Cain. The problem with
this view is that linages from either Seth or Cain are not mentioned in the passage.
The second view is that the sons of God refer to powerful kings of that day which
introduced the practice of polygamy, which descended into gross immorality and other evil
practices. The problem with this view is that the words used to describe the players in this
tale do not allow for this view.
The third view is that a special class of fallen angels (who are demons) possessed human
men, married human women with the resulting offspring being a superior demonic class of
humans called “giants.” This view seems to me better than choices one and two.
The fourth view is that a special class of fallen angels (i.e. Nephilim) literally took human
form, cohabitated with human women with the offspring being giants or demi-gods (i.e.
Gibborim). According to Jude, their major sin was in the same category as that of Sodom
and Gomorrah, “they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went after
strange flesh” (Jude 6). Both homosexuality and demons in human form indulging in sexual
relations with human women would be “strange flesh (heteros).” The word heteros means
“of a different kind” or of a different created order or class of beings. The fallen angels
transgressed over the boundaries of their own created natures to invade the realm of
created beings of a different nature - humans.
As a sidebar, Jude heaps great condemnation upon the sin of homosexuality, “in
undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.” There is no salvation for the fallen angels, but
fortunately, salvation is available for those who exercise the sin of homosexuality if they
accept Christ.
The problem with this fourth view, it is alleged, is that angels are said to be sexless, and
bodiless spirits (cf. Hebrews 1:14; Matthew 22:30). However, in reply, the Matthew
information just says angels do not get married. Furthermore, angels are designated the
genders of male and female, and do sometimes take the form of humans (cf. Zechariah
5:9; Genesis 18:2, 16; 19:1, 5, 10, 12, 15, 16; Hebrews 13:2).
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It is this fourth view that I defend in this space. First I review the historical situation. The
angels are a particular sub group of the fallen angels that were cast out of Heaven with
Satan when he rebelled against God. That main horde that followed Satan is free to roam
the earth and a portion of the spiritual world in the heavenly places (cf. Ephesians 6:1012). They are the demons. They cannot, however, do anything without God’s permission,
who holds all power and authority in the universe (Job 1:6-12; 2:1-7; 38:7: Matthew 28:18).
This special group that committed the sin of Genesis six, were thrown into hell (Tartarus),
which is a different place than Hades or Gehenna, the latter being the lake of fire and
brimstone. Eventually, they will also be cast into Gehenna along with Satan and all the
fallen angels and those who reject Christ.
Here are my reasons for my choice of this fourth view.
 The phrase for “sons of God” is used almost entirely of angels in the O.T. (cf. Job
1:6; 2:1; 38:7). The Septuagint (a Greek Translation from the Hebrew in 250-150
B.C.) was translated by Jewish scholars. These scholars translated the phrase
“angels of God.” Consequently, they believed these creatures to be angels.


The Nephilim of Genesis 6:4 means “the fallen ones.”



The daughters of men in Genesis 6:2, 4, refer to human females.



The Gibborim (mighty men of renown) describes a demi-god, or a creature half
man and half god – a hybrid of sorts. Gibborim is the term used in the various
Hebrew cognate languages to describe a demi-god.



This fourth view was held by the Jewish theologians of Jesus day, and was the
constant view of the ancient world. For example, Josephus wrote, “for many angels
of God accompanied with women, and begat sons that proved unjust, and
despisers of all that was good, on account of the confidence they had in their own
strength; for the tradition is, that these men did what resembled the acts of those
whom the Grecians call giants” (Antiquities 1.3.1).



The concept of creatures of part-man part-god (i.e. demi-gods) was prevalent in the
ancient world. This is probably due to the collective memory of the human race who
remembered this alliance in Genesis Six. For example, Achilles of the Trojan War
as described in Homer’s Iliad was half God and half man. His mother was Thetis
the goddess of the sea, and his father was Peleus, a Greek hero.



The Book of Enoch clearly details this view under question. However, the validity of
Enoch gets tricky. Jude wrote his epistle under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. It is
accurate and without error. In verses 14 and 15, Jude quotes the prophet Enoch
who was of the seventh generation from Adam. The whole book of Enoch is not
considered inspired Scripture. However, Jude quoted Enoch 1:9, and that portion is
to be considered inspired and accurate. Jude considered Enoch to be real and his
work a good historical source. Enoch describes in graphic detail this view of fallen
angels mating with human women in section one, chapters 6-10 of the Book of
Enoch. This writing was held in high regard by both Jews and Christians in the
early days.



Marriage and procreation between fallen angels and mankind is not impossible.
Angels appeared as men to Abraham (Genesis 18:1-8), and were even lusted after
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sexually by the men of Sodom (Genesis 19:4, 5). Female angels are even spoken
of in the Bible (Zechariah 5:9); consequently, they are not necessarily sexless or
without gender. However, they do not procreate other angels in heaven. Jude
indicates that the fallen angels were committing “gross immorality” (sexual sin) with
human women (Jude 6, 7). Jude, then, equated the sins of Sodom and Gomorrah
with the fallen angels – and called the sin “gross sexual immorality.”


If angels can materialize into human bodies complete with eating, talking, and
walking capacities, then surely they can also materialize the total reproductive
apparatus to impregnate human women. The fallen angels evidently manipulated
genetic mutation and recombination to bring about the demi-god like creatures
called the gibborims. After all, sexual lust was the motivation of why the fallen
angels took human women (Genesis 6:1-4).

Noah’s worldwide flood
3. Peter affirms the flood of Noah’s day. There is so much theology and information given
us by Peter. We must keep in mind that Peter is telling Christians how to live in days of
great, intense danger. So far, Peter has reminded Christians to live productive lives, be
assured of the truth of the Christian Faith and the source of the Bible, and warned against
false teacher who pervert Christian doctrine. Later, he will give us the basis for our hope in
the face of intense opposition. Now, I go back to the Great Flood.
There are basically three views regarding the flood of Noah’s day. First, the event did not
happen. Second, the flood was only a local occurrence. Third, the flood is literally as
recorded in Genesis chapters 6-8, and covered the entire globe. Peter’s choice was the
latter.
It is important to know that there are many version of the flood in the cultures of other
peoples. Even though their details are in error in many places, the general collective
memory of humanity acknowledges the worldwide flood in Noah’s day. Examples include
the Epic of Gilgamesh of Uruk and the Sumerian Kings list, according to K.A. Kitchen in his
Ancient Orient and Old Testament, Downers Grove: Intervarsity Press, 1966.
Peter gives details as to the scope of the flood, its purpose, and the number of humans on
the Noah’s Ark. God saved Noah and his family, but He judged the rest of humanity for
their wickedness. Peter assumes the fact of the Flood, but his main point is to present
another example of the certainty of God’s judgment on the evil of false teachers. By
application, his words give reason for caution to the efforts of Bible teachers and preachers
of today. Peter also lauded Noah as a preacher of righteousness; consequentially,
sermons and teachings need to have a good balance of doctrine and practical life related
teachings.
Sodom and Gomorrah
4. Peter also presents a third example of the certainty of God’s judgment on sin: the
condemnation and destruction of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. Again, Peter
assumes the reality of the Genesis story of those two cities. The great sin of those cities
was homosexuality. God revealed to Moses that it was a sin in Abraham’s day, Moses’
day, and in the days of the early church. Abraham was the son of Terah who descended
from Noah’s son, Shem (Genesis 11:27). He was born over 2,000 years before Christ. For
the last 4,000 years, as recorded in Scripture, homosexuality has been in existence and
considered as sin.
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In the times we live, the forces behind homosexual activity and same sex marriage are
powerful forces arrayed against Christ and His Church. There are those who defend these
sins. A most popular explanation regarding Sodom and Gomorrah is that the sin of those
people was actually inhospitality to strangers. The story is found in Genesis 18:1-19:38.
I must make a disclaimer. Everyone sins: even Christians. Hypocrisy abounds throughout
the world. You sin. I sin. Christians do not, or should not, become judges over nonbelievers – or even pretend they are above sin. What I do here is simply explain what
Peter and the Bible says about this sin of homosexuality. This word is from God, because
He is the author of the Bible. We Christians must stand in awe and fear of the Lord in view
of His judgment on sin.
It is a fact, however, that God is the judge of sin. He has made the rules. To stand in
judgment of God is a frightening thing to do – and that is what the defenders of sin do:
stand in judgment over God. Those who promote homosexuality, or any sin, are in
opposition to God. That is a scary place to be. The difference is that Christians have been
forgiven of their sin through Christ.
The key verses to consider that define the sin of the men of Sodom read, “and they called
to Lot and said to him, ‘Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us
that we may have relations with them.’ But Lot went out to them at the doorway, and shut
the door behind him, and said, ‘Please, my brothers, do not act wickedly. Now behold, I
have two daughters who have not had relations with man; please let me bring them out to
you, and do to them whatever you like; only do nothing to these men, inasmuch as they
have come under the shelter of my roof’” (Genesis 19:5-8, emphasis mine; cf. Isaiah 3:9).
There are four factors to consider. First, it seems as though the men of Sodom were very
friendly. Second, the Hebrew term for “have relations” is the same in reference to the
desired action by the men of Sodom, and the offer of Lot’s daughters. Lot was clearly
offering the sexual favors of his daughters to placate the men’s sinful desires for the angels
– who appeared as men. Third, cities in the Old Testament days were not destroyed for
being unfriendly. Fourth, Peter labeled this sin as, “ungodly, lawless, unprincipled, and
under punishment” (2:6-9). Fifth, Jude identifies the sin as a form of gross sexual
immorality (Jude 6, 7).
The word for “had relations” (to know) is the word normally used for sexual intercourse.
Moses records, “now the man had relations (know) with his wife Eve and she conceived
and gave birth” emphasis mine (Genesis 4:1).
The actual Hebrew word used is “yada.” Whenever this word has a “personal direct object
(i.e., to know someone), it always has a sexual innuendo” According to John H. Walton
(Ed.). Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary.”
There is another place in Scripture where the same construction is used explaining what
was the act the sodomites wanted.
“While they were making merry, behold, the men of the city, certain worthless
fellows surrounded the house, pounding the door; and they spoke to the owner of
the house, the old man, saying, ‘Bring out the man who came into you house that
we have relations with him.’ Then the man, the owner of the house, went out to
them and said to them, ‘No my fellows, please do not act so wickedly; since this
man has come into my house, do not commit this act of folly” emphasis (Judges
19:22, 23).
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I think it is useful to address another argument the defenders of homosexuality use. They
say that the sin in the case of the Sodomites was “gang rape.” In other words, the sexual
act itself is ok, but to gang up and take turns on a hapless victim is wrong.
Major problems arise from this interpretation. First, consider when Abraham and Lot
separated and went different ways concerning their economic interests. Lot chose the
cities of the valley, and moved his tents as far as Sodom. Then it is told, “Now the men of
Sodom were wicked exceedingly and sinners against the Lord” (Genesis 13:13).
Consequently, the Sodomites were considered “wicked” before the attempted, “gang rape.”
Second, consider when the angels visited Abraham, then left on their way to destroy
Sodom and Gomorrah. God Himself said, “The outcry of Sodom and Gomorrah is indeed
great, and their sin is exceedingly grave. I will go down now, and see if they have done
entirely according to its outcry, which has come to Me; and if not, I will know” (Genesis
18:20, 21 – emphasis mine).
This was also before the incident of “gang rape.” The word for “outcry” denotes a cry
arising from pain and sorrow, imploring help, or justice. In this case it is a cry to Heaven for
vengeance or punishment on account of an outrageous sin that demanded an enquiry.
According to one commentary, the idea is, “I shall examine fully whether the corruption of
the people is as universal and hopeless as rumour says: in that case they must be
exterminated; otherwise, I shall inflict a mitigated punishment” (JFB).
This language is expressed in anthropomorphic style, or after the manner of men. God
knew all along what was happening. Keil and Delitzsch concur. God decided to
exterminate. The exceedingly grave sin was a pattern of life for the citizens of Sodom and
Gomorrah. As a final note, even Abraham identified the sin of Sodom as “wicked” (Genesis
18:23, 25).
To take another approach, the response of Abraham who was actually talking with
Jehovah was enlightening. He admitted the guilt and wickedness of Sodom and Gomorrah.
However, he sincerely and earnestly prayed for the deliverance of the area. He knew the
justice and judgment of God was front and center; however, Abraham out of love and
concern even for the wicked, appealed to the grace of God for their deliverance. This is
instructive for believers. We must pray much for those outside of Christ. God has already
condemned them. We must pray for their salvation.
It is of note that the fierce and aggressive militancy of the homosexual agenda against
Christ in this day draws a parallel to the hostility of the men of Sodom. Lot was called
“righteous,” and that seems strange in light of his offering of his daughters. However, the
custom of that day was to protect his guests at all costs. Finally, the destruction of those
cities serves as an example of God’s attitude toward the sin of homosexuality. The place
where those thriving but sinful cities of Sodom and Gomorrah were located is now barren,
full of tar pits, mounds of asphalt, and marshland.
Another somewhat frightening issue is this. As I write this, Ireland has officially declared
same sex marriage as legal. The citizens of that country are very happy. If, however, one
was to tell them that what they did was very evil in the eyes of God, they would laugh and
mock. The sobering reality is this: if God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, certainly He will
bring judgment upon that country. America could be close behind. The only reason God
tarries is that in His patience, He is waiting for more people to come to Christ and be saved
(cf. 3:15).
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Lot’s decision: good or bad
5. There is another practical matter of note. Did Lot make an immoral decision to offer his
virgin daughters to the men of Sodom to gang rape in order to protect the angels
(appearing as men) who were his guests? God called Lot righteous three times. Yet, this
decision he made was terrible. Before we condemn Lot, it is important to understand that in
life we are sometimes forced to make a choice of which both or all choices are bad. This
was the predicament that Lot found himself. He was in a chaotic situation, and had to
make a quick decision. In such an event, I would suggest that we render our decisions
based on the best of two or more bad choices. In other words, which choice will cause the
least damage to all concerned?
I give an example. One time a woman wrote me with her problem. She had just become a
Christian, but was in a polygamous marriage with several children that were hers. She
asked if she should leave her husband. If she left her husband, her parents would not want
her back, according to the cultural customs. Her children would be rejected by society.
Probably the only way she could feed herself and her children would be to prostitute
herself on the street. She had to make a decision of which both choices were wrong. God
orders a monogamous marriage, but she would be forced into prostitution if she left her
husband. What would you advise her to do?
We should not be too quick to condemn people if they make choices in life that are not
perfect. Remember, in the choice that Lot made, He was still considered righteous by God.
He was not righteous because of his decision, but because Christ paid the penalty for all
sin in the life of Lot – just as He does for today’s believers.
God’s rescue
6. We now see the promise of ultimate deliverance to the people of God in verses seven
through nine. Peter again mentions Lot, describing him as a righteous man. Peter also fills
in more information about the citizens of Sodom and Gomorrah as the
“unprincipled…lawless…unrighteous” men. They were lawless because they had violated
the laws of nature and conscience. The Mosaic Law had not yet been given.
As to Lot, he was rescued from judgment, and his conscience was tormented by the
temptations around him. Not that he was inclined toward homosexuality, but that living in
an environment of evil caused him distress. Christians living today are in an environment
that hates Christ, and indulges in sin. Whenever we turn on the TV, read the newspaper,
attend secular universities, we are pressured to keep quiet and adopt the ways of the
world. Our souls are bothered and agitated.
The solid promise of God is that all believers in Christ will be rescued, and the ungodly will
come under punishment. God knows how to rescue believers, and He has the power,
motivation, and skill to deliver on His promise. If He can cast demons into hell, flood the
world but save eight people, and destroy cities, then He can and will deliver those who
belong to Him.

C. THE WORKS OF
FALSE TEACHERS (2:10-22)
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“(2:10) and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise
authority. Daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when they revile angelic majesties, (11)
whereas angels who are greater in might and power do not bring a reviling judgment
against them before the Lord. (12) But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures
of instinct to be captured and killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the
destruction of those creatures also be destroyed, (13) suffering wrong as the wages of
doing wrong.
They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in
their deceptions, as they carouse with you, (14) having eyes full of adultery and that never
cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children;
(15) forsaking the right way they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the
son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness, (16) but he received a rebuke for
his own transgression; for a dumb donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the
madness of the prophet.
(17) These are springs without water, and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black
darkness has been reserved. (18) For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by
fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error,
(19) promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a
man is overcome, by this he is enslaved.
(20) For if after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last
state has become worse for them than the first. (21) For it would be better for them not to
have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy
commandment delivered to them. (22) It has happened to them according the true proverb,
‘A dog returns to its own vomit,’ and, ‘A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the
mire.’”
1. The next twelve verses describe the works and give more information on the character
of false teachers. The first grouping of verses (2:10-12) involves not only sexual
immorality, but also their arrogance, and lack of true knowledge.
Again, Peter seems to select out a particular sexual sin, “those who indulge the flesh in its
corrupt desires.” The flesh means the corrupted nature we inherent from Adam and Eve.
Considering the context, He apparently is referring back to the sins of Sodom and
Gomorrah. I hate to keep mentioning homosexuality, but I am just commenting on what
Peter is telling us. Its application is relevant today. For example, many of the fine Christian
denominations have been taken over by homosexuals and their teachings. Gays are fine,
they teach, it is fine for practicing gays and lesbians to be pastors and priests, and now
same sex marriage is championed by those false teachers.
These corrupted and rebellious false teachers denied the Lordship of Christ, and showed
distain and mockery of powerful angelic beings. They scoffed at spiritual things, and
reduced life to only the material which was to be totally pleased in its corruptness. They
thought sin and goodness were unreal, and mocked the idea. They turned good into evil
and evil into good.
Their central thrust of these heretics seems to be that indulgence in sexual immorality is
angelic or good, and that God wants mankind to live free from any restraints – particular of
a sexual nature. They were doing and saying things that even angels cringe from, and they
even reviled those powerful beings. The approach of these self-appointed arrogant people
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was to attack vigorously anyone who would disagree with their own destructive and
ignorant teachings. Their teaching was completely devoid of reality. They were
preoccupied with committing adultery, habitually and with determined greed, but never
having enough. They were constantly looking for a woman to have adultery with. Money,
sex, power, and women were their life.
2. In verses fourteen and fifteen, Peter brings another image from the Old Testament:
Balaam, son of Beor (Numbers 22-24). Balaam attempted to deceive Israelite men into
adulterous relationships with Moabite women. This was his plan to defeat Israel and gain
monetary reward. In his headlong plunge for greed, Balaam was reproved by his donkey
to turn aside from his madness, which was wrong thinking, being contrary to the mind, or
beyond understanding (paraphronian). The implication is that this kind of false teaching is
insane. Anything that goes contrary to Scripture is insane and divorced from reality.
3. Verses sixteen to nineteen Peter repeats the themes of sexual sin, arrogance, greed,
false teachings, addictions and certain judgment. Verse twenty and twenty one brings up
an interesting concept. These false teachers evidently were exposed to the truth of the
Gospel and Jesus Christ, and verbalized a profession of faith. In other words, they had
access to Scripture and claimed to be Christians. However, their confession was a
pretense – a lie. They had not placed their faith in Christ for salvation, but only pretended.
By their pretense, they could gain access to the Christian community and begin to pervert
and corrupt Christianity.
They would have been better off to never have had heard of Christ and His salvation.
These words establish the fact that there are degrees of sin, and degrees or levels of
punishment. One way that God will render His future judgment is to evaluate how well
people responded to the light or level of information they had received about Christ.
4. Verse twenty two gives a powerful principle in a proverb, “A dog returns to its own
vomit.” It is a rather gross expression, but it points out a fact of character. Even though a
person may act one way on the outside in their behavior, they stay the same on the inside.
It is a principle of hiring someone for a job. What people’s track record is is what it will be.
In other words, what a person habitually has done in the past, they will habitually continue
in the future. That is why it is important to check out a person’s past performance at the
places they have worked.
People can change, especially a conversion to Christ. However, as we grow up we pick up
certain habits and thinking patterns about life. We also develop certain weakness due to
our fallen nature. When we are buffeted by stress, trouble, and discouragements in life, we
tend to give up and fall prey to those old bad habits out of weakness. We must remember,
however, that when we fall into trouble, God will never leave or forsake us.
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III. GOD’S PLAN FOR THE FUTURE (Chapter three)

A. THE COMING OF
JESUS CHRIST (3:1-13)
“(3:1) This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up
your sincere mind by way of reminder, (2) that you should remember the words spoken
beforehand by the Holy Prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by
your apostles. (3) Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their
mocking, following after their own lusts (4) and saying, ‘Where is the promise of His
coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the
beginning of creation.’
(5) For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the
heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, (6) through
which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded by water. (7) But the present
heavens and earth by His word are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment
and destruction of ungodly men.
(8) But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as
a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. (9) The Lord is not slow about His
promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish
but for all to come to repentance. (10) But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in
which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with
intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.
(11) Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to
be in holy conduct and godliness, (12) looking for and hastening the coming of the day of
the God, on account of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements
will melt with intense hear! (13) But according to His promise we are looking for new
heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.”
1. Peter makes his transition by returning to his purpose of writing to the Christians of his
audience. Troubled times were coming upon the believers. Nero’s slaughter of Christians
was underway. Pressures from the Jews continued. False teachers were corrupting
Christian teaching. Early Christianity was in danger, and Peter knew his time on this earth
was drawing near. He was preparing the Christians to live faithfully in terrible times.
Reminding ourselves of our faith is important, because we tend to forget when engaged in
the turmoil of life. Constant reviewing the truths of our Faith is critical when we live in a
world upside down.
Peter establishes the truth and credibility of his words by appealing to Old Testament
prophecy, the words and work of Jesus Christ, and the faithful teaching of the Apostles of
Christ. He presents Christ as both Lord and Savior. He rules the universe without flaw, and
He has saved forever those who are His. To troubled believers, we are to place our trust in
Christ, His promises, and His commandments. Peter is stimulating correct thinking in the
sincere minds of the believers. Peter places the Old Testament prophets on the same level
of authority as the Apostles, reminding us to read our Old Testament as well as the new.
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Our personal faith and courage comes from reading Scripture. In the Old Testament, for
example, we see how God interacted with His people in their lives. Sometimes we are
numbed by the worries and agitation of this life, and we think God has forgotten about us in
our trouble. Reading the great stories of the Old Testament reminds us again of the fact
that God is alive, real, and is working in our personal lives to His glory and our benefit.
2. Peter then moves to describe the conditions on earth at the return of Christ. The early
Christians believed Christ’s return would be at any time, but it has been some 2,000 years
and He still waits for His perfect timing. The attitudes of non-believers in Peter’s day are
similar to non-believers today. Let’s look at some of those attitudes.
Attitudes of infidels: humanism, hedonism, evolution
3. Mockery of the idea that Christ will return to this earth and set up His Kingdom is
widespread. They ridiculed and insulted Christians for believing that Christ would return.
Their specific mocking was, “Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the
fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation” (3:4). These
people, as of today, live for only their self-interest, selfishness, self-indulgence, and
disregard any idea of Christ’s return. The world realizes the evil of today, but they are
trying to make things better without God. The world will never get better until Christ returns.
This brings up a caution for our churches. Today we could call those ancient beliefs as
“humanism” and “hedonism.” Hedonism refers to the philosophy that the chief end of life is
pleasure, which is the greatest good. This philosophy promotes the idea that, “if it feels
good, then it must be right.” Feelings, and not truth, reigns supreme. The biblical view is
that the chief end of mankind is to glorify God and to enjoy God’s riches forever. The world
looks for good and happiness in the wrong place. Many times Christians are duped into
adopting the world’s viewpoint.
This thinking can be seen in the arduous efforts to become a success, which it is assumed,
will make us happier. Usually, success is seen as a better job, more wealth, greater fame,
and enormous power. We are to pursue, we are told, happiness. This is a lie. We are to
pursue God and His interests. Christians are slaves of God, and slaves serve the interests
of their masters. It is true that the non-believer can be happy and enjoy pleasure from this
world, but it is only fleeting. The happiest non-believer will surely and quickly lose their
happiness when they slip from this life into the next.
For example, Esmie and I recently spent a restful get-a-way to Victoria, British Columbia.
In the harbor there was the largest yacht we have ever seen! It seems bigger than some of
the ferries. It reeked of luxury and pleasure and dialed up our envy. Assuming the owner
was not a believer (and I have no idea), people would look at that person as a roaring
success. By this world’s standards, the person was, indeed, a success. However, if the
person dies in unbelief, what would happen to their success? Their happiness, success
and pleasure would turn to torment.
Humanism, on the other hand, is the belief that mankind is the highest value and center of
the universe. In other words, the best and highest interpreter of mankind is mankind.
Philosopher Colin Brown quotes Carl Becker defining humanism as
“(1) man is not natively depraved; (2) the end of life is life itself, the good life on
earth instead of the beatific life after death; (3) man is capable, guided solely by the
light of reason and experience, of perfecting the good life on earth; and (4) the first
and essential condition of the good life on earth is the freeing of men’s minds from
the bonds of ignorance and superstition, and of their bodies from the arbitrary
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oppression of the constituted social authorities” (Philosophy & the Christian Faith;
Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1968, p. 227.).
This philosophy is jarringly contrary to reality as clearly observed by both General and
Special Revelation from God – and by the current events of any age since the Fall.
However, it is the ground of present day Darwinism evolution. The Church must be very
careful not to fall into the clutches of manmade philosophy, but know, be reminded of, stay
focused upon, view and guide our lives by the Word of God. This is difficult, because the
world of science and education is dominated by godless evolutionary dogma. The rejection
of the Bible and its explanation of how things happened is not based on good science or
historical evidence. People who reject the Bible do it out of a stubborn deliberate choice.
Evolution
4. Another important part of those early false teachers ideology is known as
“uniformitarianism.” It is a big word, but its meaning pervades even current thinking. The
idea is that the natural laws and process that govern the material universe have always
been the same. What happens today has always happened. Consequently, those
processes will also continue on in the future. Nothing will ever change. However, this
ideology deliberately discounts the idea of miracles, and even creation itself – and certainly
God.
The idea is that if present natural laws and processes are the same as they have always
been and since creation is not occurring now, then there was never a beginning of
creation. Another slant is that the world and all it contains, through evolutionary processes,
is constantly in a process of creation; consequently, there was never any starting point. In
other words, Creation is happening now.
Most secular scientists believe the universe started billions of years ago by something they
call the, “Big Bang” theory. Defined, it holds that the origin of our cosmos (universe)
evolved suddenly out of “nothing” and became a very tiny particle of space/time.
Somehow, this tiny particle contained the energy and information to expand into the
universe and all that it contains – including you and me.
The puzzle to this theory is twofold. First, how is it possible for something to spontaneously
come from nothing? I would submit that it is impossible. The first law of thermodynamics in
science holds that energy cannot be created or destroyed, but only transformed from one
form to another. Then, one must conclude that there had to be something from which the
Big Bang could go bang. However, if there is no God, as they claim, where did the stuff
come from that went “bang?”
Second, the other conclusion is that energy and matter are eternal – our reality as we
know it has always existed. Or, it is thought that there was a different process of physics in
operation that made it possible for there to be something to go “bang.”
We live in a cause and effect world. Everything has a cause. If matter is eternal, there is no
cause. In sharp contrast, however, some outside force necessarily had to have caused the
university and reality as we know it. The only eternal external agency is God. If someone
would say there was another process of physics occurring before the “bang,” then where
did that process come from?
5. To counter this foolish line of thinking, Peter gives a history lesson. He stated that God
did create the heavens and earth. Incidentally, God did create this material universe from
nothing. He was that outside force that created energy, space, time, and matter.
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Interestingly, he maintains that there was water first, then the earth. This world is uniquely
the “water planet.” As we know, water is necessary for life. Yet, for some water in the form
of ice on a few known planets, this earth is the only place water exists. This earth we live
on was made especially to host mankind and the marvelous features found only here. In
fact, the universe seems to be made for mankind. This is known in science as the
“Anthropic Principle.” I will let my scientist friend, Don DeYoung (with a Ph.D. in Physics)
explain.
“This term comes from the Greek word for man, Anthropos…The Anthropic
Principle states that the universe appears especially suited for the well being of
mankind…As just one of many illustrations, consider the lunar tides. If the moon
were much closer to the earth, the tides would be greatly increased. Ocean waves
might then sweep across the continents. The seas themselves might gradually heat
to the boiling point from the resulting friction. On the other hand, a more distant
moon would reduce the tides. Marine life then would be endangered by the
resulting preponderance of stagnant water along coastlines. Our own existence
also would be endangered…We can conclude that the moon is at just the “correct”
location for our well being” (Astronomy and the Bible. Winona Lake: BMH Books,
2010, p. 121.122).
The second piece to Peter’s argument is the Great Flood of Noah’s day. He says that
things of this material universe have not always been the same. He points out two
miracles: creation and the Great Flood.
Again, it is important to note that the great apostle Peter genuinely believed in the Genesis
story of creation and the Great Flood. This fact is an affirmation that the story of beginnings
as told in Genesis is true. Peter was not a liar. Why? He would not have lied when, as it
were, on his deathbed.
Peter next moves to the future, and points out another coming miracle: the judgment of the
world. It is by the Word of God that He created this universe, managed the Great Flood,
and is maintaining this world by His Word. God holds the universe together, governs it
precisely, and will steer it toward His eventual goal. He has planned and controls History,
including the future.
Peter tells us that this world, which is under God’s curse from the fall of Adam & Eve, has
been placed in reserve to be cleansed by fire. Judgment is in view. He says one purpose is
the judgment and destruction (apoleia) of those who have rejected Christ. This final
judgment and renewal of the world will be at the time of the Great White Throne judgment
(Revelation 20:10-15). The new heavens and earth is described in Revelation chapters 21
& 22.
Judgment of the unsaved
6. Another issue is addressed: the ultimate destination of the unsaved. Let me place the
crucial verses before us. Peter wrote, “through which the world at that time was destroyed
(apollumi), being flooded with water. But the present heavens and earth by His word are
being reserved for fire, kept for the Day of Judgment and destruction (apoleia or apollumi
in verb form) of ungodly men” (3:6, 7) – emphasis mine.
We are told that those ungodly (asebes) individuals will be destroyed. Asebes refers to
those without reverential awe toward God – in other words, non-believers.
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The question is: will those who come under this judgment be destroyed and cease to
exist? The answer is terrible. The word for “destroy” (apollumi) regarding the Great Flood is
the same word that describes the “destruction” of non-believers. The world of the Great
Flood did not cease to exist, but was reordered or changed.
Apoleia is where we get the word “Perdition.” The idea is not extinction but ruin or loss,
lacking of wellbeing. It does not refer to nonexistence. The verb form (apollumi) is to be
delivered up to eternal misery. In other words, be deprived of all things that make
existence worthwhile.
The unsaved, therefore, do not go out of existence in the next life, nor do they get a
second chance to be saved. Unfortunately, they are under the final judgment of eternal
misery. This is a reality so hard to face. On the one hand, when observing the wickedness
in the world, God would not be just to overlook it. On the other hand, it means the eternal
destination of our unsaved loved ones is in a place of eternal torment.
When I look at my own sins, I can only express my wholehearted thankfulness for the
grace of God who has saved me based solely by faith. I do not revel, nor am I selfrighteous. Only God condemns. I cannot condemn anything. I can only cringe, and humbly
accepted the reality. It is by grace alone that I am saved by faith alone.
I recall back in 1980 when Mount Saint Helens in Oregon erupted in volcanic ash. It was
the deadliest and most destructive in the history of the United States. Fifty seven people
lost their lives, 250 homes, 47 bridges, 15 miles of railways and 185 miles of highway were
demolished. At the time, I was living some 50 miles away in Portland where I pastored a
church. When the mountain exploded, the ash plume soared into the sky in a monstrous
mushroom shape and just hung there for hours, then began drifting away. I had never seen
anything like it. As I looked at the massive explosion, my heart was filled with a mix of
emotions: fear, awe, dread, disbelief, heart wrenching pity, and also gratitude.
From my safe vantage point, I stared, aghast, stunned, and unmovable at the incredible
spectacle. However, within the immediate range of the volcanic activity, there were people
choking to death by the ash, being buried alive in the mud slides, and being dashed
against boulders and trees as they were washed down the ravines. It was truly horrible.
Those of us viewing the eruption were safe. Those close to the mountain were destroyed.
It was what it was, and we were helpless to stop the carnage and hold back the mudslides.
There was nothing we could do to save those caught up in the mass destruction. We could
gasp and call it unfair and horrible, but the mountain had taken up a life of its own, and it
was unstoppable.
It is the same with God and His plan. We cannot thwart His plan and purpose. We are
bystanders to His will. We are powerless before Him. He has saved forever all those who
by faith place their trust in Christ’s death, burial and resurrection to save them from their
sins and grant eternal life. By the words of Peter God has destined eternal punishment for
those who reject His gracious offer of salvation. We are only bystanders. The best we can
do is to quickly get out the Gospel of Christ to the entire earth.
Let me add one more factor that the volcano illustrates. There was a fellow who had lived
in the area for 54 years. His name was Harry R. Truman – no relation to the president.
Despite many repeated warnings to evacuate in the face of impending disaster, he
stubbornly refused. He thought he was invincible. When the mudslides came, he was
buried deeply beneath the debris. This reveals the attitude of those who reject Christ. Even
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though they mock Jesus Christ, and shake their fist in His face, their destiny is sealed and
they cannot do anything to change it. God has spoken.
God’s grace in patience
7. Verses eight and nine give this message: be patient when under pressure or threat
because of our Christian Faith. Remain faithful and resolute in your belief and trust in a
living God who loves you. The 1,000 years is sometimes falsely used to describe the days
of creation. In other words, one day of the creation story in Genesis is symbolic of 1,000
years. That interpretation does not fit this text, nor conform to the understanding of Peter –
and also of Jesus.
The number of years is simply a word picture describing the patience of God. He is neither
forgetful nor slow with the fulfillment of His promises – He is right on time. He is not
pressed by a deadline, but He controls history. God runs the universe on His schedule, not
man’s timetable. He is waiting for all His elect to be saved, and then He will close this
chapter of human history.
However, another point of contention comes here. Let’s put the key phrase before us. He
is, “not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance” (3:9). Some wrongly say
this means that all will be saved. That doctrine is called “universalism.”
The Lord does not wish for any to perish. However He created mankind with free will. This
statement does not refer to His decree, or predetermined plan to save His own, but it
reflects his compassionate concern even for ungodly sinners who reject Him. He desires
that all will repent and come to Him, but He knows they will not; consequently, they will
enter Perdition.
An Illustration might help. There is a man who committed a crime. While awaiting his trial,
he turns over a new leaf – maybe, he becomes a Christian. However, he is tried and
convicted. It is now up to the Judge to sentence him. The Judge has a tender,
compassionate heart, and with sadness, sentences the man to a life sentence – because
that is what the law calls for. The Judge does not desire to sentence the man, but with a
tear in his eye, because of his crime, the Judge must do his job.
The Day of the Lord
8. Now in verses 10-11 we face some difficult information. We are told about the Day of the
Lord and what will happen at that Judgment Day. Let me first put the verse before us, and
then I will unpack its meaning.
Peter writes, “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens
will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat,
and the earth and its works will be burned up…the heavens will be destroyed by
burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! But according to His promise
we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells”
(3:10, 12, 13) – emphasis mine.
First, we must understand what the “Day of the Lord” is, of which the Bible gives ample
information. The term does not refer to a 24 hour day, but to an extended time with multiple
events occurring within that time period. There are two reoccurring themes within this time
span: judgment (cf. 3:7), and universal renovation of the earth and heavens.
The Day of the Lord starts with Christ coming like a thief in the night (Matthew 24:43; Luke
12:39, 40; 1 Thessalonians 5:2; 2 Peter 3:10). It continues through the Rapture, Great
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Tribulation, the resurrections, Millennium Kingdom (i.e. World Empire), final Great White
Throne judgment, the cleansing of the elements with fervent heat, and ends with the new
heavens and earth and eternal state.
Verses referring to the Day of the Lord include: Isaiah 2:12; 13:6, 9; Ezekiel 13:5; 30:3;
Joel 1:15; 2:1, 11, 31; 3:14; Amos 5:18, 20; Obadiah 15; Zephaniah 1:7, 14; Zechariah
14:1ff.; Malachi 4:5; Acts 2:20; 1 Thessalonians 5:2; 2 Peter 3:10. The terms, “that day or
the day or the great day” occur more than 75 times in the O.T.
Some events describing the beginning of the Day of the Lord are found in: 2 Thessalonians
1:7-10; Matthew 16:27, 28; 19:28; 24:29-44; 25:31. C.I. Scofield, of the Scofield Study
Bible, wrote:
“The day of Jehovah (called, also, “that day,” and “the great day”) is that
lengthened period of time beginning with the return of the Lord in glory, and ending
with the purgation of the heavens and the earth by fire preparatory to the new
heavens and new earth (Isa. 65:17-19; 66:22; 2 Peter 3:13; revelation 21:1). (Cited
by J. Dwight Pentecost. Things to Come. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing
Company, 1958, p. 229).
Virtually all of these events are agreed to by scholars of various prophetic views, but there
is disagreement as to the sequence and timing of these major events. As a matter of full
disclosure, I adhere to the Pre-Tribulation, Pre-Millennial, one thousand years Millennial
Kingdom of Christ, and finally, the everlasting state. It is generally agreed that with a literal
interpretation of prophetic events in both the Old and New Testaments, that at least a PreMillennial view is consistent with Scripture.
Now back to Peter’s explanation of this tremendous event in future history. He described
the judgment of the unsaved in 3:7, and also the renovation of His creation. Now we must
break down the details of this mighty cleansing of the heavens and earth.
Renovation of the heavens and earth
We are told that the heavens will pass away (parerchomai) with a great noise like the
sound of a raging fire. The elements will be destroyed (Luo), or reduced to its constituent
particles. This word is used three times in verses 10, 11, 12. It is to loosen, disintegrate. It
is applied to breaking up a structure, or dissolving a compound into its elements. What
does this mean?
We observe that the “stuff” God used to make the heavens and earth will not be
annihilated, but reduced to its basic form. Three times we are told that this is the end state
of this present form of creation. God will not un-create what He has created. This act by
God is a renovation project.
Peter is not referring to the Heaven where God dwells. He means the atmospheric
heavens whose elements such as hydrogen, oxygen, nitrogen, etc., must be dissolved. It
also must refer to the place where Satan rebelled and the realm where he and his demons
roam (Ephesians 6:12; 2 Peter 2:4).
The reason for the renovation and purification of the heavens and earth is because God’s
curse upon Satan and Adam with Eve involved, as well as the human race, the physical
creation or universe (cf. Genesis 3:14-19; 5:29; Romans 8:19-22). Creation itself awaits
the great hope of release from the bondage resulting from the curse of sin, decay, death,
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and pain. God needs to cleanse the systems that have been subjected to the destruction
and pollution of the curse.
The curse can be seen in the Second Law of Thermodynamics or the Law of Entropy, as it
is called. This means that every system in the universe is in a state of decay, running
down, or death. Every system is flowing toward disorder and chaos.
For example, our bodies wither, weaken, and change as we grow older, and will soon be
reduced to random particles in the dust somewhere. Buildings become ramshackled, worn,
and left to itself, they will soon fall down, disintegrate back into dust. Ships that once were
shiny and new, but run aground on some island reef, will soon turn to rust and dissolve.
Even the universe is running down like a clock. When a tree falls, it will begin to rot,
crumble, and disintegrate.
Other examples point to the evil that humans commit against each other, and the horror of
disease. As I write this the ISIS Islamic terrorists are devouring Iraq and Syria. They
slaughter and butcher innocent citizens of the cities they capture. They abduct women
rape them and sell them as sex slaves. They devastate and plunder with no restraints or
sense of guilt or mercy.
This last year the terrible disease of Ebola struck West Africa. By March, 2015 there were
over 10,000 who have died from the ravaging plague. Many other diseases cover the
globe. However, during God’s renovation phase all disease and evil will be destroyed
forever – flushed out of the system, so to speak.
We can learn at least two positive things from what I just wrote. First, sin is very destructive
and horrible, because of the devastation it causes. Second, since we view creation as
beautiful now, how wonderfully beautiful it will be once it is purified from the savage effects
of sin.
We are told that God will use intense heat to dissolve this present creation. Some have
conjectured that the heat will come from some form of atomic searing. Indeed, the human
race has enough atomic weapons now to destroy or greatly alter the world.
New heavens and earth
9. Verse 13 gives us the great news: a new heavens and a new earth, “in which
righteousness dwells.” New (kainos) means fresh, not new as in coming into existence.
The purified elements will be organized again into something fresh, something wildly
beyond our imagination. Kainos also has the idea of quality. It is something set against that
which outworn, or marred with age and use. We will live in an environment where God’s
will is eagerly practiced. No sin and evil will be present – except in the permanent hell
where the unsaved along with Satan and his rebels will dwell.
Peter explains these features of the future for several reasons. First, it is to correct the
false teaching that had crept into the Church. Second, he assures us of a bright future in
the face of the wickedness we live in now. The promise of God gives us great hope. Third,
he uses this future event as motivation for Christians to live in holiness and godliness.
Fourth, this information gives us a better context in which to view and explain the world
around us and the events of history. In other words, it helps to answer the who, what,
where, how, when, and why answers to puzzling aspects of the world we live in.
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B. THE BELIEVER’S
LIFE OF DILIGENCE (3:14-18)
“3:14) Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be fond by Him in
peace, spotless and blameless, (15) and regard the patience of our Lord to be salvation;
just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you,
(16) as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things
hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the
Scriptures, to their own destruction. (17) You therefore, beloved knowing this beforehand,
be on your guard lest, being carried away by the error of unprincipled men, you fall from
your own steadfastness, (18) but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.”
1. Peter encourages his hearers to be diligent to extoll and live the character qualities of
“peace, spotless and blameless” (3:14). Diligent means to try our best, or hurry on in our
Christian growth. The motivation is because of “agapetoi” which is translated as God’s love
for His people; it is not Peter’s love toward them. In other words, believers are the
“divinely-loves ones.” After describing some horrific events of judgment, God assures His
people of His unconditional love for us.
Christians are also told to mature in peace; that is, to get along in harmony and unity with
God, our conscience, and each other. One of my own personal disappointments in my
Christian life is to witness the haggling and fighting among Christians within a local church.
I have seen church splits, which always brings bitterness and pain – as well as a poor
reputation in the community. The tearing apart of once close relationships is a heart
breaker.
Sometimes Christian leaders use manipulation, lies, pit one group against another, say
one thing and do the opposite – and sometimes are downright corrupt. On the other hand,
there are church leaders or members who seem to think it is their lot in life to make the
pastor as miserable as possible. I recall visiting one church, and one older gentleman told
me it was his mission to correct the pastor. Pride, greed, selfishness are too prevalent in
churches.
Regarding “spotless” the meaning is to be found free from censure or accusation of corrupt
living. Blameless refers to that which cannot be blamed or found fault with. Hypocrisy is a
cancer in church, and selfish fighting brings a bad reputation to the church. When conflict
erupts, wiser heads should rule, and people need to head for and camp on common
ground, but the first reflex too often is that they head for fighting ground which turns into a
battle ground.
For example, I once pastored a church that had gone through several splits, and the
congregation had dwindled in number. Whenever controversy and conflict arise, those who
lost the controversy leave the church – sometimes in large numbers. I would go door to
door in the community, and introduce myself as the pastor of such and such church. The
neighbors would normally do a double take, saying something like, “Oh you are from that
church! We used to go to it, but we left because they are always fighting!” Other neighbors
would say, “Oh, you are from that church! I hear it is a really bad one – always fighting,
quarreling, and running the pastor off! No thank you. I won’t go there.”
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2. In referring to the patience of God (3:15), He is patient so more people might come to
salvation through Christ. In the face of dire or good circumstances, we need to be
intentional regarding soul-winning. God uses believers to bring the gospel to others. God is
desirous of people receiving Christ as their Savior, but His plan includes the ardent,
planned witnessing of His people.
One mistake believers and churches make is that they do not plan for evangelism. There
may be detailed planning for the worship service with all its activities, making a budget,
keeping the church maintained, having Sunday school, or a women’s and men’s ministry.
However, there is no plan to evangelize. People may sometimes automatically come to
church, but Christians need to go win people to Christ and bring them to church. God
never commanded non-believers to come to church; but He did command the church to go
to unbelievers.
Now, there also needs to be caution in how to evangelize depending on the circumstances.
In Muslim or communist countries, for example, one may need to use different methods to
not be murdered. However, some method of evangelism must be used.
3. Peter tucks in some very important features in these final few verses. One is that the
writings of the Apostle Paul are placed on equal status as the rest of Holy Scripture (3:16).
It also shows the friendship between Peter and Paul. Paul was placed on par with the Old
Testament prophets. It is very good to have the endorsement of the powerful leader, Peter.
Again, in his final words, Peter warns of those teachers who “distort” (strebloo), which
means to violently strain or twist away. It was sometimes used to describe someone on a
torture rack where arms and legs were twisted out of place. Peter used the word to
describe the perversion of Scripture, the true revelation from God to mankind.
Those who do so are called untaught and unstable. Sometimes there are those who are
educated, but reject the Scripture outright – considering it a myth, or even a perversion of
truth. For example, there are many educated people who consider the Bible to be outdated
concerning homosexuality. They deliberately twist the clear verses against such sin away
from their clear meaning.
Sodom and Gomorrah
For example, they teach that the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah was inhospitality. The clear
meaning is homosexuality. Other examples that Peter identifies are the dogma of evolution
and the Great Flood of Noah’s day. As another disclaimer, I am not fixated on this
particular sin. I am just repeating what Peter said under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. If I
am accused of being homophobic, then so was Peter, and so is God. They are good
company to be in. Exposing the sin of homosexuality is not “hate speech,” but “God
speak.”
A second class of people is those who are unacquainted with Scripture, and do not use the
proper tools of Bible interpretation. Perhaps they rely on experience to the neglect of
rigorous and sustained study of the Bible. We need to have our mind renewed and
changed into a biblical world view. We want to view and understand life from God’s
viewpoint, and we can only gain that advantage by personal study and application of the
Bible to our lives.
Another class of Christians are those tenderhearted people who cringe at the thought of
people going to Hell, who are overcome by the thought of evil, and create a doctrine that
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emphasize love at the expense of justice. Some say the God of the Old Testament was
one of wrath, but Jesus of the New Testament was love. The truth is that it is the same
God of both testaments.
4. Again, in verse 17, Peter warns us to not be led astray doctrinally by unprincipled or
unlawful men. This refers to those who have no moral compass in their lives to dictate
what is right or wrong. To “fall from your own steadfastness” means as we stay within the
safe realm of Scripture and our sincere walk with God, we will have a secure experience
filled with understanding and hope in the face of trouble. It does not mean we can lose our
salvation.
5. Before I finish this commentary, I will give an example of heresy. Heresies have
happened since the days of Adam and Eve. They continue even today. In the last century
they came under such names as Liberation Theology, Neo-Orthodoxy, Process Theology,
and other fads to distort the truth of the Bible, or to explain away the awful judgments of
God. Years ago, in the South Pacific where I was a missionary, Liberation Theology took
the name, “Coconut Theology.”

OPEN THEOLOGY
In this day a very insidious theology is labeled “Open Theology.” You may want to compare
this section with 2 Peter chapter two (p. 80) where he describes false teachers. Following
is a description of the central teachings of Open Theology. Dr. Jeff Robinson (2014) writes:
“Centrally, open theists argue that God’s foreknowledge of future events is limited and that
God sometimes changes his mind in the face of unforeseen circumstances brought about
by his creatures. They posit that God has left the future open; even he does not know the
future exhaustively, because the future has not yet happened. Therefore, there is nothing
about it that can be known” (Is Open Theism Still a Factor 10 Years after ETS Vote? The
Gospel Coalition, Retrieved 6/15/2014 http://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/is-opentheism-still-a-factor-10-years-after-ets-vote.
One motivation behind Open Theology is how to square the age old problem of the freewill of mankind with the sovereignty of God, and especially as it relates to the presence of
evil in the world. God’s basic character, it is held, is love. If that is the case, and He is
absolutely sovereign, then why are there evils such as crime, violence, war, disasters,
scandals, racism, poverty, slavery and the like? Surely, a loving God would put a stop to
these evils if He were sovereign and knew they were going to happen. The Open Theology
position is that God cannot foresee these events to avoid them. If God knew the world
would be like this, then why did He create it to begin with?
Further, God created us in His image; consequently we then become the creators of our
own actions, choices and decisions. And, if those choices do not exist until they happen,
then they would not be known to God. The end result is that the future is partly
predetermined by God, and partially open or created by our own choices. Jesus Christ, it is
determined as the “Supreme” creator, ruler and sustainer of the universe.
In stark contrast, in 2001 the Evangelical Theological Society made this statement
regarding Open Theology, "the Bible clearly teaches that God has complete, accurate and
infallible knowledge of all events past, present and future including all future decisions and
actions of free moral agents."
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One major confession of the Christian Faith, the Baptist Faith & Messages states, “There is
one and only one living and true God. He is an intelligent, spiritual, and personal Being, the
Creator, Redeemer, Preserver, and Ruler of the universe. God is infinite in holiness and all
other perfections. God is all powerful and all knowing; and His perfect knowledge extends
to all things, past, present, and future, including the future decisions of His free creatures.”
Another old confession of the Christian Faith, The Westminster Confession of Faith of
1646, it is written, “…working all things according to the counsel of his own immutable and
most righteous will…In his sight all things are open and manifest; his knowledge is infinite,
infallible, and independent upon the creature; so as nothing is to him contingent or
uncertain” (Chapter two, articles one and two).
One Evangelical theologian, Wayne Grudem (1994), defines Gods knowledge as, “God
fully knows himself and all things actual and possible in one simple and eternal act”
(Systematic Theology. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, p. 190).
One simple way of stating the biblical position is this, “By the order (decree) of God is His
eternal plan of God whereby according to the council of His will for His own glory, He has
rendered certain all things that come to pass.”
We can readily see that Open Theology is clearly outside and contradictory to Orthodox,
biblical, Evangelical theology as held from the beginning of time. The problem with Open
Theology is that it in contrary to the inerrancy of Scripture, discounts the possibility of
fulfillment of prophecy, nullifies any of God’s promises, and remakes the nature of God as
explained in the Scripture. It is the same old heresy of old: deny the Person, Work and
Word of God. It first happened in the Garden of Eden.
Although the issue has quieted down in Evangelical Seminaries, it still is defended on the
Internet, and some pulpits. Probably the most outspoken proponent today is Greg Boyd.
Statements of Scripture
There is so much heresy connected to Open Theology one is puzzled as to where to start.
I will focus on those four major fallacies. First, the theology in question is quite contrary to
the Bible.









Elihu proclaimed God’s knowledge is perfect (Job 37:16).
Saint John said God knows everything (1 John 3:20).
Everything that happens is included in God’s eternal plan, “This is the plan devised
against the whole earth; and this is the hand that is stretched out against all the
nations. For the Lord of hosts has planned, and who can frustrate it? And as for His
stretched-out hand, who can turn it back?” (Isaiah 14:26, 27; cf. Isaiah 46:10, 11;
Daniel 4:35)
Jeremiah wrote, “Who is there who speaks and it comes to pass, unless the Lord
has commanded it? Is it not from the mouth of the Most High that both good and ill
go forth?” (Lamentations 3:37, 38).
Paul writes, “having been predestined according to His purpose who works all
things after the counsel of His Will” (Ephesians 1:11).
Paul again writes, “And we know that God causes all things to work together for
good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose”
(Romans 8:28).
The stability of the physical universe is included in God’s eternal plan (Psalm
119:89-91).
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The creation, establishment, fall and history of nations is in the decree (Acts 17:26;
Psalm 75:6, 7; Daniel 4:17-25).
The number of days in people’s lives is in His plan, “Thine eyes have seen my
unformed substance; and in Thy book they were all written, the days that were
ordained for me, when as yet there was not one of them” (Psalm 139:16; cf. Job
14:5).
The circumstances and time of our death is in His plan, “Now this He said,
signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God” (John21:19; Deuteronomy
32:48-50; 1 Chronicles 10:1-4 cf. v. 13; 2 Timothy 4:6-8).
The free acts of men are included in His eternal plan, both good (Isaiah 44:28;
Ephesians 2:10) and evil acts (Genesis 50:20; Luke 22:22; Acts 2:23; 4:27, 28;
Romans 9:17; Revelation 17:17). Concerning evil acts, Joseph said about his
brothers, “And as for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in
order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive (Genesis
50:20).
The salvation of believers are in His plan, “but we speak God’s wisdom in a
mystery, the hidden wisdom, which God predestined before the ages to our glory”
(1 Corinthians 2:7; cf. Ephesians 3:10-11. In this context, “our glory” refers to our
salvation.
The establishment of Christ’s Messianic Kingdom is in the decree (Psalm 2:7, 8).
The work of Christ along with His people’s efforts to establish that work in in the
decree (Philippians 2:12, 13; Revelation 5:1, 7, 9).
All things in the universe are under the control of God who directs them to their
appointed end (Psalm 103:17; 66:7).
The trivial things and events that seem to be accidental (Esther 6:1; Matthew 10:29,
30)

More can be added to this list, but suffice it to say that Open Theology is certainly not in
sync with Scripture. Furthermore, since Open Theology is opposed to Scripture, then it
holds that the Bible has many mistakes and is riddled with error.
To take the argument a little further, consider the foreknowledge or predetermined plan of
God. In other words, He has planned and knows exactly what will happen in the future.
One cannot previously know something is going to happen when it is unknowable until it
happens. We cannot foreknow something if there is nothing to foreknow. Put positively, in
order for one to foreknow and event, that event must somehow be made certain to happen.
To say that if an event hasn’t happened it doesn’t exist is untrue. For example, I can
predetermine with a high degree of certainty that someday I will die. That event has not
happened yet, but it is still true. I will die.
The Prophecy problem
The second heresy of Open Theology regards prophecy. Over 27% of the Bible is
prophecy. Prediction is not only foreknowing, but promising something will happen. There
are over 1,800 predictions made and something like 300 prophecies concerning the first
coming of Christ. These predictions are in minute detail. How could God ever make a
prediction of a precise, minutely detailed event if He did not make certain it would happen?
If the events of history were determined by the arbitrary and frenzied free will of mankind,
how could God ever predict anything? The obvious answer is that if He did not make the
event certain to happen, He could never predict anything and be sure it would ever come
to pass. Even the coming of Christ would be placed in doubt.
I illustrate the prophecy dilemma of Open Theology. How could God ever predict that
Joseph and Mary would ever get married so as to let Christ be the legitimate successor to
the throne of David and the promised Messiah? How could He predict that Christ would
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ever be born? How could He predict hundreds of years in advance to the day when Christ
would ride into Jerusalem to offer Himself as Messiah?
How could God predict that Christ would be crucified and that men would divide His
garments and cast lots for His clothing – almost one thousand years before it happened?
How could God predict the name of the Persian King, Cyrus, and say he would initiate the
rebuilding of Jerusalem and its temple – 150 years in advance, and before the walls and
temple of Jerusalem were even destroyed (Isaiah 44:28-45:5)? The obvious answer to
these questions, and others, is that God had to have planned out history, and rendered
those events of history certain to happen. The events of history are grounded in God’s
plan, not man’s decisions.
Problems of future history (His governance of the Universe)
If the events of history were grounded in the free choices of men, and of random, chance
occurrences throughout the physical and spiritual world, how could God ever have a plan
for the universe – or ever execute it if He had one? History would be subject to man and
random events rather than God’s plan. The world would be reduced to chaos.
To illustrate: consider the world’s population that is over seven billion people. Each person
is making arbitrary, multiple decisions every day. Their decisions are all influenced by
millions of random acts of weather, sickness, death, job loss, political change, economic
upturn or recession, new inventions, etc. From my missionary days in the South Pacific I
used this practical illustration. Cargo ships are thrown off course by cyclones and their
delivery of goods to the islands are delayed sometimes weeks. This delay effects
countless decision on the part of sailors, dockworkers, waiting traders, customs people,
retailers, restaurants, housewives, causing them to make different decision that when the
ship was previously on schedule.
The number of choices and decision made by mankind would be infinite. To say that God
is infinite and therefore can keep track of the infinite possibilities of each day and
consequently foreknow the decisions of men and events of history is meaningless. Why?
Because we are back that thorny problem: how can one logically foreknow and event that
is not known until it happens? The conclusion is that chaos rather than God would rule. We
would not even know if God can save us, or take us to heaven. We would have a very
worried and surprised God who is wondering, “Oh my, I wonder what people are up to
today?”
Another related facet of God’s plan is this: any good plan is necessarily predetermined and
foreknown. It would be, for example, impossible to build a skyscraper without a detailed,
well thought out plan that included the scheduling the management and working out
thousands of details. The management does not subject the plan to the daily arbitrary,
random decisions or thoughts of all the workers. One would come up with hundreds of
plans a day, and the building would surely fall down if it was ever completed in the first
place. Likewise, to say that God has a plan but no control over the plan is equally
meaningless. Why would God create the universe with no plan? He would not. In fact, He
had perfect plan.
The psalmist said, “For He spoke, and it was done, He commanded, and it stood fast. The
Lord nullifies the counsel of the nations; He frustrates the plans of the peoples. The
counsel of the Lord stands forever, the plans of His heart from generation to generation”
(Psalm 33:9-11). Again, “Who is there who speaks and it comes to pass, unless the Lord
has commanded it? Is it not from the mouth of the Most High that both good and ill go
forth” (Lamentations 3:37, 38). Further, “And all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted
as nothing, but He does according to His will in the host of heaven and among the
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inhabitants of earth; and no own can ward off His hand or say to Him, ‘What hast Thou
done?” (Daniel 4:35).

God’s character (i.e. promises, person).
Open Theology’s third heresy has to do with remaking God into another God that is not the
God of the Bible. This is related to the previous issue I discussed above. If Open Theology
is correct, then God cannot keep His promises. He would be a liar when He promised
salvation. Yet, Peter writes, “For by these He has granted to us His precious and
magnificent promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust” (2 Peter 1:4). Again Paul
writes, “in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago”
(Titus 1:2). Again, “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of
a woman, born under the Law” (Galatians 4:4). God makes and keeps His promises,
delivered at precisely the correct time on His schedule.
Consider the hundreds of promises of God that He has given to His people. If history is left
up to the free will decisions of billions of people, how could God ever keep a promise? I put
the point this way: if we base our promises to someone based on the decisions that still
others may or may not make, none of our promises would be good. To apply to God: if He
has subjected or given His plans to mankind, then He could never promise anything to
anyone and expect to fulfill the promise.
Here is another South Pacific illustration. Say that a poor fisherman from Ha’apai promised
his wife a big jet airliner for their anniversary. If that fisherman saved all his money for all
his life, he still would not have enough to buy the airplane. However, if Hawaiian Air would
make a free will decision to give the poor fisherman the plane, then he could keep his
promise to his wife. But how likely is that to happen. Not very. The fisherman’s promise
was based on a decision made by Hawaiian Air. Since his dependence was on Hawaiian
Air, he could not produce. In the end, his promise to his wife was impossible to keep, and
so it is with God. If He leaves history up to the free will decisions of man, He can never
deliver on His promises. It would be impossible for God to promise anything and keep the
promise.
Another aspect of God’s nature deals with His omniscience. Augustus Strong (1907)
defines that big word as “God’s perfect and eternal knowledge of all things which are
objects of knowledge, whether they be actual or possible, past, present, or future
(Systematic Theology, p. 282). God knows things immediately, simultaneously,
exhaustively, completely, all comprehensively, and clearly. Here is another volley of
Scripture verses: Proverbs 15:3, 11; Jeremiah 17:10; 23:23-25; Psalm 1:6; 33:13-15;
37:168; 139:1-10; 147:4, 5; Isaiah 46:9, 10; Hebrews 4:13; Matthew 6:8, 32; 10:29, 30;
11:21, 24, 27; 1 Corinthians 2:11: 1 Samuel 16:7; 23:11, 12; Job 23:10; 24:23; 31:4; 37:16;
1 Chronicles 28:9, 17; Deuteronomy 2:7; 1 John 3:20; Romans 11:33).
As to the Person of God, Open Theology leads one to conclude that God is a liar,
impotent, and deceptive in that He gives promises He knows He cannot keep.
There is one more issue as to the character and nature of God. It is a fallacy to say that
since God is Creator, and man is made in the image of God; therefore, man becomes a cocreator in partnership with God. This slippery idea also includes the issues that God or
Jesus Christ is the Supreme Creator, Ruler, and Sustainer. In other words, God is the
Supreme Creator, Ruler, and Sustainer, but merely the best of several creators. The Bible
teaches that He is the Sole or only Creator, Ruler, and Sustainer.
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He becomes a God that is hapless in the course of history, does not know what is going to
happen, and becomes more defined as history proceeds. In other words, God is in the
process of becoming or maturing as God. He becomes defined and shaped by the billions
of decisions made by the billions of people. He has to feel guilt for mistakes He believes
He has made. In other words, God is imperfect.
A final issue of Open Theology is their view of the fundamental attribute of God’s
character. It is believed that He is a God of Love. That is very true. Love, however, is
always grounded in a deeper attribute of His character: His holiness or justice (cf. Isaiah
6:1-5). The Psalmist wrote, “Clouds and thick darkness surround Him; righteousness and
justice are the foundation of His throne” (Psalm 92:2).
Generally, love is said to mean God would not send people to Hell, but let them do as they
please and never punish people. However, love is not a sentimental “Go ahead and do as
you wish, because God loves you and wants you to be happy. Don’t worry, He will not
judge or punish you.”
To illustrate, when my children were very young, we lived by a busy highway. My little son
kept begging me to let him go play in the highway with the big cars. Obviously, I said, “No,
you will be killed or badly injured. My act of love was to restrain my son from doing that
which would hurt him, even though he threw a tantrum because he did not get his way.
Holiness or justice is a set of rules or laws that define good and bad. Good things are good
for people. Bad things are bad for people. Love is directing others toward that which is
good, not bad. It would not be love for me tell someone to go pick up a six foot rattle snake
by the head. Love must be based on what is just and right, and what is in the best interests
of the one loved. That is the kind of love God has for us.
One last issue (though are many more) I bring to you attention, and this is probably the
worst. In the end, Open Theology makes man god, and strips God of who He is. In a
nutshell, man becomes the judge of God, and tells Him how to conduct His affairs.
To summarize, the problem with Open Theology is that it in contrary to the inerrancy of
Scripture, discounts the possibility of fulfillment of prophecy, nullifies any of God’s
promises, and remakes the nature of God as explained in the Scripture. I take up this
rather long “sidebar” to illustrate how false teachers operate in deception. You may want
to review 2 Peter chapter three.
I must say that even solid, saved Evangelical theologians and pastors are well meaning
but mistaken in their understanding of Open Theology. We are all susceptible and
vulnerable to the subtle and illusive deceptions of the evil one, and must be careful to
adhere to Peters warning to always be vigilant and on the alert. Remember, false teaching
and teachers are with the Church today. Peter said so. Consequently, we must carefully
guard the Biblical view of reality.
Though rather stern, the Articles of Faith of the Anglican Denomination says of errant
ministers, “Nevertheless, it appertaineth to the discipline of the Church, that inquiry be
made of evil Ministers, and that they be accused by those that have knowledge of their
offences; and finally being found guilty, by just judgement be deposed” (Article XXVI).
6. Finally, Peter ends His epistle with verse 18. We are to “grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” Even in his last verse, Peter packs in
much information. To grow (auxano) is one key word. Its meaning includes to become
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greater, expand, increase, enlarge, achieve, advance, attain, or to bear fruit. It is to go
forward, not fall backward in loss.
Grace is to live in the sphere of unmerited favor of which Christ is the Author. Grace has a
subjective element in that it brings security, hope, peace, and rest in the promises of God.
It can keep our heart at calm whenever everything around us seems to be falling apart.
However, Grace is grounded in Christ, and increases with our objective knowledge of
Jesus Christ. He is the object of our growth. Our increased knowledge of Jesus Christ
brings increase to our lives. We must learn how He views reality, and as we apply this
knowledge to our behavior, lifestyle, and thinking we bear more spiritual fruit in our lives,
and make better decisions. The richness and usefulness of our lives expands. Peter turns
his thoughts back to the beginning of this epistle where he lists the areas that we are to
grow in.
The end is to give glory to the eternal One, who is our Lord (boss or master), and our
Savior in this life and on throughout eternity. Our very existence is eternal, because we are
in Christ.
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SUMMARY OF LIFE LESSONS FROM SAINT PETER
Now that we have walked through a detailed study of Saint Peter’s letters, we can draw out
some critical lessons that will help us live our lives in the here and now. As I have gone
through this exercise, I am struck repeatedly of the similarities of life in Peter’s day to our
own. It is as though Peter is describing our current events. Here are 31 of my impressions.
As you read through Peter’s epistles, what stands out to you? These epistles have the
WOW! Factor.
1. Rejection of Christ and persecution of some form against Christians is to be expected.
2. God is aware of our personal predicament.
3. God has planned and is unfolding history according to His eternal, perfect plan.
4. The Old Testament is historically correct, even as it touches on history.
5. The flood of Noah’s day was real.
6. The story of Sodom and Gomorrah is true.
7. Peter was an eye witness and confidant to Jesus Christ.
8. Jesus Christ is God.
9. The Bible is the Word of God without any mistake.
10. Salvation is by faith in Christ alone.
11. The Work of Christ on the Cross pays the penalty for sin and gives eternal life.
12. Faith is critical for salvation and our Christian life.
13. Christian growth is through the indwelling of Christ, and through true knowledge of
Christ.
14. The earth and heavens will be purified, renovated and a new heaven and earth is
coming.
15. A spiritual world is real.
16. There is no second chance for salvation beyond this world.
17. Christians have an inheritance and reward in heaven.
18. Christians are servants, as well as children, of God.
19. Submission is not a dirty word.
20. Pastors have clear instructions on how to govern.
21. The devil and demons are real, and are bent on crushing believers.
22. Evil exists.
23. We live by faith and trust through suffering.
24. False teachers with false teachings about Christianity are real and ever present.
25. Christians have a marvelous certain hope of future glory in Christ.
26. Heaven and hell are real.
27. We are in desperate need for the grace of God
28. God loves His people and will not desert them.
29. We are given clear instructions on how to live in an upside down world.
30. Faith is highlighted as vitally important to the believer.
31. Suffering has a definite purpose for the Christian. Peter writes much on it.
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